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[PREFAC E: 


>Þ 0-27; FEI litely ſeen the 
SJ {@ State of the United 
DB: Provitices, after 4 pro- 
D  digious growth in Ris + 
g- ches, Beauty, extent of 
F. Commerce , and nums 

Wa EE ED ber of lnhabitants, ar+ 
ood + at keve th to ſuch '@ height, (by 
the ſtrength their. Navies, their fors 
tified Towns, and ſtanding-Forces, with 
4 conſtant: Revennt, proportion'd to the 
ſupport of lb this Greatneſs, as made 
them the Envy of ſome, the Fear of 
othtys, and. os Wonder of all their 
Neig hbours. 

We have, this Summer paſt, beheld 
the ſame State, in the midſt "of great 
appearing Safety, Qrader, Strength , and 
Vigor , almoſt. ruin'd ana broken to 
pleces, in ſome few days, ana by very 
few blows; And reauced in 4 manner 
 to-zts firſt Pripciples of Weakneſs, and 


The Preface. 


Piſtreſs ; expoſed, oppreſt, and very.nzar 
at M:rcy. - Thar Inland Provinces ſwal- 
lowed up by an Invaſion, almoſt as ſud- 
den, and unreſiſted, as the Inundations 
ro which the others are ſubje®. And... 
the" remainiers\, of their , State rather 
kepr alive by mezle&>; or-diſcomcert - of 
its Enemies, than_ by any ftremeth of 
Natare, or Endeato:irs at-its own re- 
covery. + LS IAIE 

- Now, becauſe ſuch a' Greatneſs and 
ſuch a Fall of .this State ſeem Repo- 
tations vunparalle'd in' any: Story, and 
hardly concetrued, ezgn bythoſewho have 
Lstely ſeen them; 1 thohoht it wg ht be 
worth.an idle Man's time , t6.give\foree 
a:co:nt of "the. Riſe and . Progreſs of 
this: Commonwealth, The Cauſes of thett 
Greatneſs, And the ſteps towards their, 
Fall: Which were all mae. by motions, 
perhaps, little takes notice \of by £08 
19m Eyes, and. almoſt undiſcernible "to 
any Man, that was net plic a tothe beſt 
advantage, and ſomething. concerned, as 
well 25 much exciin'd, to vhſerue thu. 
« \ The nſual Duty of employments abroan, 
3-mpoſed not - only by Cuſtom, but py: Or- 
Aers. of State ,, mace it fit+for . me» t0-. 
prepare ſome formal Aretnrt of \ this 
Contr) and. Opverument.,. after. Ta. 
| 2 BE 1. gears 
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years Ambeſſy, in the midſt of, great Con- 
jun@ures anti Nee c bn 


Apd ſuch. 4 Revol 
pen'd {82.0 though. i 


aore. then, \ 


ution. 4s has 
tt . may . 


hap<. by 


ve made. s 


theſe Diſcomſes little ipports t'to His © | 


Majeſty, _ or Hs Conpcil:; 5 Jet ol 


Fo render*d them leſs agreeab 


' mon Eyes, who, "like 
the Sea, will run ole 


in a Calm, _.. 
. Beſides, at PR 


of this Scene take up, fo. ge: ner 
Eyes and Diſceurſes of their. 
And. the Maps of . their Country 


ill; 7k. 
f 0 comm - £ | 
\ Men that Tive 2 near” 


upon the. Cl; 5 to 
gaze at 3t in 4 Storm, though "they-would 
_ not look out: UL their. Windows, to Je, it 


© 


ime hed the "Hfions 
at ally, . the. 


LF hhowrs; 


row 


0 witch in requ ft ; + if thought 4 4 Map" 
if their State and. Gavernm: nt would. 
ugt be unwelcome 40 the World, 
is full -as neceſſary. « as the othe rs, 
underſtand. the {ge Revolutions, 226 
Changes among. them... And as. no Man's 
Story can be well nritten till he is dead; 
ſo.the atcount of this State - could not 
te nel given till- its. fall;. which, may 
Taſtly. be. Dated from the Events of laſt 
Summers (whatever F ort mes , Pray - of ar = 
therein we' 


ter attend. them, ): 


ounce. 


(ence _ 


heve ſeen toe ſudd: m2 and. violent diſſo« 
[:igon, of t11t mare, Pop. ar Govern-' 
WS | —_ 7 
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The Prefzee. 
went : which | bad continued, end made. 
fo" much noiſe, for above "Twenty Tears 
in the World, without the exerciſe, or 
infinence, of the Authority of the, Prine 
ces of Orange, 4 Pays: ſo. Eſſential is 
the firff Conſtitations of their State. 
Nor can Þ wholly loſe my pains in. thes 
Aaventare, when I ſhall gain the eaſe 
of anſwerizg this dey, ot once, thoſe 
many Dieſtions [ have lately been ufed 
ro, upon this occaſion Which than 'me 
firſt _obſerve., and wonder, how ignorant 
wei-were, zenerally , in' the Aﬀairs ant 
Conſtitutions of 'a Country, ſo much in 
our Eye, the common road of our Travels, 
as well [oe Goof our Talk ; and whith. 
me have been of late, not only curious, 
but concerped, to know. © 


{w 


* [| am wvery ſenſible, how ill a Ty ade it 


is to write, where muth "is ventur'd, and 
little car be gain'd ;" fince, whoever: does 
it ill & ſure of contempt 5, and the juſt- 
lieft that tay be, whew no Man provokes 
bim to. 6iſcover ' his ow? follies , * or t9' 
grouble the World,” if he writes well, he 
raiſes the envy of thoſe Wits that "ave- 
poet of the Kogue , and are jealous of : 
ther Preferment there, as i, were 1 
Love, or in State ; And bave found, 
that the nearefs way to their: own Res: 
'y a put ation.” 


| The Preface. 
putation lies , Tight or wrong, by the 
deriſios of other Men. But, however, I 
am not'in pain, for "tis the affettation 
of Praiſe, that makes the fear of Re- 
proach”; . And Þ write without other deſign 
than of entertaining very idle Men, and; 
among them, my ef For I muſt confeſs, 
that being wholly uſeleſs to the Pablique; 
And unacquainted with the Cares of en- 
creaſing Riches,{ which buſſe the World :) 


£'% 


Being grown cold to the pleaſures of 
younger of tivelier. Mex ;” And. hav ing [- 


ended the Entertainments of  £ 


aud Planting, ( mhich' uſe . to ſucce 
them;) finding little taſte 'in common 
Converſation , and trauble in much 
Reading, from the care of my. Eyes ( ſince 
an illneſs contratted by ' many unnece(< 
ſary dilizences in my Employments a« 
broad ;) there can hardly be found ar 
idler Man, than I; Nor. conſequently, one 
more excuſeable for giving way to ſuch 


amuſements,a3 this : Having wothing to 


do, but to. enjoy the eaſe, of a rivate 
Life and Fortune ; which, as I know no 
Man envizs, ſo (Trhank God, no Man 


- 


can reproach. . 


'T am "not. ignorant, that the vein of 


Reading vever van lower than it this 
Age ; and ſeldom goes further than the 


# 
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n of raifing 4 Stock to furniſþ Jome. 
Gn # che ate The Deſire of 
pledge being either laught out of doors 
by che Wit, that pleaſes the Age; or beaten | 
ot. by Intereſt , that ſo. _ rollefes - 
it.; And the. an | ova of. Books. Le 
ving ay. to the liberties or refinements of” 
Pleafare,. that were formerly leſs known, 
or oe on hay now. Tet ſome there 
Ul ine? e found in the World, who” 
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Wo EI Fn OW rene ing > oo or Ce 


"x0 mire at. their idle hours , than. 
4 get themſelves. And, whether that” 
oe ot by Drink ar Play,, by: 

er afimeſs, ox: by ſome diverſions, 
Fl id TY as this? M1 5 all a caſe. | 


IS 


Bi to at. \ 224) 'poffs ibly fall out , at 


— —— 


or Qther that. ſqwe- Prince, or. 
1 ule 4 ay oy il pleaſed 
Z ele als, oral, ( upo ſuch, © 
: Sub >, wy; 4 trace the ſteps: gf + rade.” 


BY 
Richbs 3\ ers ang, Power in a. 
VIY & ens ak or 
PFs > Con. 
F Po nt ers e. 
©Y not 
meay $5 Tu 
rewn Ev he Pole may "pr Ee 11/0 bet- 


; "es WE <1 e £4714 '7| . again}. thoſe 5 at 


[ 7 6 iſe heir own. Honour, ang 
fe. ire. tg Brees s Pits, the 'Pro- 
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The Preface. 
© fprrit wana: Sefety of 's the Nations, Hey 


Govern... ...' 
. For, under favour. of thef wi9 
paſs for. Wits tn our Age, ty. ſa "= 
things, which David. teÞs us, the. Fool 
laid in Hh » 4nd ſet mp "with Fe 
theſe Wares to Market , ; which: ( God 
knows.) hawe been always. #n the World, 
thoagh kept up. in corners, becauſe they 
uſed to. mark their Owners, in, former 
Apes , "with ihe Names of Buffoonsz 
Prophane, cr-[mpudent, Mens. Who = 
ride all: Forms. .and Qraer \.es well. a 
Pic [y aud Trath ; And. vader. Kay 20s 
tion of, Fopperits,\ enatatoay, "dife 
ſolve the .rer71By Boxds Þþ of CE Sas 
ciety ; thougb. by the. n 4nd. Pres, 
t«Gop Peres they. '/ exeſelves exop 


fo much: greater Proportions. of, . Wealth, 


and of Pleaſures , FA, -waukd fall to. 
their ſhare, _ if all lay ' in common , 

they feers 's. 4 ſpans. < for.then (uch po 
b bans would balgng, of right ta the Proxgo 
end bran: ft, nong Ms.) .. 
Under favguriof o* ch, Meng d Kliegs 
it 77/4 be. found, ct Ore. Lame or (AMET, 4, 
by all, who ſhall ery, That whilſt, Hamas, 
Nqtare yontjnnes. what (it 45, 
Orders in, Syate,, The ſame Diſc cipline 


in Armies, The /# ne. Reveronze: ”\ 
; things 


. 
* 
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Thrſavor | 
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things Sacred , ' And ' Reſpe# of Civil 
 duſtirutions, The ſame Virtues and Diſpo- 
ws of Princes and Magiſtrates, deri- 


wed by Intereft, or Imitation, into the 
Cuſtoms and ' Hhmors 4 the ' . People, 
will ever heve the ſame Effe@s upon the 


$ trength- aud Grearneſs of al Govern: 
ments, and wpou the Hononr and Au- 
thority of” thoſe that Rate, «s well as 
the' Happineſs and Safety of thoſe that 
Obey. 
| Nor are'we 10 think Princes chin; 
ſelves loſers , or leſs entertain'd, when 
we fee them employ” their Time,” "and 
their Thoughts , im ſo uſeful Speculati- 
Ons, and to fo Glorious Ends: But thit 
Father , ther ereby they attain their true 
Prerogative "of being Happier , a well. 
4s Greater. than Subjefts can: be.” "Foy 
all the Pleaſures of 'Senſe, that ajy 
Man can enjoy , are within the reach 
of '« private *PFortunt, \ and ordinary 
Contrivante ; Grow 'fainttr with "Age, 
and daller with. uſe; | Muſt: be revive 
with intermiſſions, and" wait upon the 
returns of Hypetire , . whith are no-more- 
af call of (the Rich ," thay \the Poor, 
The laſhes bf Wit "ant Foot Humonr, 
that "Pafe from the Vapoars of Wine, 


are little different from thoſe that prov. 
crea 


The Preface. 
ceed from the heats of Blood in the firſt 

approaches of Fevers, or Frenzies; And 
are to be valued, but as ( indeed) they 
are, the effe@s of Diſtemper. But the 
pleaſures of Imagination , as they heigh+ 
rex and refine the wery pleaſures of Senſe, 
ſo they are of larger extent, and long- 
er duration. And if. the moſt ſenſual 
Man will confeſs there is a Pleaſure. in 
Pleaſing , He muſt likewiſe allow, there 
is Good to a Man's Self, in doing Good 
2o others ; And the further this extends, 
the higher it riſes, and the longer it 
laſts. Beſides, there is Beauty mn Or- 
der; and there are Charms in well-de- 
ſerved Praiſe : And both are the grea- 
ter, by how much greater the Subje& 3 
As the firſt appearing in a weliframed 
aud well-governed State 5 And the other 
ariſing from Noble and Generous. Atti- 
ons. Nor can. any veins of goed Hu: 
7our . be greater than thoſe, that ſwell 


by the ſacceſs of wiſe .Counſels , and by bs 


the fortunate Events of publique Affairs; 
ſince a Man that takes pleaſure in doing 
good to Ten thouſand, muſt needs have 
more, than he that takes none, but in do« 


ing Good to Himfelf. 
But 


- The Preface, 
' But theſe Thoughts lead me "too far; 
axd 10 little: prrpoſe + Therefore" T ſhall 
teexve' them for "thoſe 'T: had firſt' in my 
Head, ' concerning the State" of the Uni-- 
ted-Provinces. Oo LE I PF 
. And whereas the Greatneſs of their 
Strength, and\ Revenues, grew oubof the. 
vaeſtreſr of their Trade, into-which, their 
Religion, - their: Mariners, and* Diſpoſi> 
#oxs, their Scituation, and the. Formiof 

- Fherr Government, were the chief Ingre- 

dents.” And this laſt had beers raiſed 

partly ' upon an” old Fiundation, © And 
partly with Materials Erought together, 

7 meny and various Accidents ; It will 
neceſſary for the Survey of this great 

Frame, toyive ſome acconnt of the Riſe 

and Progreſs of \ their State, by ptinting 

out the moſt -remarkable Occaſions of the 
firft;- end Peridds of the other. \Todiſe 
ovver- the Nature” and Conſtitutions of 
vherr Government" in\its ſeveral-patts, 
and "the. motions of '3t) fromthe firſt 
and ſmalleſt-Wheels: To obſerve) what is 
pecatiar to thei in their Scituation, or 

Di/poſtions , And what in thetr Redici- 

on. 1.0 take a Survey of their \Trade; and 

the Cauſes of it ; Ofithe* Forces and Re- 
| Vennes, b:ch compeſed their Greatreſs ; 
'%, 06 


The Preface. 
And the Circumſtances, and Conjund- 
ares, which! conſpired 70 their Fall. And 
theſe are” the Heads, that ſhall make the 


Order and Arguments in the ſeveral parts 
of theſe Obſervations: 30 3. «13 
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Hap. I. Of the Riſe, and "IT 
of their State. 


| Chap. II. Of their Government. 
Chap. HI. Of their Scituation. 
Chap. IV. Of cheir People, and Diſpe 


ſitions. 
Chap. V. Of their Religion. 
Chap. VI. Of their Trade. 
Chap. VII. Of their Forces, and Re- 


VENUES, - 


Chap. VIIL. of the Cauſes of their F at 


in 1672. 


CHAP.I. 


_ Of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
United Provinces- 


Tay Hocver will take a view 
\ A V/T//A of the Riſe of this Com- 

OY monwealth, muſt rrace 
W it up as high as the firſt 
Commotians in the Se- 
' wentees Provinces, uns 
der the Ducheſs of Parma's Govern. 
ment ; and the true Cauſes of that more 
avowed and general Revolt in the 
Duke of Alva's time. And, to find out 
the natural Springs of thoſe Revoluti- 
ons, mult refle&t upon that ſort of Go- 
vernmeat under which the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Provinces lived for ſo many 
Ages paſt, in the ſubjeQtion of their | 
| ſeveral Dukes or Counts ; till by Mar- 
riages,  Succeſlions or Conqueſt, they 
came to be united in the' Houſe of 
Burgundy, under Philip firnamed; The 
Good : And afterwards in that of As«- 
ria, under Philip ' Father of com 


by -_ OO _ — ; 
- 


in the Perſon of that great Emperor 
incorporated with thole vaſt Domini- 
ons of Germany and Spar, Italy and the 
Indies. 

Nor will it be from the purpole up- 
on this ſearch, to run a little higher 
into the Antiquities. of theſe Coun- 
tries: For though moſt Men are con- 
tented only to ſee a River as 1t runs 
by them, and talk of the changes in 
it, as they happen ; when *tis troubled, 
or when clearz when it drowns the 
Country in a Flood, or forſakes it in 
a Drowth : Yet he, that would know 
the nature of the Water, and the Cau- 
ſes of thoſe Accidents (lo as to gueſs 
at their continuance or return), muſt 
find out its ſource, and obſerve with 
what ſtrength it riſes, what length ir 
runs, and how many ſmall ſtreams fall 
in, and feed it to fuch a height, as 
make it either delightiul or terrible to 
the Eye, and uſeful or '\dangerous' to 
the Country about it. . 

The Numbers and Fury of the Nor- 
thern Nations, under many different 


mames, having by ſeveral Inundations. 
*bbroken down the whole frame of the | 


"RomarEmpire, extended in their Pro- 


 vinces as far as the Rhine; either gave 
£ a birth, 
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a birth, or made way for the ſeveral King- 
doms and Principalities, that have ſince 
continued in the parts of Ezrepe on 
this fide that River, which made the 
ancient Limits of the Ga//ichand Ger- 
21a Nations. The Tract of Land, which 
we uſually call the Low-Conntries, was 
{o waſted by the Invaſions or Marches 
of this raging People, (who paſt by 
them to greater Conqueſts, ) that the 
Inhabitants grew thin ; and being ſe-. 
cure of nothing they poſleſt, fell to 
ſeek the ſupport of their Lives, rather 


' by hunting, 'or by : violence, than by 


Labour and Induſtry ; and thereby the 
Sfounds came to. be uncultivated, and 
in the courſe 'of years turned either to 
Forreſt, or Marſhes; which are the two. 
natural Soils of all defolated Lands in 
the more temperate Regions. For by 
ſoaking df frequent ſhow'rs, and the 
courſe of Watets from the higher into 
lower Grounds, when there is no flue” 
that helps them to- break out into a 
Channel, the flat Land grows to be a 


mixture of Earth and Water, and net- 


ther of common uſe nor paſſage to Man 


I or Beaſt, which is call'd a Marſh. The 


higher, anJ ſo the drier, parts, moiſtned 


by the Rain, and warm'd by the Sun, 


B 2 ſhoot 


4 The Riſe and Progreſs Chap. 1. 
ſhoot forth ſome ſorts of Plants, as 
naturally as Bodies do ſome ſort of 
Hair ; which, being preſerved. by the 
deſolateneſs of a place untrodden, as 
well as untilPd, grow to ſuch Trees or 
Shrubs as are natural to the Soil, and 
thoſe in time producing both Food and 
Shelter for ſeveral kind of Beaſts, make 
the ſort of Country we call a Foreſt. 

And ſuch was Flazders for many 
years before Charlemaign's time, when 
the Power of the Francs, having raiſed 
and eſtabliſht a great Kingdom of their 
own, upon the entire Conqueſt of Gas/, 
| began to reduce the diſorders of that 
Country to the form of a Civil, or (at 
laſt) Military Government ; To make” 
diviſions and diſtributions of Lands and 
Juriſdiftions, by the Bounty of the 
Prince, or the Services of his chief Fol- 
lowers and Commanders; To one of 
whom, a great extent of this Land was 
given, with the Title of Foreſter of Flay- 
ders. This Office continued for ſeveral 
deſcents,and began tocivilize the Coun- 
try, by repreſling the violence of Rob- 
bers and Spoilers, who infeſted. the 
Woody and Faſt-places, and by encou- 
raging the milder People to fall into 
Civil Societies, to truſt to their me: 
Ras | y ry 
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Chap. I. of the United Provinces. 
ſtry for ſubſiſtence, to Laws for pro- 
tection, and to their Arms united under 
the Care and. Condutt of their Govyer- 
nours, for Safety and Defence. 

In the time of Charlemaigne, as ſome 
write; or, as others, in that of Charles 
the Bald, Flanders was erected into a 
County, : which changed the Title of 
Foreſter for that of Count, without in» 
terrupting the. Succeſſion. 

What .the extent of this County 
was at firſt, or how far. the Juriſdition 
of Foreſters reached, I cannot aflirm 3 
nor whether it only bordered upon, or 
included, the lower parts of the vaſt 
Woods of Ardexxe, which in Charles 
waigns's time, was all Foreſt as high as 
Aix, and the rough Country for ſome 
Leagues beyond it, and was uſed come 


monly by that Emperor for his Hunt- 


1ng:. This appears by the ancient Re- 
cords of that City, which attribute 
the diſcovery, or at leaſt, retrieving the 
knowledge of thoſe hot Baths, to the 
fortune of that Prince, while he was 
Hunting: For his Horſe poching one 
of his Legs into ſome hollow ground, 
made way for the ſmoaking water to 
break out, and gave occaſion for the 
Emperor's building that City, and ma= 
= |- king 


The Riſe and Progreſs. GChap.1. 
king it his uſual Seat, and the place of 
_ Coronation for the following Empe- 
rors.. 

© Holland, being an Iſland made by the 
dividing-branches of the ancient Rhyme, 
and called formerly Batavia, was eſteem- 
ed rather a part of Germany than Gazl, 
( between which it was ſeated, in re- 
gard of its being planted *by the Cattz, 
a great and ancient People of Germany, 
and was treated by the Romans rather 
-aS an Allied than SubjeQed Province 3 
whodrew from thence no other Tribute 
beſides Bands of Soldiers, much eſteem- 
ed for their Valour, and joyned as Aux- 
itiaries to their Legions 1n their Galisk," 
German, and Britiih Wars. | | 
' ?Tis probable,this Iſland changed in a 
great meaſure Inhabitants and Cuſtoms, 
as well as Names, upon the inroads of 
the barbarous Nations, but chiefly of 
the Normans and Danes, from whoſe 
Countries and Language the Names, 
of Holland and ZXyaland leem to be des 
rived. But about the Year 860, a Son 
of the Count of Frize, by a Daughter 
of the Emperor Lewis the Second, was 
by him inſtitutgd Count of Helard, 
and gave beginning to that Title; which, 
running ſince that time through ſo many -. 
| direct” 
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direCt or collateral Succeſſions and fome 
Uſurpations,cametoanend atlaſtin Phz- 
lip the Second, King of Spazr, by the de- 
fection of the United Provinces. 

Under theſe firſt Foreſters and Connts, 
who began to take thoſe waſted Coun- 
tries and mixed People into their Care, 
and to intend the growth, ſtrength, 
and riches of their Subjects, which they 
eſteemed to be their own ; Many old 
and demoliſht Caſtles were re-built, 
many ney ones erected, and given by 
the Princes to thoſe of their Subjects 
or Friends whom they moſt loved or 
elteemed, with large circuits of Lands 
for their ſupport, and Seigneurial Juriſ- 
diction over the Inhabitants. And this 
_ upon ſeveral eafie Conditions, but chiefly 
of attendance on their Prince at the 
neceſſary times of either honouring him 
in Peace, or ſerving him in War. Nay 

offibly, ſome of theſe Seigneurics and 
their Juriſdidtions,may, as they pretend, 
have been the remains of ſome old 
Principalities in thoſe Countries among 
the Gallick and German Nations, the 

firſt Inſtitutions whereof were loſt in 
the immenſity of time that preceded the 
Roman Diſcoveries or Conquelt, and 


- might be derived perhaps from the firſt 
B 4 | Patere 
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Paternal Dominion, or Concurrence of 
looſe People. into orderly Neighbor- 
hoods,with a deference, if not ſubjeQion, 
- to the wiſeſt or braveſt among them. 

Under the ſame Counts were either 
founded or reſtored many Cities and 
Towns; of which the old had their 
ancient Freedoms and Jurisdidtions con- 
firmed, or others annexed; and the 
New had either the ſame granted to 
them by example of the others; or great 
Immunities and Priviledges for the en- 
couragement of Inhabitants rocome and 
People in them: All theſe Conſticuti- 
ons agreeing much in ſubſtance perhaps 
by imitation, or elſe by the agreeing 
nature of the People, for whom, or by 
whom, they were framed ; but differin 
in form according to the difference of 
their Original, or the ſeveral Natures, 
Cuſtoms and Intereſts of the Princes, 
whoſe Conceſſions many of them were, 
and all there Permiſſions. 

Another Conſtitution which entred 
deep into their Government, may be 
derived from another ſource. For thoſe 
NorthernNations whoſeunknown Lan+ 

uage and Countries perhaps made 
them be called Barbarows,(though indeed 
2I\moſt_aJl Nations out of 27 and 
Treece 
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Greece were ſtyled ſo by the Romans, ) 
but whoſe Victories in obtaining new 
Seats, and.Orders in poſſeſſing them, 
might' make us allow them for a better 
policy*d People, than they appeared by 
the vaſtneſs of their ultitods. or the 
rage of their Battels. he 
Wherever they paſt, and ſeated their 
Colonies and Dominions, they left a 
Conftiturion which has ſince been cal- 
led in moſt E:ropeay Languages, 7he 
S:ates ;. conſiſting . of Three Orders, 
Noble, Ecc!efiaſtical, and Popular, un» 
der the limited -Principality of one 
Perſon, with the &yle of Kjze, Prince, 
Duke, or Count. The remainders at 
leaſt, or traces hereof, appear ſtill in 
all the Principalities founded: by thoſe. 
People in Italy, France and Spain; and 
were of a piece with the preſent Con- 
ſtitutions in molt of the great Domi- 
nions- on t'other-ſide the Rhyze- And 
it ſeems to have been a temper firſt 
introduced by them between the Ty- 
ranny of the Eaſtern Kingdoms, and 
. the Liberty of the Grecian or Roman 
Commonywealths. BT 
Tis trus, the Goths were Gentiles 
when they firſt broke into the Roman 
Empire , till one great ſwarm of this 
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People, upon Treaty with one of the 
Roman Emperors, and upon Concefli- 
ons of a great TraCt of Land to be a 
' Seat for their Wation, embraced at 
once the Chriſtian Faith. After which, 
the ſame People breaking out of the Li- 
mits had been allowed them, and by 
freſh numbers bearing all down where 
they bent their march; as they were A 
great means of propagating. Religion 
in many parts of Ezrope where they ex- 
- tended their Conquelſts ; ſo the Zeal of 
theſe new Proſelytes, warmed by the 
_ © venteration they had for their Biſhops 
 ahdPaſtors, and enriched by the ſpoils 
and poſſeſſions of 1ſo* vaſt Countries, 
ſeem to have been the Firſt that in- 
troduced the maintenance of the Chur- 
ches and Clergy, by endowments of 
Lands, Lordſhips, and Vaſſals, appro- 
priated_to them : For before this time 
the Authority of the Prieſthood in all 
Religions ſeemed wholly to confiſt in 
the Peoples Opinion of their Piety, 
Learning, or Virtues, or a Reverence 
for their CharaCtter and Myſtical Cere- 
monies and Inſtitutions 3 their Support, 
or their Revenues, .in the voluntary. 
Oblations of pious Men, the Bounty 
of Princes, or in a'certain ſhare out, 


-of 


Chap.I. of the United Provinces: 


of the Labours and Gains of thoſe who 
lived under their Cure, and not in any 
ſubjection of Mens Lives or Fortunes, 
which belonged wholly to the Civil 
Power: And Amminianis, though he 
taxes the Luxury of the Biſhops'in Va- 
lcritinian's time, yet he ſpeaks of their 
Riches which occafioned or fomented 
it, as ariſing wholly from the Oblations 
of the People. But the Devotion of 
theſe new Chriſtians introducing this 
new form of endowing their Churches; 
and afterwards Pepir and Charletuaigre 
King, of the. Frazks, upon their 'ViQto- 
ries in [taly, arid the favour, of the Ro- 
21an Biſhop to . theit. Title and' Arms, 
having annexed great Territories and 
Juriſdi&tions to that See: This. Exam- 
ple, or Cuſtom, wasfollowed by moſt 
Princesof the,Northern Races through 
the: reſt of Europe, 'and | brought © into 
the Clergy great poſſeſſions of Lands, 
and by a neceſſary conſequence a great 
ſhare ofa Temporal.Power,from the de- 
pendances of their Subjets or Tenants; 
by” which means they came to be ge- 
nerally one of the three Orders that 
compoſed the Aſſembly of the States 
1n every Country. _.. LEES 
This Conſtitution. of the Frnres had | 
YT 2 F: Xa 


iN a 


' Diſcontents at-home ; 
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been eſftabliſht from time immemorial 
in the ſeveral Provinces of the Low- 


| Countries, and was often aſſembled for 


determining Diſputes about ſucceſſion 
of their Princes, where doubtful or 
conteſted 3 For deciding thoſe between 
the great Towns: Fort railing a Milice. 
for the defence of their Countries in 
the Wars of their Neighbors ; For Ad- 
vice in -time of Dangers abroad, or. 
ont ; But always up- 
on the new Succeſſion of a Prince, and _ 


upon any. new Impoſitions that were 


neceſſary on the Pegple. The uſe of 
this Alfembly was: another of thoſe. 
Liberties, whereof the Inhabitants. of 
theſe Provinces were: ſo fond and-ſo- 
tenacious., "The reft,. beſides thoſe an- 
tient Priviledges already.mentioned of 
their Towns, were Conceſſions and Gra-, 
ces of ſeyeral Princes, 1n particular, 

Exemptionsor Immunities, Juriſdiction 

both 19; choice and, exerciſe of Magi-. 
ſtracy, agd_ Civil: Judicature within 

themſelves; or elſe in the cuſtoms of 
uſing none put Natives in Charges and 

Offices, and paſſing all weighty Aﬀairs 


= 


by the great Council compoſed of the 
great Lords of the Country, who were 
' 1n4 manner all Temporal, there being 


3a d 


but 


Y 
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but three Biſhops in all the Seventeen 
Provinces, till the time of Phil;p rhe 
Second of Spain. 


The Revenues of theſe Princes con- - 


ſiſted in their ancient Demeſnes,in ſmall 
Cuſtoms,(which yet grew conſiderable 
by the greatneſs of: Trade in the Ma- 
ritime Towns, ) and in the voluntary 
Contributions of their SubyeCts, either 
in the. States, or in -particular Cities, 
according to the neceflities of their 
Prince, or the affeCtions of the People. 
Nor were theſe frequent 3 for the For- 
ces of theſe Counts were compoſed: of 
ſuch Lords, who either by their Go- 
vernments, or other Offices ; or by the 
tenure of their Lands, were obliged to 
attend their Prince on Horſeback, with 
certain numbers of Men, upon all his 
Wars. orelſe of a Milice, which was 
call'd Les gens d'ordonnance, who ler- 
ved on foot, and were not unlike our 
Train-bands , the uſe, or at leaſt ſtyle 
whereof, -was renewed in Flanders up- 
on the laſt War with Fraxce in 1667, 
when the Count Ezmont was made by 
the Governor, General de gens d'ordon- 
mance, ._ NE a Lab | 

Theſe Forces were defrayed by the 
Cities or Countries, as the others were 
| | , | raiſed 


"or 
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raiſed by the Lords when occaſion: re* 
quired ; andall were licenſed immedi- - 
ately when i was paſt, {o that they 
were of little charge to the Prince. 
His Wars. were but with other Princes 
of his own fize, or Competitors to his 
Principality ; or ſometimes with the 
Mutinies of his great Towns; Shorr, 
though Violent ; and decided by one 
Battle or Siege; unleſs they fell into the 
quarrels between Ernglandand Fraance, 
and then they were engaged but in the 
Skirts of the War, the groſs of it be- 
ing waged between the two Kings, and 
theſe ſmaller Princes made uſe of for 
the credit of Alliance, or ſometimes the 
commodiouſneſs of a Diverſion, rather 
than-for any great weight they made 
11 the main of the Afﬀair. 

The moſt frequent Wars of the 
Counts of Hollazd, were with the Frz- 
ſons, a part of the old Saxozs; and the 
fierceſt battels of ſome of the Counts - 
of Flanders, were with the Normans, 
who paſt that way into France, and 
were the laſt of thoſe Nations that have 
infeſted the more Southern parts of Fx- 
rope. I have ſomtimes thought, how 
it ſhould have come to paſs, that the 
infinite ſwarm of that vaſt Northern- 

Hive,. 


"* 
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Hive, which ſo often ſhook the World 
like a great Tempeſt, and overflowed 
| it like a Torrent; changing Names, 
and. Cuſtoms, and Government, and 


Language , and the very face of Na- - | 


ture, wherever they ſeated themſelves; 
which, upon record of ſtory, under the 
name of Gazls, pierced into Greece and 
Ttaly, ſacking' Rome, and beſfieging the 
Capitol in Camil/us his time ; under 
' that of the Cimbers, marcht through 
France, to the very confines of [taly, 
defended by Marius ; under that of 
Huns or Lombards, Viſigoths, Goths, and 
Vandals, conquered the whole Forces 
of whe Roman Empire, ſfackt Rome 
thrice in a ſmall compaſs of years ; ſeat- 
ed three Kingdomsin Spaiz and Afri:t, 
as well as Lombardy; and under that 
of Danesor Normans, poſſeſt themſelves 
of England, a great part of France, and 


even of Naples and Szrily, How (I 


ſay) theſe Nations, which ſeemed to 
ſpawn in every Age, and at ſome in- 
tervals of time diſcharged their own 
native Countries of {ſo vaſt Numbers, 
and with ſuch terror to the World, 
{hould about. ſeven or eight hundred 
years apo leave of the uſe of thele 
furious Expeditions, as if on a ſudden 

they 


5 
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- they ſhould have grown barren, or 
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came, or better contented with their 
own ill Climates. Bur I ſuppoſe, we 


__ owe this benefit wholly tothe growth 


- weaken 


and progreſs ofChriſtianity intheNorthg 


*by which, early and undiftinguiſht Co- 


pularion, or mulritude of Wives, were 
either reſtrained or abrogated; By the 
ſame means Learning and Civility got 
footing among them 1n ſome degree, 
and encloſed certain Circuits of thoſe 
vaſt Regions, by the diſtinCtions and * 
bounds of Kingdoms, Principalities, ar 
Commonalties. Men began to leave 
their wilder lives, ſpent without other 
Caresor Pleaſures, than of Food; or of 
Luſt; and betook themſelves to the 
eaſe and entertainment of Societies : - 
With Order and Labour, Riches be« 
gan, and Trade followed ; and theſe 
made way for Luxury, and that for 
many Diſeaſes or ill habits of Body, 
which, unknown to the former and. 
ſimpler Ages, began to ſhorten and 
both. Life and Procreation. 
Beſides, the diviſions and circles of Do- 
minion occaſioned Wars between the 


ſeveral Nations, though of one Faith ; 


and thoſe of the Poles, Hungarians, and 
Mauſcovites, with the Turks or Tartars, 
my made. 
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made greater ſlaughters ; and by..theſs 
Accidents I ſuppoſe the Numbers.cef 
thoſe fertil Broods have been leſſened, 
and their Limits in a-meaſure configgd; 
and we have had thereby, for io long 
together in theſe parts of. the World, 
the Honour, and Liberty: of Drawing 
our own Blood; upon the ,quarrels;;ot 
Humor or Avarice, Ambition or Prade, 
without the afliſtance,' or need, of any 
barbarous Nations to deſtroy us, ;,. 

But to end this digreſlion;,..and 
return to the Low-Countries, where the 
Governinent laſted,in the form and man- 


ner deſcribed, ( though in ſeveral Prig- 


cipalities,) till Philip of Burg andy,-in 
whom all the Seventeen Provinces came 
to be united. ” 0 

By this great extent of a populous, 
Country, and the mighty grawthi of 
Trade 1n- Brages, Gazt, and Antwerp, 
attributed by Comines to the goodnels 
of the Princes, and caſe aad fſafery of 


the People; both Philip,. and his" Son ' 


Charles the Hardy, found themſelves; a 
Match for France, then tauch weakened, 
as well by the late Wars of England, 


as the FaCtions of their. Princes, And. 
1a the Wars with Fraxce,was the Houle 


of Burgundy, under Charles and Max:- 
| mmliis 
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Gilten of: Auſtria; ' (who 'Mattied his 
Daughter andi Heir) and afterwards 
Bader Cha#les Xhe' Fifth,” their- Grand- 
<ChiHd, almoſt-conſtantly engaged ; ; the 
dr fe, 1 acceſs; ahd revolutions where- 
of are commoenty"known.' + Meet. 
SUBbilip of Buy#wndy, who began theth, 
252 good And wile Prince, lov'd by 
$SubjeAs; and 'eſteemed by' his Ene+ 
-viflch; po” rodkhis meaſures 'ſo well, 
that, -upon-the'declining of the Engliſh 
tG3catheſs abroad, by their Diſſentions 
66 *home, c he ended his quarrels 1n 
- Pace, by-a"Petice, with Safety and 
Hothour. So'that he rook no pretence 
nfrom his Greatneſs, or: his: Wars, to 
>Hiange-any: thing in the Forms of his 
Government : ' Bur Charles 'the Harty 
: engaged more'raſhly agaitiſt Franceand 
the Swit2ers, began to ) ask- greater and 
Frequent Contributions of his'SybjeCts ; 
which; gain'd' At" firſt by the credit of 
hisFather's Government and his own 
''Sfeat Deſigns, \bur #pent- in'\an -unfor- 
- filtate War,-made his People diſcon- 
terited, and him diſeſteerned, till he 
ended an unhappy Life, by an untimely 
: Death, in theBittel of Naxcy. 
:. . In-the time of Maximilian, ſeveral 


German Troops were brought down imo 
6 II Flan- 
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Flanders for their defence againſt 
France ; and in that of Charles the 
Fifth, much greater Forces of 8pani- 
aras and 1talians, upon the ſame bc- 
caſion ; a thing unknown to the Low- 
country-men in the time of their for- 
mer Princes. But through the whole 
courſe of this Emperor's Reign, who 
was commonly on the fortunate hand, 
his Greatneſs and Fame encreaſing to- 


\ gether, either diverted or ſuppreſſed 


any diſcontents of his Subje&ts upon 
the increaſe of their Payments, or the 
grievance of ſo many Foreign Troops 
among them. Beſides, Charles was,of 
a gentle and a generous Nature ; and, 
being born-in the Low-Conntries, was 
naturally kind and eafte to that Peo- 
ple, whoſe Cuſtoms and Language he 
always uſed when he was among them, 
and employed all their great Men in 
the Charges of his Court, his Govern- 
ment, or his Armies,through the ſeve- 
ral parts of his vaſt Dominions ; fo that 
upon the laſt great ACtion of his life, 
which was the reſignation of his Crowns 
to his Son and Brother, he-left to Phz- 
tip the Second, the Seventeen Provin- 
ces, in-a condition as Peaceable, and as 
Loyal, as either Prince or SubjeCts could 
— C'2 Philip 
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thole Spaniſh and Italian Forces,” and 
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Philip the Second, coming to the 
poſſeſſion of ſo many and great Do- 
minions, about the year 1556, after 
{ome trial of good and 1ll fortune in 
the War with France, ( which wasleft 


him by his Father,like an encumbrance 


upon a great Eſtate, ) reſtored, by the 
Peace of Camtrey, not only the quiet 
of his own Countries, but in a man- 
ner of all Chriſtendom, which was in 
ſome degree or other engaged in the 
quarrel oftheſe Princes. After this, he 
reſolved to return into Spain, and leave 
the Low-Countries under a {ſubordinate 
Government, which had been till Char les 
the Fifths time the conſtant Seat of 


their Princes, and ſhar'd the Preſence 
of that great Emperor with the reſt of 


his Dominions. But Philip, a Spaniard 


born, retaining, frorh the Climate or E- 
 ducation of that Country, the Severe- 


neſs and Gravity of the Nation, which 


the Flemings called Reſervedneſs and 


Pridez Conferring the Offices of his 
Houſe, and the -Honour of his Coun- 
cil and Confidence, upon Spartaras, 


_ and thereby introducing their Cuſtoms, 


Habits, and Language into the Court 
of Fla: ders: Continuing,after the Peace, 


the 


C 
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the demand of Supplies from the States 


which the War had made neceſſary,and 


the eaſier ſupported ; He ſoon left off 
being lov'd, and began to be feared by 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Provinces. 

- But Philip the Second thought it not 
agreeing with the Pomp and Greatneſs 
of rhe Houſe of 4»/tria, already at the 


head o—ingi 9 Dominions ; nor with 
a 


his Deſigns ofan yet greater Empire, to 
conſider the Diſcontents or Grievan- 
ces of ſo ſmall a Country ;: nor to be 
limited by their ancient Forms of Go- 
vernment: And therefore, at his depar- 
ture for Spain, and ſubſtitution of his 
natural Siſter the Dutcheſs of Parma, 
for Governeſs of the Low Countries, al- 
ſiſted by the Miniſtry of Grazve{, 
he left her inſtructed to continue the 


Foreign Troops, and the demand of _ 


Money from the States for their ſupport, 
which was now by a long courſe of 
War grqwn cuſtomary amoag them, 
and the Sums only diſputed between 
the Prince and the States : To eſtabliſh 
the Fourteen Biſhops, he had agreed 
with the Pope, ſhould 'be added to the 


| Three, that were anciently in the Low- 
Countries» To revive the Edias cf 
Charles the Fifth againſt Lnthcr, pub- 


C.'3 li{h't 
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Iifh*t in a Diet of the Empire about 
the year 1550, but eluded in the Low- 
Countries even in that Emperor's.time ; 
and thereby to make way for 'the In- 
quiſition with the ſame courſe it had 
received in Spainz of which the 
Lutherans here, and the Moors there, 
were made an equal -pretence. And 
theſe points, as they came'to be own- 
ed and executed, made the firſt Com- 
motions of Mens Minds. in the Pro- 
VInces- 1800 ot. 

\ The hatred of the People againſt 
the Spaniards, and the Infolencies of 
thoſe Troops, with the charge of their 
ſupport, made them look*t upon by the 
Inhabitants in general, as the Inſtru- 
ments of their Oppreſſion and Slavery, 
and not of their Defence, when a ge- 
neral Peace had left them no Enemies: 
And therefore the States began here 
their Complaints, with a general Con- 
ſent and Paſſion of all the Nobles, as 
wellas Towns and Country. And upon 
thedelays that were contrived,orfell in, 
the States firſt Tefuſed to raiſe any more 
Mornies either for the Speprards Pay, 
07 the:r.own ſtanding Troops ; and the 
Pcop!s r21 :2t0 fo great deſpair, that 
10 44/422 they abſolutely gave over 

- the 
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the working at their Digues, ſuffering . 
the Sea. to, gain every_Tide upon, the, 
Country ; and reſolving (as they faidy * 


rather 'to be devoured. by that Ele. 
ment, than by the Sp4#þ Soldiers :'So' 
that after many Diſ =b 5,and Intrignes.” 

BUS! lie Þro- 


vinces, the King, upon her Remon-.. 


between the Governe and the 


ſtrances,was induced-to. their removal; 


which was accordingly performed with 
of the P eopt +» 
The-erefting of Fourteen new_Bi-. 


great joy and applau 


ſhops Sees, raiſed the next Contelt.. 
The great Lords lookt upon this Inng- 
vation as a lefſening_of their Power, * 


by introducing ſa many-new Men into. 
the great Council. The Abbats (out. 


of whoſe Lands they were. to been: 


 dowed) pleaded againſt it, asa violent 
uſurpation upon. the Rights -of the. 


Church, .and the Will - of the Dead, 
who had given thoſe Lands to a OATS 
ticular uſe. The Commons murmured 
at it, as a-new. degree of Opprellion 
upon their Conſcience. er Liberty, by, 


the erefting. ſo many new Spiritual 


Courts of, Judicature, and ſo great : 
number. of Judges, being Seventee; 
for . Tbree,, that were. before inf 


Countr and thoſe depending abf32 
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Jutely upon the Pope, .or the King, 
And all Men declaimed againſt it, as a 
breach of the King's Oath at his ac- 
ceſſion to, the Government, for the 
preſerving the Church and the Laws in 
rhe ſame tate he, found them. Hows- 


ever, this Point was gain'd engirely by | 


the Governeſs,, and carried over the 


head. of all oppeſition., though not | 


without leaving a general diſcontent. 
Io the, midſt of _thefe ill. Humors 
ſtirring 1n Flanaers, the Wars of Reli- 
gion, breaking out in France, drove 
great numbers of Calwinifs into all 
thoſe parts of the Low Countries that 
- confine upen Frarce, as the Troubles 


of. Germany had' before of Lutherans, - 


into. the Provinces about the: Rhine; 
and the Perſecutions under Queen Mpry, 
thoſe of the Church of Erg/az4 into 
Flanders and Brabant, by. the great 
commerce of this Kingdom with Bruges 
and... | 

Theſe Accidents and Neighborhoods 
filled. theſe Countries, in a ſmall traf&t 
of Time, with ſwarms of the Reformed 
- Profeſiors: And the Admiration of 
their Zeal, the Qpinion of their Do- 
£trize and Piety , the Compaſſion of 


their Sufferings, the Infuſion of Hheks 
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Diſcontents , or the Humour of the 


Age, gain'd them every day many 


Proſelytes in *the Low Countries , ſome 


among the Nobles, many among the 
Villages, but moſt among the Cities, 
whoſe Trade and Riches were much 
encreaſed by theſe new -Inhabitants ; 
and whoſe Intereſt thereby, as well as 
Converſation, drew them on to their 
Favour. 

This made work for the I2qu:/ition, 
though moderately exerciſed by the 
Prudence and Temper of the Gover- 
neſs, mediating between the rigor of 
Granvell, whoſtrained up to thehigheſt 
his Maſter's Authority, . and the execu- 
| tion of his Commands, upon all occa- 
fionsz and the reſoluteneſs of the 
Lords of the Provinces, to temper the 
King's EdiCts,and protect the Liberties 
of their - Country againſt the admifſi- 
on of this New and Arbitrary Judica- 
tare, unknown to all ancient Laws and 


Cuſtoms of the Country; and for 


thar, not leſs odious to the People, 
than for the cruelty of their executions. 
For, before the Inquiſition, the care of 
Religion was in x Biſhops and be- 


fore that, in the Civil Magiſtrates 
throughout the Provinces. 


Upon 
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. Upon angry. Debates, in Council, 
but chiefly upon the univerſal Mini- 
firy of Grapvch, a Rurgundian of mean 
Birth, grawn. at_..laſt to. a Cardinal ; 
and more famous forthe greatneſs. of 
his Parts, thari the goodneſs of his Life. 
The chief. Lords of.the. Country. (a- 
mong .whom. the, Prince. of  Onezge, . 
Counts-Egmont and Horn,the Marquels 
of Berghen and Montigny, were, moſt 
conſiderable ) grew to ſo violeat and 
implacable anhatred of the Cardinal, 
( whether from Paſſion or Intereſt,) 
which was ſo univerſally ſpread through 
the whole Body of the People, either 
by the Cauſes of it, or the Examptk , 
that the Lords firſt refuſed their atren- 
dance in Council, . proteſting , Noe. | 
to endure the fight of a May ſo abſo- 
lute there, and to the ruin of their 
Country : . And: afterwards petitioned 
the King. in the name of the whole 
Country , for his removal : Upon the 
delay; whereof and the continuance of 
the . Inquiſition, the People appeared, 
upon, daily occaſions and accidents , 
heated, to that degree, as threatned a 
oeneral . Combuſtion .1n the whole Bo- 
dy, when ever the leaſt Flame ſhould 
break out in any part. — in: 
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But the King at length conſented. to 
Grarvel's receſs, by the Opinion of the 
Dutcheſs of Parma, as well as the per- 
ſuit of the Provinces: Wherupon *the 
Lords reaſſurned their places in Coun- 
cil ; Count Egmont was ſent into' Spain 
to repreſent the Grievances of the.Pro- 
vinces; and being favourably diſpatcher 
by the King, eſpecially by remicting 
the rigor of the Edits about Religi- 


on, and the Inquiſition, all noiſe of 


 Diſcontent and Tumult was appeaſed, 
the Lords were made uſe of by the 
Governeſs in the Council, and Con- 
duct of Aﬀairs; and the Governeſs 
was by the Lords both Obeyed and 
Honoured. Bi | 

In the beginning of the Year 1565, 
there was a Conference at Bayonne be- 
tween Katherine Queen-Mother of 
France and her Son Charles the Ninth, 
(though very young, ) with his Siſter 
1/{abella Queen of Spain: In which no 
other perſon but the Duke of Ava in- 
rerven'd, being deputed thither by Phz- 
lip, who exculed his own Preſence, and 
thereby made this Enterview paſs for 
an effect or expreſſion of kindneſs be- 


tween the Mother and her Children. 


Whether great Reſolutions are the more 
ket BE. 
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ſaſpefted, where great Sccreſie is ob- 
ſerved ; or it be true, what the Prince 
of Orange affirmed to have by acci- 
dent diſcovered, That the extirpation 
of all Families which ſhould profeſs 
the New Religion in the Frexch or 
Spaniſh Dominions, was here. agreed 
on, with mutual aſſiſtance of the two 
Crowns ; *Tis certain, and was owned, 
that Matters of Religion were the ſub. 
jet of that Conference z and that ſoon 
after, in the ſame Year, came Letters 
from King Ph:lip to the Dutcheſs of 
Parma, diſclaiming the Interpretation 
which had been given to his Letters 
by Count Egmorr ; declaring, His 
Pleaſure was, That all Herericks ſhould 
be put to death without remiſſion *: 
.That the Emperor's Edits, and the 
Council of Trent, ſhould be publiſh-- 
ed and obſerved; and commanding, 
That the utmolit afſiftance of the Ci- 
vil Power ſhould be given to the 1z- 


ns. 

hen this was divulged at firſt,the a- 
ſoniſhment was great throughout their 
Provinces ; but that ſoon gave way to 
their Rage, which began to appear 
in their Looks, in their Speeches, their 
bold Meetings and Libels; and was 
; . encreaſed 
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ſo many Executions upon account of 
Religion. The Conftancy of the Suf- 
ferers, and Compaſhon of the Behold- 
ers, conſpiring generally to leſſen the 
opinion of Guilt or Crime,and heighten 


a deteſtation of the Puniſhment and de- . 


fire of Revenge, againſt the Authors of 
that Counſel, of whom: the Duke of 
Alva was eſteemed the Chief. / 

In the beginning of the Year, 1566. 
began an open Mutiny of the Citizens 
in many Towns, hindring Executions, 
and wokagy Priſons and Offiters ; and 
this. was followed by a Confederacy 
of the Lords, Never to ſuffer the [z- 
quiſition 1n -the, Low-Countries, as 'con- 
trary to all Laws, both Sacred*'and Pro- 
phane , and exceeding the Cruelty of 
_ all former Tyrannies. Upon which, all 

reſolutions of 'Force' or Rigor grew 
unſafe for the Government, now too 
weak for ſuch a revolution of the Peo- 
plez and on the other ſide, Brederode, 
in confidence oof the general Favour, 
came in - the head: of Two hundred 
Gerti'emen , thorow the Provinces, to 
Bruſſels, and in bold- terms petitioned 
the Governeſs for aboliſhing the Inqui- 
ſition, and Editts abousr. Religions and 
| that 


s. 3p 
encreaſed by the miſerable ſpe&acles of 
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that new ones ſhould be fram'd by a 
Conveation of the States. 4 
The . Governeſs was forced to uſe 
gentle: Remedies to {o violent a Diſ- 
eaſe; toireceive the Petition without 
ſhew of the reſentment ſhe had at heart, 
and.r.to. \ agg a repreſentation of 
their, Deſires to the King; which was 
accordingly done: But thotigh the 
King 'was ftartled with ſuch conſe- 
quences of his laſt Commands, and at 
length induced. to recall them ; yer, 
whether by the ſlowneſs of his Na- 
ture, or the forms of the:Spaxiſb Courr, 
the Anſwer came too late : And as: all 
his former Conceflions, either by delay, 
or teſtimonies of ill-will or meaning 
in them;. had loſt the good Gracez ſo 
this loſt abſolutely the Effect, and came 
into the. Low-Conmtries when all was 
in flame, by an inſurrettion of the 
meaner people . through many great 
Towns of Flanders, Holand, and U- 
zrecht ;, who fell violently upon the 
{ſpoil of Churches, and deſtruction of 
Images, with a thouſand circumſtances 
of barbarous and bruriſh Fury, which, 
with the Inſtitution of Confiſtoriesand 
Magiſtratesin each Town among thoſe 


of the Reformed Profeſlion, with Pub- 
|  — 
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like” 'Confederacies/ and -DiſtinQions , 
and private Contributions 'agreed up- 

on for the ſupport of their common 
*Caufe, igave the firſt date in' this year 

of 2 566. ro''the +revolt of the” Low- 
Conntries. 

- - But the. Nobility of the- Country, 

and the richeſt of the People'in the 3 
Cities , though unſatisfied: with the 
Government, yet: feeling- the EffeQs, 
and-abhorring''the: Rage; of popular 
Tumults , as the worſt miſchief that 
can befall any State ; And/&ncouraged 
by the arrival of the- Kings Conceſit- 
ons, began to- unite their Coutieils and 
Forces with -thoſe of the*Governeſs, 
and to employ themſelvesboth with 
great Vigor antLoyalty; for-ſuppreſ- 
ſing the late Toſtrrections,thathad iz. 
ed upon many, and ſhakeq - moſt' of 
the Cities of the Provinces; 'in*'which 
the Prince of- Orarge and Count Fg- 
mont were great Inſtruments; by the 
Authority of their great Charges, (One 
. being Governor 'of Hc//an# and Rra- 
land, and the- other of Flanders; ) but 
more by the general love''and confi- 
dence of the People; Till-by - the re- 
ducing Yalenciens, Maeſtricht, and the 
Burſe, by Arms; The .ſubmiſſion of 
Aut erp 


Antwerp and other Towns ; The de- 


feftion of Count Egmont from the | 
Councils of the Confederate Lords (as 
they were, called; ) The retreat of the. 


Prince of Orenge into Germany ; and 


the death of Brederode, with the news 


and preparations of King Philip's ſud- 
den journy into the Low Countries, . as 
well — Prudence. and Moderatiofh 
of the Dutcheſs, in governing all theſe 
circumſtances 3 The whole Eſtate of the 
Provinces-was perfectly reſtored to its 
former Peace, Obedience, and, at leaſt, 
Appearance of Loyalty.  _ _. 

King Phzlip, whether having never 
really. decreed 


of the Provinces, and apprehenſion. of 
the Moors rebelling in Spain, or a. di- 
- truſt of his Son Prince Charles hjs 
vioknt Paſſions and. Diſpoſitions, , or 
the expeCtation of what had been. re- 
ſolved at Bayonne, growing Tipe for 
execution in Fraxce, gave Over. the 
diſcourſe of ſeeing the Low Countries; 
But at the ſame time took up the re- 
ſolution for diſpatching the Duke of 
Atva thither at the head of an Army 


of Ten thouſand Vererane $paniſp, and | 
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his. journy..into Flax- 
ders , or diverted by the pacification 
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Italian, Troops, for the aſliſtance of the | 
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\ | Governeſs, the execution of the Laws; 
the ſuppreſſing and puniſhmeat of all, 
who had been Authors or Fomenters of 
the late Seditions. . _ .. 

This Reſult was put ſuddenly Fr 
execution, though wholly againſt the 
Advice of the: Dutcheſs of -Parma in 
Flanders, and the Duke of Feris (one 
of the Chief Miniſters ) in Spaiz! 
Who thought, the preſent Peace * the 
Provinces ought not to be invaded -by 
new occaſions ; nor the Royal Autho- 
rity leflened , 'by being made a Parry 
in a_ War upon his Subje&s; nor a 
Miniſter. employed; where he was ſo 
profeſſedly both hating, and hated, as 
the Duke of 4lva ih the Low-Cout. 
$7705, 

But the Kite was unmoveable; ſo 
that in the endof the Year 1567; the 
Duke of. Abva . irrived. there. with an 
Army. of Ten thouſand, the beſt Spaniſb 
and Italian Soldiers, under the Com- 
mand .of the choiceſt Officers, which 
the Wars of Charles the : Fifth; or 
Philip the Second, had bred ip in Ex- 
Opt > which, with Two. thouſand Ger- 

ans the Dutcheſs of Pars had rai- 
| £d inthe laſt Tumults, and under the 

| Eotnmand of fo _ and RUE 
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a General as the Duke of A4lva, made 
up a Force, which nothing in the Low- 
Countries could look in the face with 
other Eyes, than of Aſtonifhment, Sub- 
miſſion, 'or Deſpair. 

Upon. the firſt report of this Expedi- 
tion, the Trading People of the Towns 
and Country. began in vaſt Numbers 
to retire out of the Provinces ; ſo as 
the Dutcheſs wrote tothe King, Thar, 
in few days, above a Hundred thou- 
{and Meri had left the Country, and 
withdrawn both their Money and 


Goods, and more were following every 


day : So great Antipathy there ever 
appears between Merchants and Soldi- 


ers; whilſt one pretends to be ſafe un- 


.: der Laws, which the other pretends 
ſhall be ſubje& to his Sword, and his 
Will. And upon the firſt Action of 
the Duke of Alva after. his arrival, 
which was the ſeizing Count Egmort 
and Hory, as well as the ſuſpeRed death 
of the Marqueſs of Bergher, and im- 
priſonment of Mortizny in Spain, (whi- 
ther, ſome Months before,they had been 
ſent with Commiſſion and Inſtructions 
from the Dutcheſs, ) ſhe immediately 
deſired leave of the King toretire out of 
the Low-Countries. | 

| This 
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This was eaſily obtained, and the 
Duke of 4/va inveſted in the Covern- 
ment, with Powers never given before 
to any Governour: A Council of 
Twelve was ereCted for Tryal of all 
Crimes cotimitted againſt the King's 
Authority, which was called by the 
People, The Conncil of Blood, Great 
numbers were condemned and execu- 
ted by Sentence of this Council, upon 
account of the late InſurreCtions ; More 
by that of the Inquiſition, againſt the 
parting-advice of the Dutcheſs of P4r- 
#2, and the Exclamations of the Peo- 
ple at thoſe illegal Courts. The Towns 
ſtomached the breach of their Char- 
ters, the People of their Liberties, the 
Knights of the Golden-Flzece the Char- 
ters of their Order, by theſe new and 
odious Courts of Judicature ; All com- 
plain of the diſuſe of the States, of the 
introduction of Armies, but all in vain: 
The King was conſtant to what he 
had deterthined ; Alvd was in his na- 
ture. cruel and 1inexorable; the new 


- Army was fierce and brave, and defi- 
Tous of nothing ſo much as a Rebelh- 


on 1n the Country ; The People were 
enraged, but awed and unheaded; All 
was Seizure and Proceſs, Confiſcation 
D 2 and 
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ſeized upon, as forfeited to the King. 
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and Impriſvtiment, Blood and Horror; 


Infolence and Dejection , Puniſhments 
executed, and'meditated Revenge : The 
ſmaller Branches were lopt off apace 


the- great ones were longer a hewing 


down. Count Egmont and Horze laſt- 


ed ſeveral Months 3 but, at length, in 
ſpight of all their Services to Charles 
the Fifth, and to Philip; as well of 
their new Merits, in the quieting of 
the Provinces, and of ſo great Suppli- 
cations and Interceſſions as were made 
in their Favour, both in Spaiz and in 
Flanders, they were publickly be- 
headed at Bruſſels, which ſeemed to 
break all patience in the People; and, 
by their end, to give thoſe commotions 
a beginning, which coſt Ezrope ſo much 
Blood;and Spain a great part of the Lows 
Conntry-Provinces. | 

After the Proceſs of Egmont and 
Horne, the Prince of Orange, who was 
retired into Germany, was ſummoned 
to his Trial for the ſame Crimes, of 
which the others had been accuſed; 
and, upon his not appearing, was con+ 
demned, proclaimed Traitor, and lys 


whole Eſtate, which was very great 


in the Provinces, (and in Burgarady ) 


The 
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The Prince, treated in this manner while 
he was quiet and unarmed* in Germany, 
employs all his Credit with thoſe Prin- 
ces engaged to him by Alliance; or by 
common fears of the Houſe of Au- 


ſftria, throws off all Obedience to the 


Duke of A4tva, raiſes Forces, joyns with 
great numbers flocking to Iim out of 
the . Provinces ; All enraged at the 
Duke of | 41va's Crucl and Arbitrary 
Government, and relolved to revenge 
the Count Ezmornt's death, (who had 
ever been the Darling of the People. Y 
With theſe Troops he enters Fri:/ind, 
and: invades the outward parts of Bras 
bant, receives ſuccars from the Pro- 
teſtants of Fraxce, then in Arms under 
the Prince of Conde: Andafter many 


. various Encounters and Succeſſes, by 


the great Condutt of Atva, and 'Va- 


-lour of his Veterane Army, being hin- 


dred from ſeizing upon any Town iti 
Brabant, (which both of them knew 
would ſhake the Fidelity of the-Pro- 
vinces, ) he ts at length forced to break 
up his Army, and to retire into Germ). 
Hereupon, Alva returns in Triumph to 
Bruſſels ; and, as if hes had made a 
Conqueſt, inſtead of a Pefence, cauſes 
out of the Cannon taken from Lewzs 
D 3 of 
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of Naſſau , his Statue to be caſt in 
Braſs, treading and inſulting upon'two 
ſmaller Statues, that repreſented the 
Two Eſtates of the Low-Conntries ; 
And this to: be erefted in the Cittadet 
he had built at Aztwerp, for the ab- 
ſolute ſubjeTting of that rich, populous, 
and mutinous Town. 
- Nothing had raiſed greater indigna- 
tion among the 'Fleminzs, than the 
publique ſight and oftentation of this 
Statue; and'the more, becauſe they 
knew the boaſt to be true; finding 
their ancient Liberties and Priviledges 
= Inheritance of ſo many Ages, or 

ounty of ſo'many. Princes ) all now 
proſtrate before this one Man's Sword 
and Will, who from the time of Cher/es 
the Fifth had ever been eſteemed: an 
Enemy of their Nation, and Author of 
all the Counfſels for the abſolute {ub- 
duing their Country. | 

But Alva, mov*'d with no Rumors, 
terrify'd with no Threats from a bro- 
ken and unarmed People, and think. 
ing Ro Meaſures nor Forms were any 
more neceſſary to be obſerved in the 
Low-Conntries, pretends greater ſums 
are neceſſary for the pay and reward 
of his Victorious Troops, than were 
—_ 
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annually granted upon the King's Re- 
queſt, by the States of the Provinces: 
And therefore demands a general Tax 
of the Hundredth part of every Man's 
_ Effate in the Low-Conrries, to be rai- 
ſed at once: And for the future, the 
Twentieth of all Immoveables, and the 
Tenth of all that was Sold. 

The States, with much relucancy, 
conſent to the firſt, as a thing that 
ended at oncez: but refuſed the other 
two, alledging the poverty of the Pro- 
vinces, andthe ruin of Trade. Upon 
the Duke's perſiſting, they petition the 
King by Meſſengers into Spazz, but 
without redreſs;. draw-out the Year in 
Conteſts, ſometimes ſtomachtul, ſome- 
times humble, with the Governor ; Till 
the Duke, impatient of further delay, 
caules the Edift, without conſent of 
the States, to be publiſhed at Brxſſels. 
The People refuſe to pay, the Soldiers 
begin to levy by forcez the Towns- 
men all ſhut up their Shops ; the Peo- 
ple in the Country forbear the Mar- 
ket, ſo as not ſo much as Bread or 
Meat is to be bought in the Town. 
The Duke is enraged, and calls the 
Soldiers to Arms, and commands ſeve> 


ral of the Inhabitants, who refuſed the 
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payments;to be hanged that very night 
upon their Sign-poſts? which nothing 


fnoves the Obſtinacy of the People. 


And now the Officers and the Guards 


are ready to begin the Executions , 


when news comes to Town of the ta- 
King of the Brie! by the Gzeſes, and 
of the expeQtation That had given of a 
Judden Revolt in the Proyince of Ho!- 


_ . | 
This unexpected blow. ffruck the 


Duke' of Alvz ; "and foreſeeing the 
conſequences of it, becauſe he knew 


the Stubble wasdry, and now he found 
the Fire was fallen in, the thought 
itan ill time to, make'an end of the 
Tragedy in Brabant, whilſt a new Scene 
was opened in Hollazd' and ſo, giving 
over for the preſent 'his Taxes an 

Executions, applies his Thoughts to the 
ſuppreſſion of this new Enemy, that 
broke in upon him from the Sea ; and 
for that 'reaſbn; tIfe bottom and reach 
of the .Deſign, as well as the nature 
and ſtrength of their Forces, were to 
the Duke the lefs known, and' the 


more ſufpe&ed.' Now becauſe this 


{eiztire of the Brie began the ſecond 
creat Commotion of the Low-Conuntrics 


in 1570, and that which indeed nevet 
WR RR” Co or EPS. | 
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vinces, where the death of the Spaniſh 
and Royal Government gave life to 
a new Commonwealth ; It will be ne- 
ceſſary to know, what ſort of Men, 
and by what Accidents united, and by 
what Fears or Hopes emboldned, were 
the firit Authors of this Adventure. 
Upon. Brederode?s delivering a Peti- 
tion to the Dutcheſs of Parma, againſt 


| the Inguiſition, and for ſome liberty in 


point of Religion ; Thoſe Perſons, which 
attended him, looking mean 1n their 
Cloaths and their Garb, were called by 
one of the Courtiers at their entrance 
into the Palace, Gweſes, which fſigni- 
fles Beggars; a Name, though raiſed 
by chance or by ſcorn, yet affefted by 
the Party, as an expreſſion of Humi- 
lity and Diſtreſs, and uſed ever after 
by both ſides, as a Name of diſtinction, 
comprehending all, who diſſented from 
the Roman Church, how different ſo- 
ever in Opinion among themſelves, 
Theſe Men, ſpread in great numbers 
through the whole extent of the Pros 
vinces, by the accidents and diſpoſiti- 
ons, already mentioned, after the ap- 
pealing of their firſt Sedition , were 
broken' in their common Counſels; and 


by 


be 


ended , but in the loſs of thoſe Pro- 
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by the Cruelty of the Inquiſition, and 
Rigor of Alva, were in great multi- 


' tudes forced to retire out of the Pro» 


vinces, at leaſt, ſuch as had means or 
hopes of ſubſifting abroad : Many of 
the poorer and more deſperate fled 


into the Woods of-the upper Coun- 
. tries, (where they are thick and wild,) 


and liv*d upon ſpoil; and, in the firſt 
deſcent 'of the Prince of Orazge his 
Forces, did great miſchiefs to all 
ſcatter'd parties of the Duke of At- 
v4's Troops in their march through 
thoſe parts. But after that attempt of 


the Prince ended without ſucceſs, and 


he was forced back into Germany; the 
Count of Marcke, a violent and im- 
placable Enemy to the Duke of Alva 
and his Government, with many others 
of the broken Troops, ( whom the ſame 
fortune and diſpoſition had left toge- 
ther in Fr/ezlazd,) mann'd out ſome 
Ships of ſmall force, and betook them- 
Jelves to Seaz and, with Commiſſions 
from the Prince of Orange, began to 
prey upon all they could maſter, that 
belonged to the Spaniards. They ſome- 
times ſheltered and watered, and ſold 
their Prizes in ſome Creeks or ſmall 


| Harbors of Ezz/aud, though forbidden 
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by Queen Elizabeth, ( then in Peace | 


with Spain) ſometimes in the River 
Ems, or ſome ſmall Ports of Friez/and ; 

till at length, having gain'd confider- 
able Riches by theſe Adventures, whe. 


ther to ſell, or to refreſh, whether 


driven by ſtorm, or led by deſi gn, (up- 
on knowledge of the ill Blood which the 
new Taxes had bred in all the Provinces) 
they landed in the Iſland of the Brze!, 
aſſaulted and carried the Town, pulPd 
down the Images in the Churches, pro- 
felled openly their Religion, declared 
againſt the Taxes and Tyranny of the 
Spaniſh Government, and were imme- 
diately followed by the Revolt of moſt 
of the Towns of Hollazd, Zraland, and 
Weſt-Friezland, who threw out the 
S$p2niſh Garriſons, renounced their obe- 
dience to King Phil:p, and ſwore Fide- 
lity to the Prince of O- arge. 

The Prince returned out of Ger- 


.#21ny with new Forces ; and, making 


uſe of this fury of the People , con- 
tented not himſelf with Holand and 
Zealand, but marcht up into the' very 
heart of the Provinces, within five 
Leagues of Bruſſels, ſeizing upon Mech» 
lin, and many other Towns, with. ſo 


great Conſent, Applauſe, and "— 
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of People, that the whole Spaniſþ Do- 
minion ſeemed now ready to- expire 
in the Low. Countries, if it had not been 
revived by the Maſſacre of the Prote- 
ſtants at Pars ; which, contrived by 
joint Counſels with King Philip, and 
acted by a Spaniſb party in the Court 


of France, and with ſo fatal a blow 


to the comtrary Faftion, encouraged 
the Duke of Alva, and dampt the 
Prince of Orazze in the ſame degree 
ſo that one gathers ſtrength enough to 
defend the heart of the Provinces, and 


the other retires into Holland; and 


makes that the ſeat of the War. 


- This Country was ſtrong by its na- 
ture and ſeat among the Waters, that 


encompals and divide 1t ; but more by 
a rougher ſort of People at that time, 
leſs ſoftned by Trade, or by Riches ; 
leſs uſed to Grants of Money. and 
Taxes; and proud of their ancient 
Fame, recorded in the Roman Stories, 
of being obſtinate Defenders of their 
Liberties, and rfow moſt implacable 
Haters of the Spaniſþ Name. 

All theſe diſpoſitions were increaſed 
and hardened, in the War that enſued 


under the Duke of Alva's Condudt, or 


his Sons ; by the ſlaughter of all in- 
| | nocent 
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nocent Perſons and Sexes, upon the ta» 
king of Naerden, where the Houſes 
were burnt, and the Walls levelked to 
the Ground; by the deſperate defence 


of Haerlem for ten Months, with all 


the praiſes and returns of ignominy, 
cruelty, and ſcorn on both ſides ; while 
the very Women lifted themſeſyes in 


Companies, repaired Breaches , gave - 


Alarms, and beat up Quarters, till, all 


being famiſht , four hundred: Burgers + 


( after the ſurrender) were killd in cold 
Blood,among many other examples of 


an incenſed Conqueror 3 Which made - 


the Humour of the parties grow more 
deſperate, and their hatred to Spazz and 
Alva incurable. 

The fame Army broken and forced 
to riſe from before Alcmaer , after a 
long and fierce Siege in Alva's time ; 
and from before Leydey, yn the time of 
Requiſenes ( where the Boors them- 
felves opened the Sluces, and drown'd 
the Country, reſol ring to miſchief the 
Spaniards, at the charge of their own 
ruin,) gave the great turn to Afﬀairs in 
Holland. | 

The King grows ſenſible of Danger, 
and apprehenſive of the total defeQi- 
on. of the Provinces; 4/va weary of 


his 
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his Government , finding his violent 
Councils and Proceedings had raiſed a 
Spirit, which was quiet before he came, 
and was never to be laid any more. 
The Duke is recalled, and the War 

oes on under Requrſemes , who dying 
Faddenly, and without proviſions made 
by the King for a Succeſſor; the Go- 
vernment, by cuſtoins of the Coun- 
try, devolved by way of Interitn up- 
on the Great Council, which laſted 
ſome time, by the delay of Dor Joh 
of Auſtria's coming, who was declared 
the new Governour. 

But in this Interim, the ſtrength of 
the Diſeaſe appears ; for,upon the mu- 
tiny of ſome Spaniſh Troops, for want 
of their Pay, and their ſeizing Aloft, a 
Town near Bruſſels, the People grow 
into a rage, the Tradeſmen give overt 
_ their Shops, and the Country-men 
- their Labour, and all run to Arms; In 
Bruſſels they force the Senate, pull out 
thoſe Men they knew to be moſt ad- 
died to the Spaniards, kill ſuch of 
that Nation as they meet 1o the ſtreets, 
and all in general cry out for the ex- 
pulfion of Foreigners out of the Low- 
Countries, and the Aſſembling of the 


States; to which the Council is forced 
| t0 
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to conſent. In the mean time, the chief 
Perſons of the Provinces enter into an 
agreement with the Prince of Orange, 
to carry on the common Afﬀairs of the 
Provinces by the ſame Counſels ; ſo as 
when the Eſtates aſſembled at Ghezr, 
without any conteſt, they agreed upon 
that Act, which was called 7 he Pacifi- 
cation of Ghent, in the Year 1576. 

whereof, rhe Chief Articles were, The 
expulſion of all foreign Soldiers out of 


the Provinces; Reſtoring all the an- 


cient Forms of Government; And re. 
ferring matters of Religion in each Pro. 
vince to the Provincial Eſtates; And 
that for performance hereof, the reſt of 
the Provinces ſhould for ever be con- 
federate with Holland and Zealand. 


. And this made the firſt Period of the 


Low-Country Troubles, proving to King 
Philip a dear Experience, how little 
the. beſt Conduct, . and boldeſt Armies, 
are able to withſRand the Torrent of a 
ſtubborn and enraged People , which 
ever bears all down before it, cill it 
comes to be divided into different 
Chanels by Arts, or by Chance ; or, till 
the Springs, which are the Humours 
that fed it, come to be ſpent, or dry up 
of themſelves. 

The 


Ty 
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| The Foreign Forces, refuſing to de- 
part, are declared Rebels ;. whereupon 


the Spaniſh Troops force and plunder 


ſeveral.Towns, and Aztwerp among the 
reſt, (by advantage of the Cittadel,) 
with equal Courage and Avarice; and 
defend themſelves in ſeveral Holds from 
the Forces of the States, till Don John's 


arrival at Luxemburg,the only Town of 


the Provinces, where he thought him-_ 


{elf ſafe, as hot involved in the defeQtion 
of the ret. 


The ' Eſtates refuſe to admit him; 
without his accepting and confirming 
the Pacification of Ghext ; which at 
length he does, by Jeave from the King; 


_andenters upon the Government with 


the diſmifſion of all Foreign Troops; 
which return into 1taly. But ſoon after, 
Dox Tohn, whether out of Indigna- 


- tion to ſee himſelf but a precarious Go- 


vernour, without force. or dependence 
or, deſiring new occaſions of Fame by 
a War; or, inſtructed from Spaiz up- 
on new Counſels, takes the, occaſi- 
on of complementing Queen M aygaret 
of Navar upon her journy out of France 
to the Spaw, and on a ſudden ſeizes 
upon the Caſtle of Namur. . Whereupon 
the Provinces for the.third time my 
| 0 
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off their Obedience, call the Prince of 
Orange to Bruſſels, where he is made 
Prote@&or of Brabant, by the States of 
that Province, and preparations are 
made on both ſides for tlie War t 
While $pain is buſie to form new Ars 
mie, and. draw them together in Na- 
mur and Laxemburs, the only Pro- 


'vinces obedient to that Crown: And 


all the reſt agree to ele& a Governour 
of their own, and lend to Mathias the 
Emperor's Brother, to offer him the 
Charge. 

At this time began to be formed 


the Male-content Party in tle Low-- 


Countries ; which,though agreeing with 


| the reſt in their hatred to the Spari- 


ards, and defence of their Liberties 
and Laws, yet were riot 1nclin'd to 


ſhake off their Allegiance to their 


Prince, nor change their old and eſta- 
bliſht Religion: And theſe were head- 
ed by the Duke of Are/cho?, and fe- 
[Great Men, the more averle from 
a general defeftion , by emulation or 
envy of the Prince of Orange his Great- 
neſs, who was now grown to have all 
the influence and credit in the Coun- 
lels of the League. 
By the aſſiſtance of this Party, after 
E Don 
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Doz John's ſudden Death, the Duke 
of Parma, ſucceeding him, gain'd 
Strength and Reputation upon his com- 
ing to the Government,and an entrance 
upon that great Scene of Glory and 
Victory , which made both his Perſon 


1o renowned, and the time of his Go- 


vernment ſignalized by ſomany Sieges 
and Battels, and the reduction of fo great 
a part of the Body of the Provinces to the 
ſubjeQtion of Spa:z. 0 | 
Upon the growth ofthis Party , and 


for diſtinftion trom them,who, perſuing 


a middle and dangerous Counſel , were 
at length to become an acceſſion to one 
of the Extreams; The more Nor- 
thern Provinces, meeting by. their De- 
puties at. Urrecht, in the Year 1579, 
tramed that AEt or Alliance, which 
was ever after called 7he Onion of V- 
zrecht ; and was the Original Confti- 
tution and Frame of thar Common- 
wealth, which has ſince been fo well 
known in the World, by the Name of 
{ he United Provinces. * | 
This Union was grounded upon the 
Spaniards breach of the Pacification of 
Gheat, and new invaſion of ſome 
Towns in Gelderland; and was not pre- 
tended to divide theſe Provinces mo 
ene 
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the generality, nor from the ſaid Pac:- 
cation; but to ſtrengthen and perſue 

the Ends of it, by more vigorous and 

united Counſels and Arms. 

_ Thechief force of this Union conſiſts 

in theſe Points, drawn out of the Inſtru- 

ment it felt. 

The Seven Provinces unite themſelves 

ſo, as if they were but one Province, 

and ſo, as never to be divided by Te- 


ftament, Donation, Exchange, Sale, or 


Agreement: _Reſerving to each parti- 
cular -Province and City, all Privi- 
ledges, Rights, Cuſtoms and Statutes; 
In adjudging whereof, or differences 
that ſhall ariſe between any of the Pro« 
vinces, the. reſt ſhall not intermeddle 
further, than to intercede towards an 
Agreement. - - | 
.- They , bind themſelves to affiſt one 


another with Life and Fortunes againſt 


all Force and Aſſault made upon any 
of them, whether upon pretence of 
Royal Majeſty, of reſtoring Carholique 
Religion,” or any other whatfoever, 
. All Frontier-Towns belonging to the 
Union, if Old,” to be fortified at the 
charge of the Province where they lye; 
if New, to be ered at the charge of 
the Generality. | 
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All Impoſts and Cuſtoms from three 
Months to three Months, to be offzr- 
ed to them that bid moſt; and, with 
the Incomes of the Royal Majeſty, to 
be employed for the common de- 
fence. 

All Inhabitants to be Lifted and 
Trained within a Month, from 18 to 
60 years old. Peace and War not to 
be made without conſent of all the 
Provinces ; Other caſes, that concern 
the management of both, by moſt 
Voices. Differences that ſhall ariſe up- 
on the firſt, between the Provinces, to 
be ſubmitted ts the Stadtholders. 

Neitghbouring-Princes, Lords,Lands, 
and Cities, to be .admitted 'into the 
Union, by conſent of the Provinces. 

For Religion, thoſe of Holland and 
Afaland to att in it as ſeems good un- 
to themſelves. The other Provinces 


may regulate themſelves according to 


the tegor eſtabliſht by Matthzas, or elle 
as they ſhall judge to be moſt for the 
peace and welfare of their particular 
Provinees ; provided, every one remain 
free in his Religion, and no Man be 


examined or entrapped for that caulc, | 


according to the Pacification of Ghez! 
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In caſe of any diſſention or diffe- 
rences between Proyinces, if it concern 
one 1n particular, it ſhall be accommo- 
dated by the others; if it concern all 
in general, by. the Stadtholders : In 
both which caſes, Sentence to be pro- 
nounced within a Month, and without 
Appeal or Reviſion. | 

The States to be held, as has been 
formerly uſed ; and the Mint in ſuch 
manner, -as. ſhall hereafter be agreed 
by all the Provinces. 

Interpretation of theſe Articles to 
remain in the States; but in caſe of 
their differing, in the Stadtholders. 

They bind themſelves ta fall upon, 
and impriſon, any, that ſhall a@& con- 
trary to theſe Articles ; in which caſe 


no Priviledge nor Exemption to be 


valid. 


Realand, Utrecht, and the Omlands of 
Frize, Jan. 23, 1579. but was not 
Signed by the Prince of Oranze till 

ay following ; and with this Signt- 
fication, judging, that by the ſame the 
Superiority and Authority of Arch- 


| Duke Aatihizs 15 not leflened. 


E } To 


| This A& was Signed by the Depu- 
ties of Gelderland, Zntphen, Holland, 
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In the ſame Year, this Union-was en- 
ter'd and ſigned by the Cities of Ghent, 
Nimmeguen, Arnhem, Leewarden, . with 
ſome particular Nobles of Friezland, 
Vento, Tpres, Antwerp, Breaa, and Bru- 
ges. And thus theſe Provinces became 
a Commonwealth , but in ſo'low.and 
uncertain a ſtate of Aﬀairs , by reaſon 
of the various Motions and AfﬀeCtions 
of Mens Minds, the different Ends and 
Intereſts of the ſeveral Parties, eſpect- 
ally in the other Provinces 5 atid the 
mighty Power and Preparations of the 
Spaniſh Monarchy to oppreſs them, 
that in their firſt 'Coin they icauſed a 


_ Ship to be ſtamped, labouring among 


the Waves without Sails or Oars; and 
theſe words: Izcertum, quo fata fee 
rant. = 
I thought ſo particular a deduction 
neceſſary to diſcover the natural cau- 
ſes of this Revolution ini the Low- 
Countries, which has fince had ſo great 
a part, for near an hundred-years,1n all 
the Aﬀions and Negotiations of Chri- 
ſtendom 3 and to find out the true In- 
centives of that obſtinate love for their 
Liberties, and invincible hatred-for the 
Spaniſh Nation and Government, which 
laid the foundation of this Common- 
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wealth: And this laſt T take to have 
been the ſtronger paſſion, and of the 
reater effe&t, both in the bold Coun- 
els of, Contrattlng their Union, and 
the deſperate Reſolutions of defend- 
ing it. For not long after, the whole 
Council of this new State, being preſt- 
by the extremities of their Afﬀairs, 
paſſing by the form of Government in 
the way of a Commonwealth, made an 
earneſt and ſolemn Offer of the Do- 


minion of theſe Provinces. both to Exg- _ 


land and France ; but were refuſed by 
both Crowns: And though they re- 
tain'd the, Name of a Free People, yet 
they ſoon loſt the caſe of the Liber- 
ties they contended for , by the abſo- 
luteneſs of their Magiſtrates in the 
ſeveral Cities and Provinces, and by 
the extream preſſure of their Taxes, 
which ſo long a War, with ſo mighty 
an Enemy, made neceſſary for the jup- 
port of their State. 

But the. hatred of the Spaniſh Go- 
vernment, under A/va, was {0 univer- 
ſal , that it made the Revolt general 
through the Provinces,running through 
all Religions, and all Orders of Men, 
as appeared by the ' Pacification of 
Ghent; Till by the diviſion of the 

| | E 4 Parties, 
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Parties, by the Powers of ſo vaſt a 
Monarchy as Spain at that time, and 
by the matchleſs Condu& and Valour 
of the Duke of Parma, this Humor, 
like Poifon in a ſtrong Conſtitution, 
and with the help of violgat Phyſick, 
was expelPd from the Heart, which was 
Flanders and Brabant, ( with the reſt of 
the Ten Provinces) into the outward 
Membersz and by their being cut off, 
the Body was ſaved. After which, 
the moſt enflamed Spirits being driven 
by the. Arms of Spa», or drawn by 
the hopes of Liberty and Safety, into 
the United Provinces out of the reſt, 
the hatred of Spain grew to that 
heigth, that they were not only wil- 
ling to ſubmit to any new Dominion, 
rather than return to the old; but 
when they could find no Maſter to 
rotect them, and their Aﬀairs grew 
deſperate, they were once certainly 
upon the Counſel of burning their 
reat Towns, waſting and drowning 
what they could of their own Country, 
and going to ſeek ſome new Seats 1n 
the Indies. Which they might have 
exccuted, if they had foynd Shipping 
enough to carry oft all the:r Numbers, 
and had nqt been detained by the oom- 
'_ paſhon 
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paſſion of thoſe which muſt have been 
left behind, at the mercy of an incen-» 
{ed and conquering Maſter. 
The Spaniſh and Italian Writegs 
content themſelves to attribute the cau- 
ſes of theſe Revolutions to the changes 
of Religion, to the native ſtubborn- 
neſs of the People, and to the Ambi- 
tion of the Princes of Orange : But 
Religion, without mixtures of Ambi- 
tion and Intereſt, works no ſuch vio- 


lent efte&ts 5 and produces rather the 


Examples of conſtant ſufferings, than 


of deſperate Actions. The nature of 


the People cannot change of a ſudden, 
no more than the Climate which in- 
fuſes it ; and no Country hath brought 
forth better Subjects, than many of 
theſe Provinces, both before and fince 
theſe Commotzons among them: And 
the Ambitien of one Man could nei- 
ther have deſigned or atchieved ſa 
great an Adventure, had it not been 
{econded with univerſal Diſcontent : 
Nor could that have been raiſed to ſo 
great an heighth and heat, without ſo 
many circutnſtances as fell in from an 
unhappy courſe of the Spaniſb Coun- 
ſels, to kindle and fomenc it. For 
though it had been hard to Head ſuch 
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2 Body, and give it ſo ſtrong a Prin- 
ciple of Life, and fo regular Motions, 
without the accident of ſo great a Go- 
vernour in the Provinces, as Prince 
William of Orange; A Man of equal 
Abilities-in Council and in Arms ; Cau- 
tious ' and Reſolute, 'Afﬀable and Se- 
vere, 'Supple to occaſions, and yet 
Conftanr-to his' Ends; of mighty Re- 
venues and Dependence in the Pro- 


' vinces, of great Credit and Alliance 


in Germany; eſteemed and honoured 
abroad, but at home infinitely lov'd 
and trifted by the People, who thought 
him affectionate to their Country, ſin- 
cere'-in his Profeſſions and Deſigns, 
able and willing to defend their Liber- 
ties, and unlikely to invade them by 
any. Ambition of his own, Yet all theſe 
Qualities might very well have been 


_ confin'd' to the Duty and Services of 


a Subje&, as they were in Charles the 
Fifth*s time ; Without the abſence of 
the King, and the Peoples Opinion of 
his I!]-will to their Nation and their 
Laws; . Without the continuance of 
Foreiga Troops after the Wars were 
ended ; The erecting of the new Bi- 
ſhops Sees, and introducing the 1nqu:- 
ſition; The ſole Miniſtry YRS 
| an 
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and excluſion of the Lords from their 


_ uſyal part in Councils and Aﬀairs; The 
Government of a. Man ſo hated, as the 


Duke of Alva; The rigor. of hjs Pro- 
ſecutions, and the infolenge of his Sta= 
rue: And laſtly, Withour the death-of 
Ezmont, and the impoſition. of the 
Tenth and Twentieth part, againft the 
Legal forms of Government in a,Coun- 
try, where a long derived. Succeflion 
had made the People fond ; and ;tenaci- 
ous of their ancient Cuſtomsagd Laws. 

Theſe were.the. ſeeds of their ha- 
tred to Spain.; which, incredling by 
the courſe of about Threeſcore-years 
War, was not :allay'd by.,a. long. ſac- 
ceeding Peace 3 but will appear..to have 
been an Ingredient into the Fall, as it 
was into the Riſe,of this State ; which, 
having been thus planted, came to be 
conſerved and cultivated by many 
Accidents and Influences from. abroad : 
But thoſe having had no part 1n the 


_ Conſtitution - of their State:, nor the 


Frame of their Government; I will 
content my ſelf to mention only. the 
chief of them, which moſt contributed 
to preſerve the Infancy of this Com- 
monwealth ,. and make way tor its 
growth. The Cauſes of its ſucceedin 
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. Greatneſs and Riches being not to be 

ſought for in the Evefitsof their Wars, 

þut in the Inſtitutions and Orders of 

«their Government, their Cuſtoms and 

"Trade, which will make the Argumeats 
of the enſuing Chapters. 

When Dos Joh»threw off the Conditi- 
ons he hadat firſt accepted of the Pacifi- 
cation of Ghez?r, and by the ſurprize of 
'Aemur broke into Arms; The Eſtate 
of the Provinces offer'd the Governinent 
of their Country to Matthias, Brother to 
the Emperor, as a temper between their 
return to the Obedience of Spain, and 
the Popular Government which was 
moulding in the Northern Provinces. 
But Matthias arriving without the ad- 
vice or ſupport of the Emperor , or 
Credit in the Provinces3 and having 
the Prince 'of Orange given him for 
his Lieutenant-General, was only a Cy- 
phcr, and his Government a piece of 

Pageantry, which paſt without effe&t, 
and was ſoonended; So that, upon the 
Duke of Parma's taking on him the 
Government, ſome new Protection was 
neceſlary to this Infant-State, that had 
not Lev to ſupport it againſt ſuch a 
ſtarm, as was - threatned upon the re- 
turn of the Spariſb and Italian Forces, 
to 
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to make theBody of a formidable Army, 
which the Duke of Parma was forming 
in Namur and Luxemburgh. 

Since the Conference of Bayonne be- 
tween the Queen-Mother of. Fraxce, 
and her Daughter Queen of Spaiz; 
Thoſe two Crowns had continued, in 
the Reign of Francis and Charles, to 
aſſiſt one another in the common De- 
ſign there agreed on, of proſecuting 
with violence thoſe they called the 
Hereticks, in both their Dominions. 
The Peace held conſtant, if not kind, 
between Ezglazdand Spain; ſoas King 
Philip had no Wars upon his hands 1n 
Chriſtendom,during theſe Commotions 
in the Low-Conntries; And the bold- 
neſs of their Confederates, in their firſt 


Revolt and Union , ſeemed greater at 


ſuch a time, than: the ſucceſs of their 
Reſiſtancesafterwards, when ſo many 
occaſions fell in to weaken and divert 
the Forces of the Spaniſh Monarchy. 
For Hezry the Third coming to the 
Crown of Fraxce, and at firſt only fet- 
ter'd and controuPd by the FaCQtion of 
the Gaiſes, but afterwards engaged in 
an open War, (which They had raif- 
ed againſt him, upon pretext of pre- 
ſerving the Catholique Religion, and in 
a CON-> 
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aconjunCtion of Counſels with Spain): 


was forced into better meaſures with 
the Hugonots of his Kingdom, (and fell 
into ill intelligence with Philip the Se- 
cond, ſo as' Queen Elizabeth having 


declined: to undertake openly the pro- 
tection of the Low-Country Provinces, 
Tt was, by the concuring reſolution of 


the States, and. the conſent of the 
#rench Court, devolved upon the Duke 
of Alencon, Brother to Henry th 
Third. {1 
But this Prince entred Antwerp with 
an ill preſage to the Flemings, by an 
attempt which a Biſcainer made, the 
lame day, upon the Prince of Orarge's 
Life, ſhooting him, though not mortal- 
Iy, in the' Head : And He continued his 
ſhort Government with ſuch mutual 
diſtaſts between the French and the 
Flemings, (the Hear and Violence of 
one Nation agreeing 1ll with the Cu- 
ſtoms and Liberties ot the other, ) that 
the Duke, attempting to make himſelf 
abſolute Maſter of the City of Aztwerp 
by force, was driven out of the Town, 
and thereupon retired out of the Coun- 


try, with extream reſentment of the 


Flemings,and indignation of the Frexch ; 


{o as the Prince of Orarge being not 
long 
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long after Aſſafin'd at Delph, and the 
Duke of Parma encreafing daily in Re- 
putation and in Force, and the Male- 
content Party falling back apace to his 
Obedience, an end was preſaged b 
moſt Men to the Afﬀairs of the Conf? 
derates. 
| But the Root was Joaper, and not {o 
eaſily ſhaken : For the Onited Provin- 
ces, after the unhappy TranſaCtions 
with the French, under the Duke of 
Alencon, reafſlumed their Union in 
. 1583. binding themſelves, in caſe, by 
fury of the War, any point of it had 
not been obſerved, to endeavour from 
that time to ſee it effected : In caſe any 
doubt had happened, to ſee it clear'd: 
And any Difficulties, compoled : And 
in regard, the Article concerning Re- 
ligion had been ſo fram'd in the Union, 
becauſe 1n all the other Provinces, be- 
ſides Holland and Yealand, the Romiſfs 
Religion was then uſed, but now the 
Evangelical; It was agreed by all the 
Provinces of the Union, That, trom this 
time in them all , the Evangelical Re- 
tormed Religion ſhould alone be openly 
Preached and Exerciſed. 

They were ſo far from being broken 
in their Deſigns by the Prince of 
Oranze's 
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Orange's death, "That they did all the 
Honour that could be to his Memory, 
ſubſtituted Prince Maurice his Son, 
though but Sixteen years old, in all 
1s Honours and Commands , and ob- 
Finately refuſed all overtures that were 
made them of Peace ; reſolving upon 
all the moſt deſperate ACtions and Sut- 
ferings, rather than return under the 

Spaniſh Obedience. | 
But theſe Spirits were fed and 
heighten'd, in a, great degree, by the 
hopes and countenance given them a- 
bout this time from Ezg /azd: For Queen 
Elizabeth, and Philip the. Second, 
though they ſtill preſerved the Name 
of Peace, yet had worn out, in a man- 
ner, the Effetsas well as the Diſpoli- 
tions of it, whilſt the Spaniard fo- 
mented and aſlifted the Inſurre&ions 
of the Triſh, and Queen Elizabeth the 
new Commonwealth in the Low-Coun- 
tries; though neither direQly, yet by 
Countenance,Money,voluntaryTroops, 
and ways that were equally felt on both 

ſides, and equally underſtood. 6o | 
- King Philip had lately increaſed the 
greatneſs of his Empire, by the Inhe- 
ritance or Invaſion of the Kingdoms 
of Portugal, upon King Sebaſtian's lols 
in 
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in Africaz But I know not whether 


he had encreas'd his Power, by the ac- 


cefſion of a Kingdom, : with diſputed 
Title, and a diſcontented Peopke, who 


could neither be uſed like good Sub- 


jets and governed without, Armies 
nor like a Conquered Nation, atid ſo 
made to bear the charge of their for- 


ced Obedience; But this addition of 


Empire , with the vaſt Treaſure flow- 
ing every year gut of the Indies, had 
without queſtion raiſed King Ph:/ip's 
Ambition to vaſter deſigns; which 
made him embrace at once, the pro- 
teftion of the League in Frazce againſt 
Henry the Third and Fourth, and the 


Donation made him of Ireland by the. 


Pope, and ſo embarque himſelf in a 
War with both thoſe Crowns, while 


He was bearded with the open Arms 
and defiance of his own SubjeRs in the 


oo Ir | 
| But 'tis hard to be imagin'd, how fat 
the -Spirit of one Great Man goes in 
the Fortunes .of any Army or State. 
The Duke of Parma coming to the 
Government without any footing in 
more than two of the ſmalleſt Provin- 
aes, colleting an Army from Sparn, 
Iraly, Germany, and the roles TO 
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having all the other Provinces confe- 
derated againſt him, and both England 
and France beginning to take open 
part in their defence ; yet, by force of 
his own Valour, Conduct, and the Diſ- 
cipline of his Army, with the diſ-in- 
tereſſed and generous Qualities of his 
Mind, winning equally upon the Hearts 
and Arms of the Revolted Countries, 
and piercing through the Provinces 


with an uninterrupted courſe of Suc- 


cefles, and the recovery of the moſt 
important Towns in Flanders ; At laſt, 
by the taking of Antwerp and Groxingue, 
reduced the Afﬀairs of the Union to 
fo extreme diſtreſs, that, being grown 
deſtirute of all hepes and ſuccors from 
France, ( then deep engaged tn their 
own Civil Wars, } They threw them- 
ſelves ' wholly at the Feet of Queen 
Elizabeth, imploring her ProteCtion,and 
offtering her the Sovereignty of their 
Country, The Queen refuſed the 
Dominion, but enter'd into Articles 


with their Depuries in £585. obliging. 


her Self ro very great Supplies of Men 
and of Moneys, lent them upon the 
ſecurity of the Brie!, Fluſhing, and 
Ramekins , which were performed, and 
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Sir John Norriceſent over to command 
her Forces; and afterwards in &7,-up- 
on: the War broken out with Sparr, 
and the mighty threats of the Spariſh 
Armada, ſhe ſent over yet greater For- 


| ces under the Earl of Lezceffer, whom 


the States admitted; and ſwore Obedi- 
ence to him , as Governour of their 
United Provinces, | 

But this Government lafted not long; 
Ciſtaſts and ſuſpicions ſoon breaking 
out between Leiceſter and the States ; 
partly from rhe jealouſie of his atteCt= 
ing an Abſolute Dominion, and Arbi- 
trary diſpoſal of all Offices ; But chiefly, 
of the Qyeens intentions- to make a 
Peace with Spain ; and the eafie loſs 
of ſome of their Towns, by Governors 
placed in them by the Earl of Leice- 
ſter, encreaſed their Dilcontents. Not- 
withſtanding this 11] intercourſe , the 
Queen re-aſfures them in both thofe 
Points, diſapproves ſome of Leiceſter's 
proceedings, receives franc and. hearty 
aſſiſtances from them in her Naval Pre- 


parations againſt the Spazards; and 


at length, upon the diſorders encrea- 
ſing between the Earl of Lezcefter and 
the States, commands him to reſign his 
Government, 2nd releaſe the States of 
| F 2 ne 
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the Oath they had taken to obey lim. 
And after all this had paſt, che Queen 
ealily ſacrificing all particular reſent- 
ments to the intereſt of her Crown, 
contintied her Favour, Protection and 


Aſſiſtances, to the States, during the 


whole courſe of Her Reign ,' which 
were return'd with the .greateſt defe- 
rence and veneration to her Perſon, that 
was ever paid by them to any Foreign 
Prince, and continues ſtill to Her Narne 
in the remembrance, and frequently in 
the mouths,of all ſorts of People among 
them. | 

 Aﬀter Leicefter's departure , Prince 
Maurice was, by the conſent of the 


Union, choſen their Governour, bur 


with a reſervation to Queen Elizabeth ; 
and enter'd that Command with the 
hopes ; which he made good ia the 
execution of it for many years ; pro- 
ving the greateſt Captain of his Age, 
famous, particularly, in the Diſcipline 
and Ordonance of his Armies, and the 
ways of Fortification by him firſt in- 
vented or perfected, end fince his time 
imitated by all. 

But the great breath that was given 
the States in the heat of their Afﬀairs, 
was by the fharp Wars made by Queen 

= Elizabeth 
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El:;zabeth upon the Spaniards at Sen 
in the Izdzes, and the Expedition of 
Libox and Caaiz, and by the decli- 


. ning Aﬀairs of the League in PFrarce, 


for whoſe ſupport Philip the Second 
was ſo paſſionately engaged, that twice 
he commanded the Duke of Parma 
to interrupt the courſe of his Victories 
in the Low-Conxtries, and march into 
France for the relief of Roan and 
Paris ; which muchaugmented the Re- 
nown of this great Captain , but as 
much impaired the ftate of the Spaniſh 
Aﬀairs in Flanders. For in the Duke 
of Parma's abſence, Prince Maurice 
took in all the places held by the Sp4- 
ziard on t'other fide the Rhzze, which 
gave them entrance into the United 
Provinces. 

The ſucceſſion of Henry the Fourth 
to the Crown of Erance, gave a mighty 
blow to the Deſigns of King Ph/ip ; 
and a much greater, The general obedt- 


ence and acknowledgment of him up- 


on his change of Religion. With this 
King, the States began to enter a confi= 
dence and kindneſs, and the. more by 
that which interceded. between Fm 
and the Qi1ecn of England, who had 
all their dependance during her lite3 
2 But 
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| But, after her death, King Henry grew 


to have gum credit than ever in 
the United Provinces; though, upon the 


' decay of the Spaniſh Power under the 


Aſcendent of this King, the States fell 
into. very early jealouſfies of his grow: 
ing too great and too near them in 


Flanaers. 


With the Duke of Parma died all 
the Diſcipline , and, with that, all the 


* Fortunes, of the Spariſh Arms in Flax- 


ders; The frequent Mutinies of their 
Soldiers, dangerous in effect and in ex- 
ample, were more talkt of, thanany 
other of their ations, in the ſhort Go- 


_ vernment of Mansfeld, Erneſt, and Fu- 


entes, Till the old Diſcipline of their 
Armies began to revive, and their For- 
tune a little to reſpire under the new 
Government of Cardinal Albert , who 
came into #laruders both Governour 


and Prince of the Low-Conntries, in 


the head of a mighty Army drawn out 
of Germany and Italy, co try the laſt 
effort of the Spaniſh Power, either in 
a proſperous War, or, at leaſt,in making 
way tor a neceflary Peace. de; 
But the choice of the Arch-Duke, 
and this new Authority, had a deeper 
root, and deſign, than at firſt appear'd: 
CT —_—-” . FX 
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For that mighty King P-:1ip the Se- 
cond, born to ſo vaſt Pofleſſtons, and 
to ſo much vaſter Defires, aftera long 
dream of raifing his Head into the 
Clouds, found it now ready to lye 
down in the Duſt : His Body broken 
with Age and Infirmities,his Mind with 
Cares and diftemper'd Thoughts, and 
the Royal ſervitude of a ſolicitous life 
He began to ſee, in the glaſs of Time 
and Experience, the true ſhapes of all 
human Greatneſs and Deſignsz And, 
finding to what airy Figures he had hj- 
therto ſacrificed his Health, and Eaſe, 
and the Good of his Life, He now 
turn'd his Thoughts wholly to Reſt and 
Quiet, which he had never yet allowed 
either the World, or Himſelf : His De- 
ſigns upon Erg/and, and his Invincible 
Armada, had ended in ſmoak : Thole 
upon Frarce, in Events the moſt, con- 
trary to what he had propoſed: And 
inſtead of maſtering the Liberties, and 
breaking the Stomach, of his Low-Courn- 
try Subjects, he had loſt Seven of his 
Provinces, and held the reſt by the te- 
nure of a War, that coſt him more than 


they were worth. He had made lately 


a Peace with Exg/ard, and delir'd it 
with France; and though he ſcorn'd 
F 4 Is 
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it with his revolted Subjects 1 in his own 


Name, yet he wiſh'd it in anothers; 


and was unwilling to entail a quarrel 
vpon 'his Son, which had croſt his For- 
tunes, and buſied his Thoughts all the 
courſe of his Reigh. He therefore re- 


ſolved to commit theſe two Deſigns to. 


the management of Arch-Duke Albert, 
With the ſtyle of Governor and Prince 
of the Low Countries; to the end, that, 
if he could reduce the Provinces to 


their old ſubjeRion; He ſhould Govern 
them as $pariſh Dominions ; If thac was. 


once more if vain attempted, He ſhould 
by a Marriage with Clara Iſabella Eu- 


genia (King Philip*sbeloved Daughter) 


receive theſe Provinces as a Dowry ; ; 


and become the Prince of them, with 


- a condition only, of their returning to 


Spain, in cale of T/abella's dying with- 
out Ifſue. King Philip believed, that 
the Preſence of a natural Prince among 
his Subje&s; That the Birth and Cu: 


ſtoms of ' Arch-Duke Albert, being a 


(German; The generous and obliging 
diſpoſitions of 1/atella, might gain fur- 
ther upon this ſtubborn Peo edi all 
the Force and Rigor of hi 1s former 
Counſels': And at the worſt ; Thar 


not 
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not a War, and without intereffing the 
Honour and Greatneſs of the Spaniſh 
Crown. | 

In perſuit of this determination, like 
a wiſe King, while he intended nothing 
but Peace, He made Preparations, as if 
he deſign'd nothing but War ; know= 
ing, that his own deſires of Peace would 
ſignifie nothing , unleſs he could force 
his Enemies to defire ir too. He there- 
fore ſent the Arch-Duke into Flanders, 


at the head of ſuchan Army, that, bes - 


lieving the Peace with France muſt be 
the firſt in order, and make way for 
either the War or Peace afterward in 
the Low-Conntries, He marcht into 


France, and took Amiens the chief 


City of Picardy, and thereby gaye ſuch 
an alarm to the Frezch Court, as they 
little 'expeCted ; and had never recei- 
ved 'in the former Wars, But while 
Albert bent the whole force of the 
War upon Fyaxce, till he determin'd 
it in a Peace with that Crown, Prince 
Maurice, who had taken Groningue in 
the time of Erneſt, now maſtered Ling- 
hen, Groll, and other places in Over- 
fel, thereby adding thoſe Provinces 
intire, tothe Body of the Union'z and 
at Albert's return into Flaygers, enter= 
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tain 9 him with the Battel of Newport, 
pub the deſperate Courage of the 
=” , under Sir Francis Vere, where 
ert was wounded, and very near 
"22d taken. 

After this Loſs, the Arch-Duke was 
yet comforted and relieved by the 
obſequious AﬀeCions and Obedience of 
his new SubjeCfts, ſo far as to reſolve 
upon the Siege of Offend; which ha- 
ving ſome time continued, and being 
almoſt diſheartned by the ſtrength of 


| the place, and invincible Courage of 


the Defendants, He was recruited 
by a Body of Eight thouſand 1:alians, 
under the Marqueſs Spnols, to whom 
the proſecution of this Siege was 
committed : He took the place, at- 
ter Three years Siege, not by any want 
of Men or Proviſions within, (the Ha- 
ven, and relief by Sea, being open all 
the time ;) but perfeAly for want of 
ground, which was gain'd foot by foot, 
till not ſo much was left, as would 
hold Men to defend it ; a great example, 


' how impoſlible it is to defend any Town, - 


that cannot be relieved by an Army 
ſtrong enough to raiſe the Siege. 


Prince Manrice, though he could-not || 


fave Oftend, made yet amends for 2 
loſs, 


- 
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loſs, by the taking of Grave and Sluyce; 


| ſoas the Spaniards gain'd little but the 


honour of the Enterprize: And Philip 
the Second being dead, about the time 
of the Arch-Dukes and Dutcheſles ar- 
rival in Flazders,and, with, him the per- 
ſonal reſentment of that War, the Arch- 
Duke, by conſent of the Spaziſb Court, 
began to apply his Thoughts wholly to 
a Peace; which another circumſtance 
had made more neceſſary, than any of 
thoſe already mentioned. | 

As the Dutch Commonwealth was 
born out of the Sea, fo out of the 
ſame Element it drew its firſt ſtrength 
and conſideration,as well as afterwards 
its Riches and Greatneſs: For before 
the Revolts, the Subjects of the Low- 
Countries ," though never allowed the 


Trade of the 1zdics, but in the Spa- 


ziſh Fleets, and under Spaniſh Covert, 
yet many of them had in that manner 
made the Voyages, and become skilful 
Pilots, as well as vers'd in the ways, 
and ſenſible of the - infinite gains of 
that Trade. And after the Union, a 
greater confluence of People falling 


down into the United Provinces, than 


could manage their Stock, or find em- 
ployment at Land; Great multitudes 
ge. turn'd 
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turn\d their endeavours to Sea ;' and, 
havirdg loſt the Trade of Spaiz and + 
the Streights, fell not only into That 
of Englang, France, and the Northern 
Seas, but ventur'd upon That of the 
Eaft-Indies, at firſt with ſmall Forces 
and Succeſsz But in courſe of time, 
and by the Inſtitution of an Eaſt- India 
Company , This came to be perſued 
with ſo general application of the Pro- 
vinces, and ſo great advantage , that 
they made themſelves Maſters of moſt 
of the Colonies and Forts planted 
there by the Porregneſſes (now Subjefts 
of Spain.) The Dutch Seamen grew 
as well acquainted with thoſe vaſt Seas 
and Coaſts, as with their own; and 
Holland became the great Magazine 
of all the Commodities of thoſe Eaſtern 
Regions, | : 

In the Wefti-Inazes their attempts 
were neither ſo frequent nor proſpe- 
rous , the Spaniſh Plantations there be- 
ing too numerous and ſtrong z But by 
the multitude of their Shipping, ſet out 
with publique or private Commiſſions, 
they infeſted the Seas, and began to 
walt for, and threaten, the Spanifh 1n- 
dian Fleets, and ſometimes to attempr 
their Coaſts in that new World (which 
| DT ” Wes 
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was to touch Spaiz in the moſt ſenſible 
part,)and gave their Court the aro 
motives to endeayor a Peace, that 
might ſecure thoſe Treaſures 1a their 
way, and preſerve them in-Spain, by 
ſtopping the iſſue of thole vaſt" Sums, 
which were continually tranſmitted to 
entertain the Low-Country Wars. 
Theſe ReſpeRts gave the firſt riſe to 
| a Treaty of Peace, the Propoſal where- 
of came wholly from the Spaniards 5 
and the . very mention of it could 
hardly at firſt be faſt'ned upon * the 
States 3 nor could they ever be pre- 
vaild with to make way for any Ne- 
gotiation by a ſuſpenſion of Arnis, till 
the Arch-Duke had declared, He would 
treat with them as with free Provinces, 
upon whom, neither He, nor Spain had 
any pretence, However, the Afﬀair 
was perſued with ſo much Art and 
Induſtry on the Arch-Dukes part, and 
with fo paſſionate Defires of the Spa- 
iſp Court, to end this War, That they 
were content to Treat it at the Hagze, 
the Seat of the States-Ceneral ; And, 
for the greater Honour, and, better 
Conduct of the whole Bufineſs, ap- 
pointed the four chief Miniſters of the 
Arch-Dukes, Their Commiſſoners- to 
attend 
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The Riſe and Progreſs Chap.l: 
attend and perſue it therez -who were, 
Their. Camp-Maſter-General Spzz0/a,; 
The Preſident of the Council, and the 
Two Secretaries of State and of War 
in. Flanders. 
On the other ſide, in Holand all 
the Paces towards this Treaty were 
ade with great coldneſs and arro-. 
gance, raifing punCtiſious difficulties 
upon every -word of the Arch-Dukes 
Declaration of Treating them as Free 
Provinces, ad upon Spazz's Ratification 
of that Formz And forcing them to 
| ſend Expreſſes into Spain, upon every 
occaſion, and to attend the length of 
thoſe Returns. For the proſperous ſuc- 
ceſs of their Arms at Land, in the courſe 
of above* Thirty years War and the 
mighty growth of their Naval Power, 
and ( under that Protection) of their 
Trade, had made the whole Body of 
their Militia, both at Land and Sea, 
averſe from this Treaty, as well as the 
greateſt part of the People ; . whoſe in- 
veterate hatred againſt Sp4iz was (till 
as fierce as ever; and who had the 
hopes or diſpoſitions of railing their 
Fortunes by the War , whereof they 
had ſo many and great Examplesamong 
them. 
| But 


TW. W., w. 
A 4 w.. 


%»F SW. Y PRA” ww aw" WW. WW 2. Wwa 1 CY. pros 


vF'vo., *” WW. 


Chap.I. of the United Provinces. 


- But there was,at thebottom, one Fo- 
reign,and another Domeſtick, Conſide- 
ration, which made way for this Treaty, 
more than all thoſe Arguments that 
were the common Theams, or than all 
the Offices of the Neighbour-Princes , 
who concerned themſelves in this Af- 
fair; either from Intereſt of their own, 
or the Deſires of ending a War, which 
had ſolong exerciſed, in a' manner, the 
Arms ofall Chriftendom upon the Stage 


of the Low-Courtries. The Greatneſs of 


the Spaniſh Monarchy, ſo formidable yn- 


der Charles the' Fifth, and Philip the Se- 


cond, began now to decline by the vaſt 
Deſigns; and unfortunate Events, of ſo 
many ambitious Counſels :' And,on the 
other ſ{ide,the Afﬀairsof Hexry theFourth 
of France were now at the greateſt 
Height and Felicity,after having atchie- 
ved ſo many Adventures, with incredi- 
'ble Conftancy and Valour; and ended all 


his Wars in a Peace with Spaiz.' The ' 


Dutch imagin'd, that the hot ſpirits of 
the French could not continue long 
withour ſome exerciſe; and that to 
prevent itat home, it might be neceſſa- 
ry for that King to give it them abroad; 
That noenterprize lay ſo convenient for 
Him, as that upon Flazders, which had 
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; The Rife and Progreſs Chap. I: 
anciently been part of the Ga/ick Na- 
tion; and whoſe firſt Princes derived 
and held of the Kings of France. Be- 
ſides, they had intimations, that Hezry 
the Fourth was taken upin great Pre- 


parations for War,which they doubted 


would at one time 'vr other fall on that 


- fide, at leaſt; if they were invited byany 


preater decays of the Spaniſh Power in 

"landers: And they knew very well, 
they ſhould lyeas muchat:the' mercy of 
ſuch a Neighbor as Frarce, as they had 
formerly done of ſuch a Maſteras Spazz. 


For the 'Spaziſh Power in Flaiwders was 


fed by Treaſures that came by long and 
perillous Voyages out of Spain ; By 
Troops drawn either from thence, or 
irom 1taly or Germany, with much ca- 
ſualty, and more expence: Their Ter- 
ritory of the Ten Provinces was ſmall, 
and awed by the Neighborhood and 
Tealouſies both of England and France., 
But if France were once Maſter of 


Flanders, the Body ' of that Empire 


would be ſo great, and fo entire; fo 
abounding in People, and 1o Riches, 
that whenever they found, or made, an 
occaſion of invading the VUszted Provin- 
ces, they had' no hopes of preſerving 
themſelves by any oppoſition or diverſt- 
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ChapiI. of the United Proviiicts. 
on.z* And the end of. their mighty ,re- 
ſiftances againft Spaiz was, to have ng 


. Maſter; and not to: change one for 


another, . as they ſhould do in this caſe: 
Therefore the moſt ' Intelligent among 
their Civil- Miniſters thought it ſafeſt, 
by a Peace, to give breath to the Arch- 

Duke's and Spaniſh Power, and by that 


means, to-leſſen the invitation of the 


Armsof France into Flanders, under ſo 
great a King, 

For what was Dotneſtique, The Cre- 
dit and Power of Prince Maarice, built 
at firſt upon that of his Father, but 
much raiſed by his own Perſonal Vir- 
tues and Qualities, and the ſucceſs of 


his Arms, was now grown ſo high 


(the Prince being Governor, or Stadt- 
holder, of Four of the Provinces, and 
Two of his Couſins of the other Three,) 
that ſeveral of the States, headed by 
Barxebelt, Penſioner of Holland, anda 
Man of great Abilities and Authority 
among ther, became jealous of the 


Prince's Power, and pretended to fear 
the growth of it to an abſolute Do- 


minion - They knew, it would incrcalc 


by the continuance of a War, which 


was wholly managed by the Prince ; 
and thought, that in a Peace it would 
G diminifh 


The Rife and Progreſs Chap. 1. 
diminiſh, and give way to the Authos 
rity of Civil Power: Which diſpoſed 
this whole Party to defire the Treaty, 
and to advance the progreſs and ifſue 
of it by all their affiftances. And theſe 
different humors ſtirring in the Heart 
of the States, with almoſt equal ſtrength || 
| and vigor ; The Negoriarion of a Peace || 
came-to be eluded, after long debates 7 
and infinite endeavours Breaking, in 
appearance, upon the points of Religi- || | 
on, and the zdian Trade: But yet 
came to knit again, and conclude in a : 
( 
a 
U 
a 


Truce of Twelve years, dated in the 
year 1609. whereof the moſt eſſential 
points were, The Declaration of Treat- 
ing with them as Free Provinces; The JI: 
Ceſſation of all Acts of Hoſtility on , 
both ſides, during the Truce ; The en- FJ 
joyment for that ſpace, of all that each J.. 
party poſſeſt at the time of the Treaty ; | 7, 
That no new Fortification ſhould be Fe, 
raiſed on either fide : And that free 
Commerce ſhould be reſtored. on all 
parts in the ſame manner, as it was be- 
fore the Wars. 

And thus the State of the .United 6 
Provinces came to be acknowledged, as I], 
a Free Common-wealth by their ancient. ſx. 
Maſter, having before been Treated ſo 
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Chap. IL of the United Provinces; 
by moſt of the Kings and Princes of 
rope, in frequent Ambaſſies and Ne- 
gotiations. Among which, a particular 
preference was given to the Engliſp 
Crown, whoſe Ambaſſador had Seſſion 
and Vote in.their Council of State, by 
Agreement with Queen Elizabeth; and 
in acknowledgment of thoſe great Al- 
ſiſtances, which gave life to their State, 
when it was upon the point of expis« 
ring : Though the Dutch pretend, that 
Priviledge was given to the Ambaſſa- 
dor, by virtue of the Poſſeſſion this 
Crown had of the Brie/, Fluſſgate, 
and Ramekinsz and that it was to ceaſe 
upon the reſtitution of thoſe Towns, 
and repayment of thoſe Sums lent by 
the Queen. p 
_ In the very time of Treating this 
Truce,a League was concluded between 
Henry the Fourth of Frence, and the 
States, for preſerving the Peace, if it 
came. to be concluded 4 or, in caſe of 
ts failing, for aſſiſtance of one another, 
with Ten thouſand Men on the Kings 
part, and Five thouſand on the States. 


Nor did that King make any difticulty 
of continuing. the rwo Regiments of 
Foot, and Two hundred Horſe in the 

ates Service, at his own chatge; after 
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The Riſeaid Progreſs Chap. 1. 
the-Truce,. which he had maintained 
for leveral years befgre it / Omitting 
no. proviſions that might tye that State 
to. his Intereſts,.and make” him at pre- 


| ſent Arbiter of the Peace, and'for the 
future of the War, if the Truce ſhould 


come to be. broken, or to expire of it- 
lelt. gs | 
"By what has been related ; it will 
ealily appear, - That no State was ever 
born with ſtronger Throws, or nurſt tip 
with harder fare,. or inur*d to greater 
Labours or, Dangers in the whole coutk 
of its Youth ; which are circumſtatices 
that uſually 'make ſtrong and healthy 
Bodies: And fo this has proved, ha 
ving never had more than one Diſeaſe 
break out, in the ſpace of Ninety three 
years, which may be accounted the Age 
of this State, reckoning from the Union 
of Utrecht , enter'd by the Provin- 
ces ih 1579, But this Difeaſe , like 
thoſeof the Seed, or Conception, it 
natural Body, Though it firſt appear 
in Barnevelt's time, breaking ot upon 
the Negotiations with Sp4i»,ahd feetty 
ed 'to end with his death; (who ws 
beheaded not many years after ;Y yt 
Jas it ever ſince continued lurking 1 


upon 
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ever their Period comes:, will prove. 


the occaſion of their Fall... 

The ground of this :name of Ar. 
miniaz . was, That whilſt, Barzevel:'s 
Party accuſed thoſe: of / the Prince 
of Orange's, as being careleſs.of their 
Liberties, ſo dearly bought, ; as devoted 
to the Hquſe of Orarye ; .and diſpoſed 
to the, admiſſion of. an, abſolute Prigs 
cipalityz andin order thereunto,as pro- 
moters-of a; perpetual, War with Spazz : 
So thoſe; of; the Prince's:Party, acculed 
the others,as leaning ſtill to,and looking 
kindly; ypan;. their qld , ſervigude, and 
reliſhing the Spaniard, both in their 
Paliticks!, .-by; ſo. eagerly -atiefting_ a 
Peace with, that Crown-;. and in theig 
Religion, by, being- generally Armin 
ans, ( which. was eſteemed the miggdle 
part between the Calviniſts and the 


Roman Religion.) And, belides. theſe = | 


mutual -Reproaches, the two Parties 
have ever-valued themſelves upon the 
aſſerting, one: of the true and purer 
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Reformed Religion; and the other, 
of the truer and freer Liberties of the 
State. | L170 

- The Fortunesofthis Commonwealth, 
that have happened in their Wars or 
Negotiatians , ſince the Truce with 
Spain, and what Circumſtances or Ac- 
cidents, both abroad and at home,ſerv'd 
to cultivate their mighty growth, and 
conſpired to the Greatneſs wherein they 
appear'd tothe World in the beginning 
of the year 1665. being not only the 
{ſubje& of the Relations, but even the 
Obſervations, of this preſent Age 3 I 
ſhall either leave, as more obvious, and 
leſs neceſfary to the account I intend 
of the Civil Government of this Com- 
mon-wealth : Or elſe reſerve them till 
the ſame vein of Leiſure or Humour 
invite mgto continue this Deduttion 
to this preſent time ; The Aﬀairs of this 
State having been complicated with all 
the variety and memorable- Revoluti- 
ons, both of Actions and Counſels, that 
have fince happened inthe reſt of Chri- 
ſtendom. 

In the mean time, I will- cloſe this 
Relation with an Event, whicharrived 
ſoon after the concluſion ofthe Truce, 
and had like to have broken it mays 
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the very year, if ngt prevented by the 
Offices of the Neighbour Princes, .buc 
more by a change of Humour in the 
United States, conſpiring to the conſer- 
vation. of the new-reſfored -Peace . in 
theſe parts of the World. 3 

In the end of the year 1609. dyed 
the Duke of Cleves and Fuliers, with- 
out Heir-male, leaving thoſe Dutchies 
to the pretenſions of his Daughters, in 
whoſe Right the Duke of Brqndex- 
burgh and Nieauburgh poilefied them- 
ſelves of ſuch parts of thoſe Territo- 
ries, as they firſt could invades each of 
them pretending right to the whole In- 
heritance.  Brandeaburgh ſeeks Prote- 
Qion and Favour to his Title, fromthe 
United Provinces; Nieuburg from Arche 
Duke Albert, and from Spain. The 
Arch-Duke, newly refpiring from-ſa 
long a War, had no deſire to intereſs 
himſelf in this Quarrel, further than the 
care, that the Darch ſhould nottake ad- 
vantage of it ; and, under pretext of a(- 


ſiſting one of the parties, ſeize upon 


ſome of thole Dominions lying con- 
tiguous to their own. The Dwch were 
not ſoequal, nor content to loſe fo fair 


an occaſion,and ſurprized the Town of 


Fuliers (though pretending only to keep, 
| G 4 it 
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The Rife and Progrefs Chap: 1, 
it till the parties agreed.)' And belie- 
ving thar $pa/z after having parted 
with ſo much in the late Truce, to end 
a' quarrel *'of their own, would not. 


-venture a breach of it upon a quarrel 


of their Neighbours. But the : Arch 
Duke, having-firſt taken his meafures 
with Sp:zn, and forelecing the conſe- 
uence of this:Afair, reſolved to ven- 
rure the whole State of Flanders in a 
new War, rather than ſuffer ſuch an en- 
'Ereaſe of Power 'and Dominion ta the 
States. 'And thereupon, Firſt, in the 
behalf of the Duke of - Vienburgh , re- 
*quires from-them the reſtitution of Jw- 
"Firs; and- ypon their artificious and 
*dfatory Anſwers, immediately draws 
-his Forces tagether, and -with'#-Army, 
under the'Cominand of Spind{#,marches 
towards. Jaliers, ( which»he Stares 
were if no care of, -as welF provided 
for a bold defence ; ) But makes a ſud- 
_ den turn, and fits down”before Wee, 
with ſuch a error and :trprize to the 
"Tnhabi:ants, that- he carries the Town 
'before the: Dtch coutd'' thme in to 
their affiſtanee. - Me/el was a ſtrong 
*Town_ upon the Ryinze,- which the 
"Duke "qof B/ivdenburgh 'pretended to, 
13s beJonSiaz-t6 the Dutchy of __ : 
hs us 
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Chap. I. of the United Proyinces. 
bacthe Citizens held it at this time 
as #i Imperial: Fown,' and under pro- 
t&Htign of rhe Darchz Who, amazed at 
this: ſudden-.and bold. attempt of Spi- 
nola, which made him- Maſter of a Paſs 
that lay fair for any further Invaſion 
upon their Provinces, ( eſpecially thoſe 
on t*.ther {ide the Rhine, ) engage the 
Offices of both the Exgiiſh and French 
Crowns; -re—- mediate an Apreemeanr, 
which ar length they conclude, ſoas 
neither party {hould,upon any pretence, 
draw their Forces into any part of 
theſe Dutchies. Thus the Arch-Duke 
having by the fondneſs of Peace, newly 
made a Truce, upon Conditions impos- 
{d.by the Dutchs, now by the Reſo- 
lution of making War, obtains a Peace, 
upon the very Tertns prapoſed by him- 
 felf, and by Spain. An Event of great 
Inſtruction and Example, how dange- 
rous it ever proves for weak Princes to 
call in greater totheir aid, which makes 
them a Prey to their Friend, inſtead of 
"their Enetny5 Hew the only time of 
making an advantageous Peace, is, 
when your Enemy deſires it, and 
when you are in the beſt condition 
of purſuing a War; And hoyy vain a 


Coun. 


The Riſe end Progreſs Clap.l, 
Counſel it is, to avoid a War, by yield- 
ang any point of Intereſt or Honour ; 
which but inyite new Inuries, 
encourage Enemies, and diſhearten 
Friegds. 
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'T. is evident -by ,what. has. been dif- 
courſed in the former Chapter con- 
ceraing the Riſgof this State, C which 
is to be dated from. the Uniog.of U- 
trecht,) that it cannot properly be ſtys 
led a Commonwealth, but is rathep g 
Confederacy of Seven Sovereign: 
vinces united together for their con» 
mon, and mutual defence, without any 
dependance one upon the-other.. But 
to diſcover the nature of their Govern» 
ment from the firſt ſprings and: moe 
tions, It muſt be raken yet into ſmaller 
pieces, by which it will appear, that 
each of theſe . Provinces 1s. bkewiſs 
compoſed of many little States.or Ct» 
ties, which haye ſeveral marks of So. 
vereign Power withia themſelves, and 
are nat ſubjet to the Sovereignty of 
their Provincez Not being concluded 
in many things by the mafority,butoaly 
by the univerſal concurrence of- Voices 


in the: Provincial States. For as the 


States-General; cannot make War or 
9 _ 7 
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* "Of their Government Chap. II, 
Peace;-or -any new Alliance, or .Le- 
vies of Money, without- the conſent 
of every Province ;;: fa cannot the 
States-Provincial conclude of any of 
thoſe points, without the-confſent of 
each of the Cities, that, by their Conſt1- 
turion; has a Voice/in -that - Aſſembly. 
And thoug h in many Civil Cauſes theje 
D95gs A Appeal from the Common'Judi- 
—_— the Cities, to the Provincial 
'of Juſtice 3" yer 10 Criminal, 
th 20 Yes none at all4;”'nor can the $0- 
verdi oy. of a Province exerciſe any 
buen , "ſeize upon any Offender, 
i i- any Offence - withia the Ju 
FSA B 'of : City-, or-execute:. 
eldlution-6r Law ,- but. %p 
Nat Na ſend. Officers of the Cityit- 
£79 this, a bertain Soveraigaty.in 
each City iis diſcerned;>the chief marks 
revt are, *The' Power of exerciſing 
Jſudicdtute, levying of Money, and ma- 
king W and Peace - or the other, 'of 
Cormng Money, ts 'neither” in particu- 
Ir C916 or Provinices,” but in ahe ge- 
nerality-6f- the Union,? by common As 
greenient.-:(- 
--"Fhe main: Ingregienss therefore] into 
the Ebmpolition of 'this' State, ars/ the 
Pecedom of the Cities, the Sorctalgaty 
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of the Provinces, the: Agreenieats-or 
Conſtitutions of the Union; and-the 
Authority of the- Princes of 'Oftnye 3 
Which make the "Order I Thall follow 
in the Account intended of this Go- 
veriment. But: whereas, -the' ſeveral 
Provinces in the Union, and "the: ſe- 
veral Cities 1n each Province , -as.they 
have,in their Orders and Conftitutions; 
ſome particular differences, as well as 
a general reſemblance; and theaccount 
of each diſtinatly would ſwell this Difl 
olirſe out of meaſure , and to- little 
roſes; I ſhall confine my - ſelf to 
the account of Hollard, as the richeſt, 
ſtrorigeſt, and of moſt Authority among 
the Provinces ; and of Amſterdim, as 
that which has the: ſame Preheminen- 
cies among+the Cities. | 
- * The Soveraign Authority: of: the Ci- 
ty. of ' Amſterdam , conſiſts, tn the De- 
crees or Reſults of-their Senate, -which 
is compoſed of Six and thirty Men, by 
whom the Tuftice is adminiſtred, ac- 
cording to ancient forms; in the 'names 
of Officers, and*Places of 'Tudicature. 
But Monies are Levied' by Arbitrary 
Refolutions, and Proportions,according 
to what appears convenient or- neceſſa- 
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lives, 809, the Senate, was anciently 
bolancby.,the Voices of the richer 

rghers,'or Freemen of the City , 
who upon the death of a Senator met 
rogether, either in a Church , a Mar- 
ker, or ſome other place ſpacious e- 
nough to'receive their numbersz and 
there made an elefion of the perſon 
$0 ſucceed, by the majority of Voices. 
Bur about a hundred and thirty , or 


Hbllend; began to increaſe in circuit, 
and in People, ſo as thoſe frequent Al- 


ſemblies grew into danger of tumult © 


and: diſorders upon every occaſion, by 
reaſon; of their Numbers and Conten- 
tion 2 This eleQion. of Senators came, 
by the reſolutioa of the Burghers, in 


one of their General Aſſemblies, to be - 


devolved. for ever, ,upon the ſtanding- 
Senate at- that time-; So, as ever ſince, 


when any one of their number dyes, 3 


new one is choſen by the reſt of the 


'Senate, without any intervention of 


the other Burghers; Which makes the 
Government a; ſort of Oligarchy, and 


very different from a popular Govern- 
ment, as-.it is-generally eſteemed b 


thoſe, who, paſſing or living in theſe 
| Fey Coun- 
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occaſions. Theſe Senators are for theil 


ty years ago, when the Towns of 
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common Obſervations , or Inquiries, 
And this reſolution of the -Burghers, 
either was agreed upon, or followed 


by general Conſent or Example, about 


the ſame time, in all the Towns of the 
Province, though wich ſome diffe- 
rence in number of their Senators. 
By this Senate are choſen the chief 
Magiſtrates of the Town, which are 
the Burgomaſters, and the Eſchevins : 
The Burgomaſters of Amſterdam are 
Four, whereof three are choſen every 
yearz ſo as one of them ſtays in Office 
two Years; but the three laſt choſen, 
are called the Reigning-Burgomaſters 
for that Year , and preſide by turns, 
after the firſt three Months ; for ſo long 
after a new EleQion, the Burgofnafter 
of the year before preſides; in which 
time it is ſuppoſed the new ones will 
grow. inſtrutted in the Forms and Du- 
ties of their Office, and acquainted 
with the ſtate of the Cities Afﬀairs. 
The Burgomaſters are choſen by 
moſt voices ofall thoſe Perſons ia the 
Senate, who have been eirher Burgo« 
.maſters or Eſchevins; and theis Au- 
thority reſembles that of the Lord 
'Mayor and Aldermen 1a our Cities. 
They 


Countries, content themſelves with. 
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They repreſent the*Dipniry of the Get 
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vernment, and do the Honour -of the 
City :vpon all occafions : They diſpoſe 
of all Under-Offtices that fall tn their 
time; -and iſſue out all Montes out of 
the common Stock or Treaſure, judg- 


1ng "alone” what is neceſſary for the 
Satety, Convenience, or Dignity of the 


City. They keep the Key of the Bank 
of Amſterdam, (the common Treaſure 
of {0 many Nations, ) which is nevet 
open'd without the Preſence of one of 
them; And they inſpect and'perſue all 
the great Publick Works of the City; 
as the Ramparts and Stadt-houſe, now 
almoſt finiſhed, with ſo great Magni- 
ficence, and fo vaſt Expence. 

This Office is a Charge of the great- 
eſt Tit, Authotity; and Dignity; and 
ſo much the greater, by not- being of 
Profit or Advantage, ,but only as a 
way-to-other conftant-employments in 


the City, that are ſo.- The Salary of a 


Burgomaſter of Amfterdam, is butFive 
hundred Gilders-a year, - though there 
are Offices worth Five thouſand intheir 


diſpolal ; But yet- none of them known | 
'tohave' taken Money: upon ſuch occa- 


ons, which would loſe all their 'Cte- 
dit--in the Town, and theteby- their 
RES” Fortunes 
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Forrunes by any Publick Employments. 


They are obliged ro no ſort of ex- 
pence, more than ordinary modeſt Ci- 


tizens, in their Habits, their Atten- 


dance, their Tables, or any part of their 
own Domeſtick. They are .upon all 
Publick Occaſions waited on by Men 
in Salary from the Town ; and whar- 
ever Feaſts they make up6a Solemn 


days, or for the Entertainment of any 


Princes or Foreign Miniiſtets; the 
Charge is defrayed out of the Common, 
Treaſure ; but proportioned by their 
own diſcretion. At other. times, they 
appear in all places with the ſimplicity 
and modelity of ocher private C:tizens. 
When the Burgomaſter's Officeexpires, 
they are of courſe diſpoſed into the 


' ather Charges or Employments of the 


Town, wh: h are very many and bene- 
ficial; unleſs they Iofſe their Credit 
with the Senate, by any want .of Dili- 
gence Or: Fidelity in the diſcharge of 


their Office, which ſeldom arrives. 


The Eſchevins are the Court of Ju- 
ſlice. in every Town, They are at. 
Amſterdam nine in Number ; ; of which 
Sven are choſen Annually ; but two 
of the preceding ycar continue 1a Oi- 


fice: A' double number is named by | 


H the 
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the Senate, out of which the Burgo- 
maſters now chuſe, as the Prince of 
Orange did in the former Conſtitution. 
They are Soveraign Judges in all Cri- 
minal Cauſes. In Civil, after a cer- 
tain value, there lies Appeal to the 
Court of Juſtice of the Province. But 
they pals ſentence of Death upon no 
Man, withour firſt adviſing with the 
Burgomaſters 3 though,afrer that form 
is paſt, rhey proceed themſelves, and 
are not bound to follow the Burgo- 
maſters opinion, bur are left. to their 
own: This being only a care or fa- 
vour of Supererogation to the Life of 
Man, which is {o ſoon cut off, and ne- 
ver tO be retrieved or made amends 
for. ; 

_ Under theſe Soveraign Magiltrates, 
the chief ſubordinate Officers of the 
Town, are the Treaſurers, who receive 


and iſſue out all Moneys that are pro- 


. perly the Revenues or Stock of the 
Ciry: The Scout, who takes care of 
the Peace, ſeizes all Criminals, and 
ſees the Sentences of Juſtice executed, 
and whoſe Authority is like that of 2 
Sheriff in a County with us, or 4 


Conſtable in a Pariſh. The Perforer,; 


who is a Civil-Lawyer, verſt in the 


C U {toms 


Of their Government, Chap. if. 


Chap. II. Of their Government, 


Cuſtoms, and Records, and Privileges 
of the Town, concerning which he 
informs the Magiſtracy upon occafion, 
and | vindicates them upon diſputes 
with other Towns 3 He 1s a Servant of 
the Senate and. the Burgomaſters, 


delivers their Meſſages, makes their _ 


Harangnes upon all Publick Occaſi- 
ons, and is not unlike the Recorder 
in one of our Towns. : 

In this City of Amſterdam is the fa- 
mous Bank, which is the greateſt Trea- 
ſure, either real or imaginary, thar ts 
known any where in the World. The 
place of it 1s 2 great Vault under the 
Stadthouſe, made ſtrong with all rhe 
circumſtances of Doors and Locks, 
and other appearing cautions of ſafety, 
that can be: And ?ris certain, thar 
whoever is carried to ſee 'the Bank, 


ſhall never fail to find the appearance 
_ 0! a mighty real Treaſure, . in Barrs of 


Gold and Silver, Plate and infinite 
Bags of Metals, which are ſuppoſed ro 
be all Gold and Silver, and may be fo 
tor ought I know. But the Burgo- 
maſters only having the inſpection of 
this Bank, and no Man ever taking 
any particular account of what ifſues 
In and out, from Age to Age, 'tis im- 
H 2 polible 
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- great Payments,that are made between 
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poſſible to make any calculation, or 
ouels what proportion the real Trea- 
ſure may hold to the Credit of it. 
Therefore the-ſecurity of the Bank lies 
not only in the. effefts that are in it, 


but in the Credit of the whole Town 


or State of Amſterdam, whoſe Stock 
and Revenue 1s equal to that of ſome 
Kingdoms; and who are bound to 
make good all Moneys that art 
brought into their Bank; The Tickets 
or Bills hereof make all the uſual 


Man and Man in the Town ; and not 
only in moſt other places of the Ut 
ted Provinces, but in many other Trad: 
ing-parts of the World. So as this 
Bank is properly -a general Caſh, where 
every Man lodges his Money, becauſe 
he eſteems it ſafer, and eafier paid in 
and out, than if it were in Rs Coffers 
at home: And the Bank is ſo far 
from paying any Intereſt for what 5 
there brought in, that Money 1n the 
Bank is worth ſomething more ufſſ 0n 
common Payments, than what run 
current in Coyn from Hand to Hand; 
No other Money paſſing in the Bank, 
but in the ſpecies of Coyn the bel 
known, the moſt aſcertain'd, and : 
mc 
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moſt generally current 1n all parts of the 
Higher as well as the Lower Germany. 
The Revenues of Amſterdam ariſe 
out of the conſtant Exciſe upon all 
ſorts of Commodities bought and ſold 
within the Precinct: Or, out of the 
Rents of thoſe Houſes or Lands that 
belong in common to the City : Or, 
out of certain Duties and Impalitions 
upon every Houſe, rowards the uſes of 
Charity, and the Repairs, or Adorn- 
ments, or Fortifications, of rhe place : 
Or elſe, out of extraordinary Levies 
conſented ro by the Senate, for fur- 
niſhing their part of the Publicic ' 
Charge that 1s agreed to by their De- 
puties in the Provincial-States, for rhc 
ule of the Province : Or by the De- 
puties of the States of Ho{/1nd in the 
States-General , for: ſupport of the 
Union, And all theſe Payments are 
made 1nto one Common Stock of the 
Town, not, as many of ours are, into 
that of the Parith, ſo as attempts 
may be eafier made at rhe calculati- 
ons of their whole Revenue : And I 
bave heard ir aftirmed, That what 1s 
paid of all kinds ro Publick Utes of 
the States-General, the Province, and 
the City in Amfterdim, amounts t: 
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Holland. 


. Oterling a year. 
Computations, nor give theſe for any 


- 
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above Sixteen hundred thouſand pounds | 
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But I enter into no 


thing more, than' what I have heard 
from. Men who pretended to make 
ſuch Enquiries, which, I confels, I did 
not. Tis certain, that, '1n no Town, 
Strength, Beauty, and Convenience, 
are better provided for, nor with more 
unlimited Expence, than in this, by the 
Magnihcence of their Publick Build- 
ings, as Stadthouſe and Arſenals ;, The 
Number and Spaciouſneſs, as well as 
Order and Revenues of their many 
Hoſpitals ; "The commodiouſneſs of 
their Canals,runnming through the chief 
Streets of ' paſſage; The mighty 
ſtrength of their Baſtions and Ram: 
parts; And the neatneſs, as well as 
convenience, -of their Streets, ſo faras 
can be compaſled in ſo great a con- 
fivence of induſtrious People : All 
which couid never be atchieved with 
out a Charge much exceeding what 
_— proportioned to the Revenuc of 
ne: ſingle Town. | 
ne Senate chuſes the Depuries, 
which are ſent from this City to the 
States of Holland, The Soveraignty 
wher eof is repreſented by Deputies q 
ST OE the 
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the Nobles and Towns, compoſin 
Nineteen Voices ; Of which the No- 
bles have only the firſt, and the Cities 
eighteen, according to the number of 
thoſe which are called Stemms ; The 
other Cities and Towns of the Pro- 
vince having no voice 1n the States. 
Theſe Cities were originally but S1x, 
Dort, Haerlem, Delf, Leyden, Amſter- 
dam. and Tergon. But were encreaſed 
by Prince Wiliam of Naſſaw, to the 
number of Eighteen, by the addition 
of Rorterdam, Gorcum, Schedam, Scho- 
noven, Briel, Alcmaer, Horne, Enchu- 


\ « , 
ſen, Edam, Moninckdam, Medenblick, 
and Permeren, This makes as ereat 


an inequality in the Governm: n of 
the Provifice, by ſuch a ſmall City as 
Permeren having an equal voice 1n 
the Provincial-States with Amſtercar, 
(which pays perhaps half of all charges 
of the Province,) as ſeems to be 1n 
the States-General by ſo ſmall a Pro- 
vince as Overyſſe! having an equal 
voice in the States-Genz2ral, with that 
of Holland, which ' contributes more 
than half. to the general charge of the 
Union. Burt this was by ſome Wri- 
ters of that Age interpretel to be 
done by the Prince's Authority , to. 
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leſſen that cf the Nobles, and balance 
that of the greater Cities, by the voi- 
ces of the ſmaller , whoſe dependen- 


ces were eaſier to be gained and ſe- 


cured. 

The Nobles, though they are few 1n 
this Province, yet are not repreſented 
by all their number, but by Eight or 
Nine, who as Deputies from their Bo- 
dy have Seſſion in the States-Provin- 
cial ; and who, when one amons them 
dyes, \chuſe another to ſucceed him. 
Though they have all together . bur 
one voice equal to the ſmalleſt Town ; 
yer they are very confiderable in the 
Government, by polſeſhng many of 
the beſt Charges both Civil-and Mili- 
tacy, by having the direCtion of all 
the Eccleſiaſtical Revenue that was 
ſeized by the State upon the change 
of Religion ; and by ſending their De- 
puties to all the Councils both of the 
Generalry andthe Province, and by 
the nomination of one Counſellor in 
the two great Courts'of juſtice, They 
give their Voice firſt in the Aſſembly 
of the States, and thereby a great 
weight to the buſineſs in conſultation. 
The Penfioner of Holland is ſeated 
with them, - delivers their Voice for 


LEO 4M them, 
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them, and aſliſts at all their Deliberati- 
ons, before they come to the Aſſembly. 
He is,properly, but Miniſter or Servant 
of the Province, and fo his Place or 
Rank 1s behind all rheir Deputies z bur 
hasalways great Credit, becauſe he is 
perpetual,or ſeldom diſcharged ; though 
of right he ought to be choſen or renew- 
edevery fifth year. He has place in all 
the ſeveral Aſſemblies of the Province, 
and in the States propoſesall Aﬀairs,ga- 
thers the Opinions, and forms or digeſts 
the Reſolutions ; pretending likewiſe a 
Power, not toconclude any very impor- 
tant Aﬀair by plurality of Voices, when 
he judges 1n his Conſcience he oughr 
not to do it, and that it will be of 1ll 
conſequence or prejudice to the Pro- 
vince. He 1s likewiſe one of their con- 
ſtant Deputies 1n the States General. 
The Deputies of the Cities are drawn 
out of the Magiſtrates and Senate of 
each Town : Their Number 1s uncer- 
tain and Arbitrary, according to the 
Cuſtoms or Pleaſure of the Ciries that 
ſend them, becauſe they have all toge- 
ther but one Voice, and are all main- 
tained at their Cities charge : But cem- 


monly one of the Bargomaſters, and 


the Penſioner are of the number. 
— The 
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The States of - Holland have their 
Seſſion in the Court at the Hagae, and 
aſſemble ordinarily four times a year, 
in February, June, September, and No- 
vember. Inthe former Seftions, they 
provide for the filling up of all vacant 
Charges,. and for renewing the Farms 
of all the ſeveral Taxes, and for con- 
ſulting about any matters that concern 
either the general good of the Pro- 
vince, or any particular differences 
ariſing between the Towns. But in 
November, they meet purpoſely to re- 
ſolve upon the continuance of the 
Charge which falls to the ſhare of 
their Province the following year, ac- 
cording to what may have been agreed 
upon by the Deputies of the States- 
General, as neceſſary for the ſupport 
of the State or Union. | | 
For extraordinary occaſions, they 
are convoked by a Council called the 
Gecommitteerde Raeden, or the Com- 
miſtoned Counſellors, who are pro. 
perly a Council of Stafe, of the Pro- 
vince, compoſed of ſeveral Depuries ; 
One” from the Nobles ; One from 
each of the chief Townsz And bur 
One from three of the ſmaller Towns, 
each of the three chuttng him by. 

_—_—_ _ turns 
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turns. . And this Council fits conftant- 
ly at the Hague, and both propoles 
to the Provincial-States, at their ex- 
traordinary Aſſemblies, the matters of 
deliberation ; and executes their Reſo- 
lutions. = 

In theſe Aﬀemblies, though all are 
equal in Voices, and any one hinders 
a reſult ; yet it ſeldom happens, but 


that united by one common bond of 


Intereſt, and having all one common 
End of Publick Good 3 They come 
after full Debates to eaſie Reſolutionsz 
yeilding to the power of Reaſon, where 
it is clear and ſtrong ; And ſuppreſſing 
all private Paſſions or Intereſts, fo as 
the ſmaller part ſeldom conteſts hard 
or long, what the greater agrecs of. 
When the Deputies of the States a- 
gree in Opinion, they ſend Tome of 
their number to their reſpeAive Towns, 
propnſing the Aﬀair and the Reaſons 
alledged, and deſiring Orders from 
them to conclude 3 Which ſeldom fails, 
if the neceſſity or utility be evi- 
dent: Tf it be more intricace, or 1uf- 
fers delay, The States adjourn for 
ſuch a time, as admits the return of 
all the Deputies to their Towns 3 
where their influence and intercſt, = 
STS OS | 2g 
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the impreſſions of the Debates in their 
Provincial Aﬀemblies, make the con- 
ſent of the Cities eaſier gain'd. 
Beſides the States and Council men- 
tion'd, the Province has: likewiſe a 
Chamber of Accounts, who manage 
the general Revenues of the Province : 
And, befides this Truſt, they have the 
abſolute diſpoſition of the ancient De- 
meſn of rlollazd, without giving any 
account to the States of the Province. 
Only at times, either upon uſual in- 
tervals, or upon a neceſſity of Mo- 
ney, the States call upon them for a 
Subſidy. of Two or Three Hundred 
Thouſand Crowns, or more, as they are 
preſt, or conceive the Chamber to be 
grown rich, beyond what is propor- 
tioned to the general deſign of encrea- 
ſing the eaſe and fortunes of thoſe 
Perſons who compole it. The' States 
of Holland diſpols of thele charges to 
Men grown aged in their ſervice, and 
who have paſſed through molt of the 
Employments of State, with the efteem 
of Prudence and Integrity ; and ſuch 
perſons find here an honourable and 

roftitable retreat. 
The Provinces of H:Uind and Zea- 
land, as they uſed formerly to have 
one 
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one Governour in the time of the 
Houſe of Burgundy and Auſtria ;. 10 
they have long had one common Ju- 
dicature, which 1s exerciſed by two 
Courts of Juſtice, each of them com- 
mon to both the Provinces. The firſt 
is compoled of Twelve Counſellors, 
Nine of Holand, and Three of Zea- 
land, > of whom the Governor of the 
Provinces 1s. the- Head ; by the old 
Conſtitution uſed to preſide whene- 
ver he pleaſed, and to name all the 
Counſellors except one, who was cho- 
ſen by, the Nobles. - This Court judges 
without appeal 1n all Criminal Caules ; 
but in Civil, there lyes appeal to the 
other Court, which is called the High 
Council, from - which there is no Ap- 
peal, but only by Petition to the States 
of the Province for a reviſion : When 
theſe judge there is reaſon for it, they 
grant Letters-Patents to that purpole, 
naming ſome- Syndiques out of the 
Towns, who being added to the Coun- 
{ellors of the two former Courts, re- 
viſe and judge the Caule in the laſt re- 
ſort. And this courſe ſeems to have 
been inſtituted by way of ſupply or 
imitation of the Chamber of Mecchlys, 
to which, before the Revolt "_ 

oh ro- 
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Provinces, there lay an Appeal,by way 

_ of Reviſion, from all or moſt of the 
Provincial Courts of Juſtice, as there 
Rill doth in the Spaniſh Provinces of the 
Netherlands. 


Govern The Union is made up of the Seven 
oe .z Soveraign Provinces before named, 


who chuſe rheir reſpetive Deputies, 
and ſend them to rhe Hagze, for the 
_.compoling of three ſeveral Colledges, 
called, The States-General, The Coun- 

cil of State, and the: Chamber of Ac- 

counts. The Soveraign Power of this 

United-State lyes efteftively in the 

Aſſembly of the.States-General, which 

_ uſed at firſt to be convoked upon ex- 
traordinary occaſions, by the Council 

of State ; but that ſeldom, in regard 

they uſually confifted of above Eight 
hundred Perſons, whoſe meeting toge- 

'ther in one place, from ſo many ſeveral 
parts, gave too great a ſhake to the 

whole Body of the Union ; made the 

Debates long, and ſometimes confu- 

ſed; the Reſolutions flow, and, upon 

ſudden occaſions, our of time. Ia the 

abſence of the States-General , the 
Council of State repreſented their Au- 

thority, and executed their Reſoluti- 

ons, and judged of the neceſlity of a 

new 
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new Convocation : Till after the Earl 
of Leiceſter's departure from the Go- 
vernment, the Provincial-States deſired 
of the General, That they might, by 
their conſtant reſpeCtive Deputies, con- 
tinue their Aſſemblies under the Name 
of States-General, which were never 
after allembled but at Bergen ap 200m, 
for ratifying, with more ſolemn form 
and Authority, the Truce concluded 
with Duke Albert and Spain. 

This defire of the Provinces was 
grounded upon the pretences, That 
the Council of- State convoked them 
but ſeldom, and at will; and that be- 
ing to execute all in their. abſence, 
they thereby arrogated to themſelves 
too great an Authority 1n the State. But 
a more ſecret reaſon had greater weight 
in this Aﬀair, which was, That the 
Exgliſh Ambaſſador had, by agreement 
with Queen El:zabeth, aconſtant place 
in their Council of State ; , And upon 
the diſtaſts ariſing between the Pro- 
vinces and the Earl of Lezcefter, with 
lome jealoufies of the Queen's diſpo- 
ſition ro make a Peace with Spazp, 
They had no mind that Her Ambaſſa- 
dor ſhould be. preſent any longer in 
the firſt digeſtion of their Aﬀairs 

; which 


I12 


# Of their Government. Chap. II. 
which was then uſually made in the 


, Council of State. And hereupon they 


firſt framed the ordinary Council, cal- 
led the States-Gereral, which has ever 
ſince paſſed by that Name, and ſits 
conſtantly in the Court at the Hag ne, 


repreſents 'the Soveraignty of the U- 


nion, gives Audicnce and Diſpatches 
to all Foreigo Miniiters ; but yet is 
indeed only a repreſentative of the 


States-General; the Aſſemblies whereof 


are wholly diſuſed. WE 
he Council of State, the Admiral- 
ty, and the Treaſury are all ſubordi- 
nate to this Council 3 All which are 
continued in as near a reſemblance, as 
could be, to the ſeveral Councils uſed 
in the time when the Provinces were 
ſubjeCt to their ſeveral Principalities ; 
or united under One in the Houſes of 
Burgundy and Auſtria : Only the feve- 
ral Deputies (compoſing .one voice) 
now ſucceeding the ſingle Perſons em- 


ployed under the former Governments: 
And the Hague, which was the ancient 


Seat of the Counts of Holland, ill 
continues to be {do of all theſe Coun- 


cils ; where the Palace of the former 


Soveraigns lodges the Prince of Oraxge 
4s Governonr, and receiyes theſe feye- 
| "Mo 
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ral Councils as attending ſtill upon the 
Soveraignty, repreſented by the Statess 
Cs : | 

The Members of all theſe Councils 
are placed and changed by. the ſeves 


ral-Provinces, according to their diffe+ 


rent or agreeing Cuſtoms. To the States« 
General every one ſends their Depus 
ties, in what number they pleaſe; ſome 
Two, ſome Ten or Twelve; Which 
makes no difference, : becauſe all mats 
ters are Carried, not by the Votes of 
Perſons, but of Provinces; and all ths 
Deputies from one Province, how few 
or many: ſoever, have one ſingle Vote: 
The Provinces differ likewiſe in the 
time. fixed for their Deputation ; ſome 


ſending for a Year, ſome for more, and 


others for life. The Province of Ho: 
land, fend to the States-General one of 


their Nobles, who is perpetual 3 Two. 


Deputies choſen out of their Eight 
chief Towns; and One out of Noxths 
Hollawd ; and with theſe, Two of their 
Provincial Council of State; and their 
Penſroner. © | 
Neither Stadtholder or Governour; 
or any perſon in Military charge, has 
Seſlion in the States-General. Every 
Province preſides their week in _ 
1 ar 
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and. by the moſt qualified . Perſon ' of 
the : Deputies of that Province : He 
ſits in a Chair with Arms, at the mid- 
dle-of a long Table, capable of hold- 


ing about Thirty Perſons; For about 


that number this Council is uſually 
compoled of. The Greffer, who is in 
nature of a Secretary, fits at the lower 
end of the Table: When a Foreign 
Minifter has Audience, he- is ſeated at 
the middle of this Table, over againſt 
the Preſident : Who propoſes all mat- 
ters in this Aſſembly ; Makes the Gref- 


fier read all Papers; Puts the Que- 


ſtion ; Calls the Voices of: the Pro» 
vinces3: And forms the Concluſion. 
Or, it he refuſes to conclude accor- 
ding to the plurality, he is obliged to 
reſign his Place to the Preſident of the 
enſuing week, who coneludes for 
him. | 

This 1s the courſe in all Afﬀairs be- 
fore them, except in caſes of Peace 
and. War, of Foreign Alliances, ot 
Raiſing, or Coining, of Monies, or the 


 Priviledges of each Province or Mem» 


ber of the Union. In all which, All 
the Provinces muſt concur , Plurality 


being not at all weighed or obſerved. 


This Council is not Soveraign , but 


only il 
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only repreſents the Soveraignty ; and 
therefore, though Ambaſſadors are both 
received and lent in their Name; yet 
neither are their own choſen, nor Fo- 
reign Miniſters anſwered , nor any of 
thoſe mennioned Afﬀairs reſolved, with- 
out conſulting firſt the States of each 
Province by their reſpective Depuries, 
and receiving Orders from them; And 
in other important Matters, though de- 
cided by Plurality, They frequently 
conſult with the Council of State. 
Nor has this Method or Conſtituti- 
0n ever been broken fince their State 
began, excepting only in one Aﬀair, 
which was in Jarnary 1658, when Hts 
Majeſty ſent me over to propole a 
League of Mutual Defence with this 
State, and another for the preſerva- 
tion of Flanders from the invaſion of 
France, which had already conquered 
a great-part of the Spaniſh: Provinces, 
and left the reſt at the mercy of the 
next Campania, Upon this occaſion -[ 
had the fortune to prevail with the 
dtates-General, to conclude three Trea- 
ties, and upon them draw up and fign 
the ſeveral Inſtruments, in the ſpace 


of Five days 3 Without pafling the 
eſſential Forms. of their Government 
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by any_ recourſe to the Provinces, 
which muſt likewiſe have had 1t to the 
ſeveral Cities; There, I knew, thoſe 
Foreign Miniſters, whoſe Duty and In. 


tereſt it was to oppoſe this Attair; ex- 
pected to meet, and to elude 1t, which 
could-.not have failed, 1n cale it had 


run that circle, ſince engaging the 
Voice of one City muſt have broken 


it. *Tis erue, that in concluding theſe 


Alliances withour Commiſſion from 
their Principals, The Depuries of the 
States-General ventur'd their Heads, if 


they had been diſowned by their Pro- 


vinces ; but being all unanimous, and 
led by the clear evidence of fo di 
rect,and ſo important an Iatereſt,(w hich 
muſt have been loſt by the uſual de 
lays,) They all agreed to run the ha- 
zard; and were ſo far from being dif 
owned, that they were applauded by 
all the Members of every Province; 
Having thereby changed: the whole 
face of Afﬀairs in Chriſtendom, and laid 
the foundation of the Triple-Alliance, 
and the Peace of Azx, ( which were 
concluded about Four Months after.) 
So great has the force of Reaſon and 
Intereſt ever proved in this State, not 
only to the uniting of all _— in 
their 
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their Aſſemblies, but to. the abſolving 
of the greateſt brgach of their: Origt- 


nal Conſtitutians; Even in a State, 


whoſe Safety and Greatneſs has been 
chiefly founded upon the ſevere and 
exact obſervance of Order and Me- 


thod, in all their Counſels and Executi- 
- ons. Nor have they ever uled, at any 
other time, any greater means to agree. 


and unite the {everal Members of ther 


Union, in the Reſolutions neceſſary,uj - 


on the molt preſſing occaſions, than fer 
the agreeing-Provinces to name ſome of 
their abieſt perſons to go and confer 
with the diſſenting, and repreſent thoſe 
Reaſons and Intereſts, by which they 
have been induced to their Opint- 

0s. | 
The Council of State 1s compoſed 
of Deputies from the ſeveral Provin- 
ces, but after another manner than the 
States-General, the number being hxed. 
Gelder/and ſends Two, Hollznd Three, 
Zealand and Utrrecht Two: apicce, 
Friezeland, Ovcryſſel and Gronin2 hen, 
each of them One, making in all 
Twelve, They Vote not by Provine 
ces, but by Perſonal Vaices 5 and cve- 
ry Depury prefides by. turns, In this 
Council the Governour of the Fro- 
- VINES 
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vinces has Sefſion, and a deciſive voice; 
And the Treaſurer-Ggnera], Seſſion, but 
a voice only deltberative ; yet he has 
much credit here, being for life; and 
ſos the perſon deputed to this Coun- 
cil from the Nobles of Holland, and 
the Deputies of the Province of J-4- 
land. The reſt are but for two, three, 
or four years. 

The Council of State executes the 
Reſolution of the States-General ; con- 
ſults and propoſes to them the moſt 
expedient ways of raiſing Troops, and 
levying Monies, as well as the pro- 
portions of both, which they conceive 
neceſſary in all ConjunCtures and Re- 
volutions of the State : Superintends 
the Milice, the Fortifications, the Con- 
tributions out of Enemies Country, 
the forms and diſpoſal of all Paſsports, 
and the Afﬀairs, Revenues, and Go- 
vernment of all places conquered 
ſince the Union ; which, being gain'd 
by the common Arms of this State, de- 
pend upon the States-General, and not 
upon any particular Province. 

Towards the end of every year, this 
Council forms a ftate of the Expence 
they conceive will be neceſfary for the 
year enſying ; Preſents it to the States: 
-; OE General, 
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\ General, deſiring them to demand ſo 
much of the States-Provincial, to be 


raiſed according to the uſual Propor- 
tions, which are of zooo00 Gr. 


grs ſt d 
Gelderlayd 2612 —— O05 —— 00 
 Holland- —— $8309 —— 01 - IO 
 Realand- 9183 —— I4——— 02 
Utrecht -- $830-—— I7 —— 1T 
Friezeland — 1 IST I5 Io. 
Overyſſcl -2671 of O4. 
Gronmgue —— 5830 17 ————= 


This Petition, as 'tis called, 1s made 
to the States-General, in the Name of 
the Governour and Council of State, 
which is but a continuance of the 
forms uſed in the time of their Sove- 
raigns, and ſtill by the Governors and 
Council of State in the Spaniſh- Nether. 
lands : Petition figniftying barely 
asking or demanding, though implying 
the thing demanded to be wholly 1n 
the right and power of them thac 
oive. It was uſed by the farſt Counts,. 
only upon extraordinary occaſions, and 
neceſſities ; but in the time of the 


Houſes of Burgundy and Avſtria, grew 


to be a thing of courſe, and Annual, 
| _ as 


"TT 
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-as It is ſtill in the Spaniſb Provinces. - 
The Council of State difpoſes' of 
all ſums of Money deſtin'd for all ex- 
traordinary Aﬀairs, and expedites the 
Orders for the whole expence of the 
$tate, upon the Reſolutions firſt taken, 
in the main, by the States-General. 
The Orders muſt be Signed by Three 
Deputies of ſeveral Provinces, as well 
as by the Treaſvrer-Genera), and then 
Regiſtred inthe Chamber of Accounts, 
before the Receiver-General pays them, 


which is then done without any difficul- 


ty, charge, or delay. 

*Every Province raiſes what Monies 
it pleaſes, and by what ways or means3 
lends its 2074, or ſhare, of the general 
charge, to to the Receiver-General, and 
converts the reſt to the preſent uſe, or 
reſerves it for the future _— of 
tbe Province, © | 

' The Chamber of Accounts was 5 ereft- 
od about Sixty years ago, for the eaſe 
of the Council of State,' to Examine 
and ſtate'all' accounts of all the feve- 
ral Receivers, to Controul and Regiſter 
the Orders of. the Council of 'State, 
which diſpoſes of the Finances: And 
this Chamber is compoſed of two De. 
patics | from cach Province, who. are 
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changed every Three years. 
Beſides theſe Colledpges, is the Coun- 
cil of the Admiralty; who, when 
the States-General, by Advice of the 
Council of State, have deſtin'd a Fleet 
of ſuch a number and force ro be ſet 
out , have the abſolute diſpoficion of 
the Marine Afﬀairs,as well in the choice 
and equipage of all the ſeveral Ships, 
as in iſſuing the Montes allotted for that. 
Service. $36 

This Colledge is ſubdivided into Five, 
of which three are in Hollazd, viz, 
One in Amſterdam, another at Rotter- 
dam, and the third at Hozn: The 
Fourth is at Midadlebourgh in Zealand, 
and the Fifth at Harlingnen in Frieze- 
lI:nd. Each of theſe is compoſed of 
Seven Deputies, Four of that Pro- 
vince where the Colltedge reſides; and 
'Three named by the other Provinces. 
\ The Admiral, or, in his abſence, the 
Vice-Admiral, has Seflion in all theſe 
Colledges, and preſides when he ispre- 
ſent. They take cognizance of all 
Crimes committed at Sea ; judge all 
Pirats that are taken, and all Frauds 
or Negligences in the payment or col 
kEtions of the Cuſtoms 3 which are 
particularly affected to the m—_—_ 
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and appliable to no other uſe. This 


_ Fond being not ſufficient in times of 
Wars, is ſupplied by the States with 


whatever more 1s neceſſary from other 
Fords ; but in time of Peace, being little 
exhauſted by other conſtant charge, 
beſides that of Convoys to their ſeveral 
Fleets of Merchants in all parts, The 


remainder of this Revenue 1s applied 


to the building of great Ships of 
War, and furniſhing the ſeveral Arſe- 
nals and Stores with all forts of Pro- 
viſion, neceſſary for the Building and 
Rigging of more Ships than can be 
needed by the courſe of a long 
War. 

So ſoon as the number and force of 
the Fleets, deſigned for any Expedition, 
is agreed by the States-General, and 
given out by the Council of State to 
the Admiralty ; Each particular Col- 
ledg furniſhes their own proportion, 
which is known as well as that of the 
ſeveral Provinces, in all Monies that 
are to be raiſed. In all which, the 
Admiral has no other ſhare or advan» , 
tages, beſides his bare Salary, and his 
proportion in Prizes that are taken. 
Fhe Captains and Superior Officers of 
each Squadron are choſen by the ar 
vera 
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veral Colledges ; the number of Men 
appointed for every Ship: Afrer which, 
each Captain uſes his beſt diligence 
and Credit to fill his number' with the 
beſt Men he can get, and takes the 


whole care and charge of Victualling 


his own Ship for the time intended 
for that Expedition,and ſignify'd ro him 
by the Admiralty ; and this at a cer- 
tain rate of ſo much a Man. And by 
the good or ill diſcharge of his Truft, 
as well as that of providing Chirur- 
ow Medicines, and all things neceſ- 
ary-for the Health of the Men, each 
Captain grows into good or 1ll credit 
with the Seamen, and, by their report, 
with the Admiralties; Upon whoſe 
Opinion and Eſteem, the fortune of all 
Sea- Officers depends: So as, in all 
their Expeditions, there appears rather 
an emulation among the particular 
Captains who ſhall treat his Seamen 
beſt in rheſe points,. and empioy the 
Monies, allotted for their Victualling, 
tothe beſt advantage, than any littie 
Knaviſh Practices, of filling their own 
Purfes, by keeping their Men's Bellies 
empty, or forcing them to corrupred 
uawhoiſome Diet : Upon which, and 
upon cleanlinels 1n their Sltips, the 

health 
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health of many People crowded up 
into {o little Rooms, ſeem chiefly to 
depend. | | 
. The Salaries of all the Great Officers 
of this State, are very ſmall : I have 
already mentioned that of a Burgo- 
maſter's of Amſterdaw to be about 
fifty pounds ferling a year : Thar of 
their Vice-Admiral ( for ſince the laſt. 
Prince of Orarge's death, to the year 
1670, there had been no Admiral 1s 
Five hundred, and that of the Pexſrozer 
of Hollazd Two hundred. 

The Greatneſs of this State ſeems 
much to conſiſt in theſe Orders, how 
confuſed ſoever, and of difterent pies 
ces, they may ſeem; But more in two 
main effects of them, which are, The 
good choice of the Officers of chief 
Truſt in the Cities, Provinces, and 
State : And the great ſimplicity and 
modeſty in the comman Port or living 
of their chiefeſt Miniſters; withour 
which, the Abſoluteneſs of the Senates. 
in each Town, and the Tmmenſity of: . 
Taxes throughout the wholz State , 
would never be endured by the People. 
with any patience; being both of them 
greater than in many of thoſe Govern- 
ments, which are eſteemed moſt Arbi- 

trary - 
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trary among their Neighbours. But in 
the Aﬀſemblies and Debates of their 
Senates, every Man's Abilities are diſ- 
covered, as their Diſpoſitions are, in 
the conduct of their Lives and Dome- 
ſtick, among their fellow-Citizens. The 
obſervation of rheſe either raiſes, or 
ſuppreſles,the credit of particular Men, 
both among the People, and the Se- 
nates of their Towns ; who, to main- 
tain their Authority with leſs popu- 
lar Envy or Diſcoatent, BiIvc much to 
the general Opinion of the People in 
the choice of their Magiſtrates: By 
this means it comes to pals, that,though 
perhaps the Nation generally be not 
wiſe, yet the Government 1s, Becauſe 
it is compoſed of the wiſeſt of the 
Nations which may give it an advan- 
, tage over many others, where Ability 1s 
of more common growth,but of leſs uſe 
to the Publique if it happens, that nei- 
ther Wiſdom nor Honeſty are the Qua- 
lIities, which bring men to the manage- 
ment of State-Affirs, as they uſually 
do in this Common-wealth. 

Beſides, though theſe People , who 
are naturally Cold and Heavy , may 
not be ingenious enough to furniſh a 
- pleaſant or agreeable Converſation, pu 
they 
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they want not plain down-right Senſe 
to underſtand and do their Buſineſs 
both publick and private, which is a 
| Talent very different from the other; . 
and I know not, whether they often 
meet: For the Firlt proceeds from 
heat of the brain, which makes the 
Spirits more airy and volatile, and 
thereby the motions of Thought lighter 
and quicker, and the range of Imagi- 
nation much greater than in cold Heads, 
where the Spirits are moreearthy and 
dull ; Thought moves ſlower and hea- 
vier, but there'y the impreſſions of it 
are deeper, and laſt longer : One Ima- 
ee—is being not ſo frequently, nor 
0 ealily, effaced by another, as where 
new ones are continually ariſing. This 
makes duller Men more cconftant and 
fteddy, and quicker Men more 3ncon- 
ſtant and uncertain : whereas the great- 
elt ability in buſineſs ſeems ro be the 
fteddy perſuir of ſome one thing, till 
there 1s an end ot it, with perpetual 
application and endeavour not to be 
diverted by every repreſentation ' of 
new hopes or tears of difficulty. or 
danger, or of ſome better deſign. The 
firſt of theſe Talents cuts like « Razor, 
then other like a Hatchet: One? has 
thinnefs 
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thinneſs of edg; and fineneſs of metal 
and temper, but is eaſily turn'd by an 
ſubſtance that is hard, and reſiſts. To 
| ther has toughneſs and weight, which 
makes it cut thorough, or go deep, 
wherever it falls; and therefore one is 
for Adornment, and t'other for Ute. 
It may be ſaid further, that the heat 
of the Heart commonly goes along 
with that of the Brain; ſo that Pafſt- 
ons are warmer, where Imaginations 
are quicker: And there are few Men,(un- 
leſs in caſe of ſome evident natural de- 
fect ) but have ſenſe enough to diſtin- 
guiſh in groſs betweeh right and wrong, 
between Good and Bad, when repre- 
ſented to them; and conſequently have 
judgment enough to do their buſinels, 
if 1t be left to itſelf, and not -{wayed 
nor corrupted by ſome Humour or Paſ- 
ſion, by Anger or Pride, by Love or 
by Scorn, Ambition or Avarice, De. 
light or Revenge ; ſo that the coldneſs 
of Paſſions ſeems- to be the-natural 
ground of Ability and Honeſty among 
Men, as the Government or Moderati- 
on of them the great End of :Philo- 
lophical and Moral InſtruEtions. Theſe 
Speculations may perhaps a little leſſen 


the common wonder, How we ſhould 
meer 
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meet. with 1n in one Nation 1d little 
ſhow .of . Parts, and of Wit , and ſa 
great. evidence of Wiſdom and . Pru- 


dence, as has appeared in the Condu . 


and Succeſles of this State, for near an 


Hundred Years ;: Which needsno other 


teſtimony, than the mighty growth and 


Power it- arrived to, from ſo weak and - 


contemptible Seeds and Beginnings. 
The other Circumſtance,l mentio n- 
ed, as an occafiori of their Greatneſs; 


was,the {ſimplicity and modeſty of their . 


Magiſtrates in their way of Living g 
which is ſo general, thatTI never knew 
One among them exceed the common 
frugal popular Air'; And ſo great, That 
of the Two chief Officers in my time, 
Vice-Admiral De Razter, and the Pen- 


fioner De Wit 3(One, generally eſteem- 


ed by Foreign Nations, as great a 
Seamanz and the other, as great a 
States-man, as any--of their Age,) I 
never ſaw the firſt in Cloaths better 


than the commoneſt, Sea-Captain, nor. 


with above one Man following him, 
nor in a Coach: And in his own 
Houſe, neither was the Size, Building, 
Furniture, or Entertainment,at all ex- 
ceeding the uſe of every common 


Merchant and Tradeſman in his Town. 


For 
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Forshe Penſioner. De Wit , who-had 
aig! t- influgrice - in, the Gavern- 
Te8t;\The whole. Train: and Expence 
of his Domeſtiq ue went”, very baval 
with _ colinbe Deputies or Mi- 
niſters'af the State; 3 His Habit ;grave, 
andplaio,- and:! > amy ; : His: Fable, 
what 1ooly.Jerv'dirium; for bis: Family. , 
or Friknd ; His Brain Cheſides Com- 
pw" and Clerks: kept ;for: him.'in 


nulla &) ;WA4S:ON ly -one Man, 
whoperformed ["2llthe 'Menial ſervice 
of his: Houſe at home ;-and:upon his 
Vaſe af. Geremgoy:, putting / on a 
plain'L ivery-Clodk, attended his Coach 
abroad: !For upan -other, occaſions, He 
Way {xtnmufually.in: the ftreets on foot 
alone;. like 4 ; -oh commoneſt Burger: 
ofthe! Town. . Nor:wasthis mangier of 
li affefted, or;uſed:; anlyiby. theſe par, 
ticular;Men, but:was the general. faſhi- 
oniap.made among all the Magiſtrates 
of -the State: For I; ſpeak not of the 
Military: Officers,. who are.reckon'd 
their: Servants , and live.in a different, 
garb, chough generally modeſter than 
| in other: Countries. --./ ; «: 
:Thus: this ſomachful Smale: ; at 
ould not endure the leaſt — 
S711 Ar. 
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- Of their Governimayr, Clikpi1l, 
Arbitrary Power or Impolicions;''orthe 


ſight of "any Foreign: Trodps rider 
the Spaniſh : Government; Haveibeen 
| ſince inuredito/altipf then} in! rhe 


higheſt degree, Jundevnheir own popu- 


lar Magiſtrates; Bridkd:' with Hard 
Laws #Terrified/yithifevere 'Expduti- 
ons jj;Eavirotd: with Foreign Ferces; 


An& oppreit; wind zht : moſt” crue] 
Hardſhip 'and- varierydfi Taxes ;*='that 


-was:ever-known: under any- Govern 


-ment.iBatall this, Cwhilt the way ro 
Office / and Authority liesi:2hrough 
thoſe qualities; which :acquirt! the! ge- 
neral 'cfteer; of 7vhe: Peopleip Whullt 
no Man'is exemptet-fron:the Yanper 
and" current of:iLawsz; Whilſt. Soldies 
are confin'd to Frontier-Garifons: (tht 
Guard bf Inland;> ori! Tradingy;%Poxwns 
being;teft co'the/Burghers therhſebvery) 
And whilſt.no:.great/Riches* ares feet 
-to' enter by: Pablique::Paytmgnrs!:iatd 
private Purſes, either to:raif©Fartalits, 
or to feed-'the i prodigal :Exgendes of 
 vain;zextravagant, and luxGtions Met; 
Bur-alt: Publique notegs gre 
-ta the Safery;: Greatneſs, or :bIonowrof 
the State, and the.-Magiſtratesſthem- 
ſelves bearSan. equal:ſhare!inwalF the 
Buitbens, they impoſe.” 12 299 þ! _ 
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.tunes thereof, during the whole growth 
-and-pragreſs -of the State : So, has it. 


ry 


ever pteſerved 2 very ſtrong root, nat 


 & .% 


only. 10-S1% of the. Provinces, but 


.&yen-1n the. general and popular afte- 


.Qtions; of, rhe. Province of Holland it 


ſelf, Whoſe States have, tor theſe laſt 
.Ewenty years; lo much endeayoured to 
Hupprels, or. exclude, it... _ _, 

1, his; heganin; the Perſqn, of, Prince 
William, of Naſſew, at the very. bixth 
-Of; the - rates And not, io, much by 
ithe! Quality at. being. Goveraour of 
Holland and) Zealand in Charles the 
Fifrh's;; and; Pip the Second's times 
As by the eſteem. of {ogreat' Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs} and ;Courage, as: excell'd in 
4hat Pringez:gnd ſcems, to, haye been 
from hymn; derived to;hys, whole Race, 
being, indeed, the qualities that natu- 
rally acquire-Eſteem, and .. Authoriry 
among the People, in all, Governments. 
flog K 2 Nor 
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Of their :Government, Chap. II; 

Nor has this Nation in particular, fince 
the time perhaps'of C3vilrs, ever 'been 
without ſome Head, under ſome Title 
or other ; but always an Head: fubordiz 
nate to their Laws and/Cuſtoms, and 
to the Soveraigh Power of the State: ' 


\ In the firſt Conſtitution of this Go- 
vernment, after the Revolt from Spain, 
'All the Power and Rights" of Prince 
-William of Oranze , as Governour'of 


_ the Provinces, {eem to havebeenccares 


fully reſerved. Burt thoſe' which re- 
-main'd inherent in the Soveraign, were 


devolved pypon the Afﬀembly of the 


States-General, ſoas in them remained 
the power of making Pedce-and War, 
and all Foreign Alliances; and-of 'rai- 


ſing ahd coining ' of Monies. © In the 


Prince; the Command of all Land ant 
Sea-Forces, as Captain-General-and 
Admiral, and thereby the' diſpoſition 
of all Military Commands; Fhe Power 
of pardoning- the Penalty of- Crimes; 
The chuſing of: Magiſtrates' upon' the 
nomination of- the Towns ;''For : they 
preſented three to the -Prince, who 
eleCted one 'out of that-number, Ori- 
Eihally- the States-Genetal were con- 
ar "70 voked 
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Chap. I; Of zbeir Government. 


voked by. the Coyncil of State, where 
the Prince had the greateſt. influence : 
Nor,ſince that change, have the States 
uſed to reſolve any important matter 
without: his advice. Beſides all this, 
As the States-General repreſented the 
Soveraignty.,. ſo did the Prince of 
Orange the Dignity, of this State, by 


publique Guards, and rhe attendance 
of all Military Officers 3 By the appli- 
cation of all- Foreign Miniſters, and-all 


pretenders at home ; By the Splendor 
of his Court, and Magnificence of his 
Expence, ſupported not only by the 


Penſions, and Rights of his ſevgral 


Charges and Commands, but by a 
mighty Patrimonial Revenue in Lands 


and Soveraign Principalities, and Lord- 


ſhips, as well in France, Germany, and 
Burgundy, as in the ſeveral parts of the 


Seventeen Provinces; ſo as Prince 


Henry as uſed to anſwer ſome, that 
would have flatter?'d him into the de- 
ſigns of a more Arbitrary Power, That 
he had as much as any wiſe Prince 


would defire in that State ; ſince he 
wanted none indeed, beſides that of Pu- 


niſhins Men,and raiſing Money; where- 
as he had rather rhe envy. of the firit 
"RK 2 ſhouid 
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- Of their Government. Chap. It, 
ſhould lye ypon the Forms of the Go+ 
vernment ;. 'and He knew the- othet 
could neyer be ſupported without the 
conſent of the People, to that degree 
which was neceſfary for the defence of 
ſo ſmall a State, againſt ſo mighty 
Princes as their Neighbors: 
Upon theſe Foundations was this 
State firſt eſtabliſht, and'by theſe Or- 
ders maintained, till the death of the 
laſt Prince of Orange 3 When, by the 
great influence of the Province: of 
Holland amongſt the reſt, the Autho- 
rity of the Princes came to be ſhared 
amdng the ſeveral Magiſtracies of the 
Statez Thoſe of the Cities ' aſſumed 
the laſt nomination of their ſeveral 
Magiſtrates ; The States-Provincial, the 
diſpoſal of all Military Commands in 
thoſe Troops, which their ſhare was to 
pay3 And the States-General, the Com- 
mand of the Armies, by Officers of 
their own appointment, ſubſtituted and 
changed at their Will. No power re- 
main'd to pardon what was once con- 
demned by rigar of Law ; Nor' any 
Perſon to repreſent the Port and Dig- 
nity of a Soveraign State ; Both whic 
could not fail of being ſenſibly _ 
Y 


Chap..1I.; Of their Government, - 
_ by the:People;; -fince no Man in parti- 
cular: can; be ſggure:. of offending, or 
would therefore abſolutely deſpair of 
impunity; himſelf, though he would 
have.others do ſo ;! And Men are ge- 
nerally - pleaſed- with the Pomp 'and 
Splendor of a Government, . not only 
as it is.an amuſement for idle People, 


but, as;it.is, a-mark of the Greatneſs, 


Honour |: and: Riches, - of their Coun- 
try. 7 ESoertries fold 


However, the Defects were for. 
near 'Twenty years: ſupplied in ſome 


meaſure , and this Frame ſupported 
by ;the, great Authority and Riches of! 
the Province of Holland, which drew 
a ſort.of dependence from the. other 
Six; and by the great Sufficiency, Ia- 
tegrity, and Conſtancy of their chief 
Miniſter, and by the effe& of both in 
the - proſperous Succeſſes of their Af- 
fairs: Yet having been a Conſtitution 
ſtrained againſt the current vein and hu- 
mour of the People 3- It was always 
evident, that upon the growth of 
this young Prince, The great Vir- 
 tyes and Qualities he derived from 
the mixture of ſuch Royal and 

fach Princely Blood , could not fail 


K 4 —... 


136 
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in time of raiſing His Avthotity''to: 
equal,” at leaſt; if not- tpluypaſs ayer 
Þis Glorions Anceſtors. ACT IACLEF (3) 

Reeauſe rhe cutious may: "defirg: " 
know ſomthing of 'the other Provinces, 
as well as Fblland, at hop generalland 
where they differs: Ir1may be obſerved, - 
That the Conſtitutions: of Gelterland; 
Zoaland; aid Urreebt,; agres much with 
thoſe- of Holland ;. the States'irt exch. 
Province being compoſed: of Deputies 
from the Nobles: and the Cities; But 
with theſe ſmall differences ; In-Ge/dey- 
land, all the Nobles,! that have certain- 
Fees;or Lordſhips,itrrhe Province, have 
S:fion, they cortipoſe: one half df hs- 
States, -and the Depiirias of the Towns: 
the other; and' though ſome certain 
perſons Among. them are deputed to 
the States-Gerteral'; Yet any- of ' the 
Nobles of Gelder my have place | 
there, if he will attend at his own 
caarge- Jp 

fn Z7a/ard,the Nobilit having been 


extinguiſhed? 1n the Spas Wars ; And 


the Prince of Ordze polleffingthe Mar- 
quiſats of Fluſhing and - Terocer, His 


Highneſs alotie makes that part 'of the 


States in- the Province, by the Quali- 
fy and Title of Fir,” ors ole, Noble of 


"Rreadt ; 


Chap. Of their Gaverument. 
Zealand's: And thereby hasg by is Des 
puty, the firſt Place, aiid Voice, in the; 
States of the Province; the. Council of 
State; and: Chamber 'of Accounts: Ag: 
Soveraign! of Fleſbivg tid Terveer,' he 
likewife creates the Magiſtrates ,' and. 
conſequently. diſpoſes the Voices , not 
only of the Nobles.,; but alſo of | Two: 
Towts, whertasthere are inall but Six, 
that ſend. their, Deputies to: the States, 
and make up the NT of the. 
Provinces i: 
In Verecht, beſidus the Deputies of the | 
Nobles, .and 'Towns,: Eight Delegaces: 
of theClergy have Seflion, andoakea- 
third Member. in theiStates of the Pro-! 
vince.- Theſe are-eleted out! of the-foup 
great Chapters of the-Town, the Prefer- 
ments and Revenues whereof,:( though 
anctently Ecclefiaftical)yet are now poſs 
ſled by.Lay-perſons, who are molt of, 
thern Gentlemen of the Province. - © 
The Government of the Provincg 
of Friezland is wholly different from 
that of the' Four Provinces already 
mentioned; And is compoſed of. Four 
Members, which are called, The quar- 
ter of * Oftergo, _ conſiſting of Eleven 
Baillages ; Of Weſtergo , gonſiſting of 
Nine; $ and of Sevieavolden a of 
Te - _ 


"w® 
T, - 


know 


conſifts-of the. Towns of the Province, 


whith areEleven in number. . Theſe . 
Four Members haveeach of them right 
of ſtading:their Deputies to the States, | 
thar'is,' Two choſen out of every. Bail-' 
lape/add:/ Two outof every Town, And: 
theſe 'repreſent- the Soveraignty. of the 
Province, and deliberate and conclude. 


of lt Aﬀairs; -of -what importance ſo- 


ever,” without any. recourſe. to. thoſe. 

ons 4 op them',” or:: obligation to: 
w-their intentions, which. the De-: 

puts of all the: former Provinces. are: 


ftriethy: bound to, and either muſt fol- 


low- the Inſtruftions they bring with - 
them'-to the Aﬀembly ,.- or know. the. 
refolution of their Principals before . 
they conclude of: any new: Afﬀeair, that : 


ariſes, | 


-Tn:the: other Provinces, the Nobles 


of the Towns:chuſe the Deputies which 
compoſe the States, -but in : Friez/and 


the Conſtitution is of quite another 


ſort. For every Baillage, which is com- 
poſed of a: certain extent of Country, 
and number.of. Villages, ( as has been. 

3 | ſaid ) 


| Of their Government. Chap, 18). 
Tek} Each Baillage comprehends a cer-: | 
tain namber of Villages, : Ten, Twelve; - 
Fifteen, -or-Twenty;/according to their. 
ſeveral: extents. *''The' Fourth! Member” 
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Chap. II; Of their Goverment.” 
ſaid is Governed by -2-Bail 9 whont 


o 


in their Language they call Greetmay, 
and this Officer Govern his Circuit. 
with the aſſiſtance of a certain number. 
of perſons, who are called his Aﬀeſ- 
ſors, who, together, judge,of all Ciyil 
Cauſes, in the firſt inſtance, but with 
appeal to the, Court of Juſtice of the 
Province. | When the States are con- 
yoked, every Bailly aſſembles together 
all the perſons of what quality ſoever, 
who poſſeſs. a cettain quantity of Land 


"nithin his diſtri, and theſe Wen, by 


moſt voices, name the Two Deputies 
which each Baillage ſends to the Aſem- 
bly of the States. | 

This Afſembly, as it repreſents the 
Soveraignty of the Province; fo it 
diſpoſes of all vacant charges, chules 
the Nine Deputies, who compoſe that 
permanent Colledge,which is the Couri- 
cil of State of the Province ; And like- 
wiſe Twelve Counſellors, (that is, Three 
for every Quarter) who compole the 
Court of Juitice of the Province, and 
Judge of all Civil Cauſes in the laſtre- 
ſort, but of all Criminal from the firſt 
inſtance: There being no other Cri- 
minal Juriſdi&tion,but this only through 
the Province; Whereas,” in the other 
| Pr O- 
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Provinces ,, there is no Town which, 
has it riot ; within itſelf 5 And feves.. 
ral, both Lards, and Villages, have the 


High and" Low Juſtice, belonging, to 


them, .. ee) TTY 
. In the Province. of Groxi#zue which 
is upon the ſame Tra of Land, the 
Eleftions of the Deputies out of the 
Country are made as in Friez/and, by. 
perſons poſſe. of ſet proportions of 
Land; But in Overyſſe/, All Nohles 
who are qualify'd by. having Seigneu- 
rial Lands make a part of the States. 


' . Theſe three Provinces, with Weſt. 


phahia, and all thoſe Countries between 


the Wezer, the Tell, and the Ryze, 
; were the Seat of the ancient Friſons, 


who, under the name of Sax9xs, ( gh 
ven them fromthe weapon they wore, 
made like a Sithe, with the edge out- 
wards, and called in their Language 
Seaxes) were the fierce Conquerors of 
our Britiſh Tſland, being called in upon 
the deſertion of the Rozz2zz Forces, 
afid the cruel incurſions of the P:&s 
againlt a People, whoſe long Wars, at 
firſt with the Romars, and afterwards 
Servitude under them, had exhauſted 
all thebraveſt Blood of. their Nation, 
either in their own, or their MO 
| | crank 1ucr 


Of. their Government, Chap, ll, 
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Chap. I. -Of their Government. 
ſucceeding quarrels, and deprefiedthe 
Hearts-and Courages of the reft. 
The Biſhop of. Marſter,” whoſe Ter- 
fitories ye :in this Tract of Land, gave 
me the firſt 'certain evidences of thoſe 
1 | +ding the Seats of 'our ancient iSoxoxs, 
e | which have-ſince been confirmed :to 
* | the by many things I haveobſerved:in 
7. | reading the Stories of thoſetimes, and 
f by what has been affirmed tome. upon 
S | enquiry: of the Ericezons old kanguape, 
* | having ftill:ſo-grear affinzy:with our. 
_ vid Emgliſh, iasito appear -ealtty-ro have 
been the Tſamez3 moſt of rheir:!words 
{till retaining'the ſame ſignification and 
ſound; very different: from ithe[/Lan- 
guage of _ the: Hollandeys. : This is the 
moſt:remarkable in a little Townicak 
diMalcners; upon the Zrdder Sea, in 
Friezland, which is 'ftill built afterthe 
* || falhion of the old German Villages, de- 
| ſcribed by Tacitus; without any wſe 
| 
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_ orobſervationof Lines or Angles; bur 
as'if every Man had builtin a common 


Field; juſt where :he- had-a-mind, ſo | 


| as x-ſtranger, -when he .goes in; muſt 

have! a" Guide'to find the way. out ia» 
Sc: 7 initio Þ2 
Upon theſe Informations, and Re- 


Tx 
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Of their Government. Chap. Il, 
marques,..and the ' particular. account 
afterwards.;given me:of the Conſftity- 


-tions/'ofithe Province of ; FFiezland, fo 
-different- from_ the others; .I began to 


-make.refleftions upon:them, as the like- 


.lieft-Qriginals of many ancient Conſt 


-tutions/among us, of which, no: others 
-can. be. found, and which may-ſeem. to 
[have::been'itntreduced-by -the Sdxons 
chere,: and? by their -long ;and-abſolutt 


| Key eur, of that part. of'the Iſle, cal- 
led England, to have been: ſo planted 


and rooted: among us, as:to'\\havei wa 
.ded fafe, in a great: meaſure, through 
the ſucceeding: inundations. and: <Q 
queſts of the. Daniſh. and Norman: Ng 
tions, Afid,perhaps, theremay: bemuch 
mMatter>found: for the-chriqus.:remashk: 


. of ſordegdiligent;aod:ftudious:Agriquat 


Ties; in the::cotnpariſgns!:of the' Baill, 
ab GreettzaÞp among} the oFri/ovs,-with 
QurSheraffe:.: Of their: dfſcſſors , with 
our Juſtices. of Peact 2:Qf, their: Judg; 
ing. Grwik Eatiſcs'in their diftrict, ypon 
the firftrefprt bur not withoutiappesh 
wath the zgourfe! of-;bur Quartet-llr 
ans?;:Of their. chief Jadiceature,; bezng 
compoſed of Counſellors, of four. ſe; 
verabQparters; with'our Jour Giredits: 
Ob thels being the common Criminal 
Judica- 


þ 
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| Chap. MM. Of-rheir Government. 


Judicatore * of 'the 'Country': ' Of the 
Compolirion of -theit-Stares, 'with-our 
Patliamenr, at leaſt; our Houſe of Com- 
mons : In the patticulars of Two*De- 
puties, being choſen from each -Town, 
as with us, and two from each Baillage, 
as from each County here; And theſe 
laſt by Voices of all perſons, poſleſt of 
a certaur- quantity-of- Land; And ata 


 Meering afſſembled'by the Greerman to 


that purpoſe 3 And theſe Deputies ha- 
ving power to reſolve of all matters 
without reſort to thoſe that choſe them, 
or knowledge of their intentions, which 
are hs circumſtances agreeing m our 
Ganſttzyyons, but abſolutely differin 

"1A dye of the other Province - 
the United States, and from the com- 


- poſition, I think, of the States, either 
now, or formerly, uſed in the other 
Nations of Europe. | 


To this Original, I ſuppole, we like- 
wiſe owe what I have often wondred 
ar; "that in” Exz1azd we neither [ee, 
nor find upon record, any Lord , or 
Lordſhip, that pretends to have the 
exerciſe of Judicature belong to it, 


either that which is called High, or 


Low, Juſtice, which ſeems to be a Badge 


of ſome ancient Soveraignty, Though 


we 


"P 
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- wee them very frequent amongiqur- 
hours, _both under more! a 
 afd- poder:the 
States. . 33 
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Of their Scitudtion; 


| OLL AND, Rjaland, Friezs 
, lznd and Groninguen, are ſeated 
upon: the Sea, and. make\the Strength 
ard Greatneſs of this State : The other 
three, with the conquered Towns 1n 
Brabant, Flanders, and Cleve, make 
only the Outworks or Frontiers, -ſer- 
ving chiefly for Safety and Defence of 
theſes No Man can tell the ſtrange 
and mighty Changes, that: tnay : have 
been made 1n the Face and Bounds of 
Maritime- Countries, at one time or 
other, by furious Inundations, upon the 
unuſual concurrence of Land-Floods, 
Winds, and Tidesz And therefore no 
Man knows, whether the Province of 
Holland may not have been, in ſome 
paſt Ages; all Wood, and rovgh ime- 
qual Ground, as ſome old Tradicions 
g0; And-levell'd to what we ſee, by 
the Seas breaking in, and continuing 
long; upon the Land ; ſince, recovered 
by its receſs, and with the help of In- 
duſtry. © For it is evident,” thar the Sea 
tor ſonic ſpace of years, advances con» 
FEET | __* _rinually 


-T46 Of their Scituation. Chap. Ill. 
tinually _ one Coaſt, retiring from 


the oppoſite ; and in another Ape, 


quite changes this courſe, yielding up. 
what it had ſeized, and ſeizing what. 


it had yielded up, without any reaſon 
to be given of ſuch contrary motions. 


But, I ſuppoſe, this great. charige ”P 


made' in Hol/z#d, when the [Sea fir 

parted" Eng/ard from the Continent, 
breaking: through a neck of i: Land be+ 
tween Dover and Calais 3- Which may 
be a Tale, but IT am ſure '15 no Re+ 
cord. It is certain, on the contrary; 
that Sixteen hundred years ago, there 
was no uſual Mention or Memory of 
any ſuch Changes ; and that the face 
of all theſe Coaſts, and nature of the 
Soil, eſpecially: that of Holland , was 


much as it is now, allowing only the: 


Improvements of Riches,: Time, and Inz 


duſtry ; which appears by the deſcrip+ 


Renus 4- tion made in Tacitus, both of the limits 
pudprin- of the Ile of Batavia, and the nature 


cipium 


azri Bare. Of the Soil, as well as the Climate, with 
v: velut in the very Names, and courſe of Rivers, 


duos am- to: F | 
es din; UL remaining. | 


ditur, ad Gallicam ripam latior £9 placidior verſo icognomento Vai 


' halem accole dicunt, mox i guoque vocabulum mutat.Moſa flumane{| 
ejuſq; immenſo ore eundem m Oceanum effunditur. 


Cum interim flexu Autumni £5 erebris imbribus ſuperfuſus amis 


paluſtrem hunalemq; Inſulam in faciem Stagns opplevir. 


Tis 
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Chap. INT. Of their Scithation. 


7Tis likely, the Changes,arrived ſince 
that Ape in theſe Countries, may have 


been” made by'\ ftoppages grown in 


time? with the rolling of Sands upon 


the mouths: of three great Rivers, 
which difimbogued into theSea through 
the Goaſts of theſe Provinces ; That 1s, 
the Rhize, the Moſe, - and the Schell. 
The ancient'- Rive divided, where 
Skencksconce now ftands, into two Ri1- 
vers 3 of which, one kept the name, 
till; running 'near Leydez, it fell into 
the Sea at Catwick; where are ſtill 
ſen,at low Tides, -the Foundations of 
an ancient” \Romarn' Caſtle that com- 
manded the mouth of this River: But 
is 15 wholly ftopt up, though a great 
Canal' ſtill: preſerves the Name of the 
O0/d Rhine. The Moſe, running by 
Dort and Rotterdam, fell, as it now 
does, into the*Sea at the Brrel, with 
meghty iſſues of Water 5 But the Sands, 
gather'd for three or four Leagues upon 
this Coaſt , make the Haven extreme 
dangerous, without great $kill of Pr- 
lots, and-uſe of Pilot-boats, that come 
out with every Tide, to welcome and 
ſeeure the Ships bound for that River 5 
And it is probable, that theſe Sands, 
laving obſtructed - the: free courſe of 
- "8 the 
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the River has at times cauſed or en. 
creaſed thoſe Inundations, out of. which 
ſo many Iſlands have been recovered, 
and of which, that part 'of the Coun- 
try is ſo much compoſed. ic 

The Scheld ſeems to have had its 
iſſue by Walcheren in Zealand, which 
was an land in the mouth of that 
River, tilt the Inundations of that, and 
the Myſe, ſeem to have been joyned 
together, by ſome great Helps, or Ir- 
rTuptions of the Sea, by which, the 
whole Country was overwhelmed, 
which now makes that Inland-Sea, that 
ſerves for a common paſſage between 
Helland, Xgaland, Flanders, and Brabam 
The Sea,for ſome Leaguesfrom Zealand, 
Iyes generally upon ſuch Banks « 
Sand, .as it does upon the mouth of the 
Maze, though ſeparated by ſomething 
better Chapnels than are found in the 
other. 5s | 
That which ſeems likelieft to have 
been the occaſion of---ſtopping up 
wholly one of theſe Rivers, and ob- 
ſtruQing the others, Is the courſe of 
Weſterly Winds, ( which drive upon 
this Shore) being ſo much more conſtant 
and violent than the Eaſt : For, taking 
She Seaſons, and Years, one with _ 
ther, 


F: F 


' Chap. IT. Of rherr Soitauation. 


ther, I ſuppoſe, there will be obſerved 
three parts of Weſterly for- one of Ea- 
ſRerly Winds; Beſides, that theſe gene- 
zally attend-:the calm Froſts and fair 
weatherz and | the other, the ſtormy 


_ arid foul. And-I. have : had occaſion 


to'make- experiment of: the: Sands ri- 


ling and finkinag before a Haven , by 


two Fits of theſe contrary Winds, a- 


| bove four Fodor. This, I preſume, is like- 
wile the natural reaſon; of. ſo- many 


deep and commodious Havens found 


| uponall the Exg/iſb ſide of the Channel, 
and ſo few; (or. indeed none) upon the = 


Frenchand Dutch: An advantage ſeem- 
ing to be given us by Nature, and ne- 


| ver to be equall'd by any Art, or Ex- 


pence, of our Neighbours. . 

.\ F remember no mention in ancient 
Authors of that, which is now call'd 
the: Zudaer-Sea; Which makes me 
imagine, That may. have been form'd 
likewiſe by ſome great TInundation, 
breaking 1a between the Tefcl-lſlands, 
and others, that lye ſtill in. a line con- 
tiguous, and like the broken remaig- 


'ders of a continued Coaſt. This ſeems 


more probable.from the great ſhallow- 
neſs of that Sea, and flatneſs of the 


Sands, upon the whole exteat of tt5 
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158 Of their Scituation. Chap; 1, 
From the violent 'rage 'of the. Waters 
breaking in that way, which” threaten 
the parts of North-Hollapdi ,abvut: Mei 
denblick and Exchuſern, and:brave ti os 
ver the higheſt and ſtrongeſt: Digues 

_ of the Province, upon every High Tide, 
and Stormat: North-weft:;* As likewiſe 
from the ' Names of Baſ#:.narid: Weſt: 
Friezland', which TJhould ihavei been 
one Continent; till divideebby::thisSea} 
For, in the time of Tacitus, no: other 
diſtinQion/ was known, bur: that of 

A fronte Friſii exci- Greater _ Leſſer Þrifons, and 

piunt Majoribus Mi- that only fr om : the) meaſure-of 

noribuſgue Freſh 2 their 'numbers,: or forces; and 
rams Ne though they were-faid to have 
fiones uſque ad Ocea- great Lakes among them, yet 
mum Rheno pretex- that Word ſeems... to. 'import 
 ammenſos inſuper ts they were of. freſh . Water, 
c'5. Tacit. deMor, which 1s made yet platner:. by 

O&F- the Word *  Ambinnt ,” that 

 ſhews thoſe Lakes to have 'been inha» 

bited round by .theſe Nations;' From 

all this.I;ſhould gueſs, that the more 

Inland 'ipart: of the ZXydacr Sea, was 

one of the Lakes there mention'd, ;bes 
tween-whichi'and the T*fe{ and: Uiie 

Iflands;there lay anciently a great Fact 

of Land, (where the Sands are ſtill 's{q 

{thallow, and ſo'continued, as ſeems to 

Et 2 ths ks 
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Chap. III. Of zherr Scituation, 
make it evident: ) But ſince covered by 


ſome great. itruptions, of Waters, that 


joyned thoſe,of | the 'Sea, and.the Lake 
together, .and thereby made that great 
Bay, now called the Zxdder Sea, by. fa- 
vour whereof, the Town of Amſterdam 
bas. grown. to be the” moſt frequented 
Havea of the, World. , _ | 

_.; Whatever it was, whether Nature or 
Accident, and upon what occaſion ſoc- 
ver.it arrived, The Soil 'of the whole 


Province of Holland is generally flat, 


like the Sea 4n acalm, and Jooks as if 
after a. long, contention between Land 
and, Water; which It ſhonld belong to, 
It, had at length been divided between 
them : For to conlider 'the great Ri- 
yers, and.the, ſtrange number of Ca- 
nals” thax, are found in; this Province, 
and do, not only, lead to-,every great 


_ Town, bux..almoſt to every Village, 


and every, Farm-Houſe in rhe Coun- 
fxy-; And, the :nfinity of Sails that 
56-leen eyery, where courſing up and 
own. upon,.them ; . Oge would ima- 
e the. Water to have ſhar'd with 
No Land ;,.and, the People that live in 
Boats, to. hold, ſame proportion with 
thoſe that live in Houſes. And this is one 
great adyantage PONuees Trade, which 
L 4 13 
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be attained" in 'any Country , where 


there is not the ſame leyel and ſoft- 


neſs of Soil, which makes the cutting 
of Canals ſo eafie work, as to be at» 
tempted almoſt by every private Manz 
And one Horſe ſhall draw. in a Boar 
more than fifty can do by Cart,whereas 
Carriage makes a great part of the 


price in all heavy Commodities: And 


by this eafie way of Travelling, an in- 
duſtrions Man lofes no' time from his 
Buſineſs, for he Writes, or Eats, or 
Sleeps, ' white: he 'goes;, whereas the 
Time of Labouring or induſtrious Men, 
is the greateſt Native Commodity of 
any Country. . LEE? <5 

There is, þ fades, ane very great 


. . : 


Lake of freſh Water till remaimng ini 


| the midſt of this Province, = name 


of Harlem Maer, which might, as they 
ſay, be eaſily drained, and wopld there- 
by make a mighty addition of Lard 
to 2 Country, where nothing is more 
wanted; and receive a great, quantity 
of People, ,1n. which they abopnd, and 
who make' their Greatneſs and Riches; 


Much Diſconrſs there has 'been about. 


{achan Artrempt, but the City of Ley- 
= laving no other way of refreſh» 
a | T's ; s ing 
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Of their Scituation. Chap. ns. 
15 natural to the Scituation, and not to 
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Chap. IIE Of their Scitution. 
ing their Town, or renewing the wa-- 
ter of their Canals, but - from this' 
Maer, will .never conſent to'it. Ori: 
the age> 0 E ng rg > wil ne 

e. the opening and: cleanſing of- 
the old Charinel of the Rhine , which, 
they, fay, might eaſily be compaſſed;' 
and by which , the Town of Leyden 
would grow Maritime , and ſhare a 
great part of the Trade' now engrof-- 
fed by Amſterdam, There is 1 North-" 
Holland an Eſfay already made, at the 
poſſibility of draining theſe ' grear 
Lakes, by one, of about two Leagues 
broad, having been made firm Land,” 
within theſe Forty years ; This makes 
that part of the Country called the 
Bemſter , being now the richeſt Soil of 
the Province, lying upon a dead flar, 
divided with Canals, and the ways 
through it diftinguiſht with ranges of 
Trees, which make the pleaſanteſt 
Summer-Landſ{thip of any Country 1 
ave ſeen, of that ſort. 

Another advantage of their Scitua-' 
tion of Trade, is made by thoſe Two 
great Rivers of the Rhyze and Moſe,: 
reaching up, and Navigable, fo mighty 
a length, inte, ſo rich and populous 
Countries of rhe Higher and 1 ower 
; Uermanyy 
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Of their Scituation> Chap.I1II. 
Germany 5: which as it brings;down all 
the. ro from: = ole. parts ta, 
the | Magazines\.in Holand, that vent 
them by-their Shipping into alt parts, 
of the World, iwhere:; the,Market calls 
for them3 ſo, with ſometbing;more La-: 


bour and Time, it returns: all the Mer: 


chandizes. of other parts, -iato--thoſe. 
Countries, ithat,are ſeated. upon theſe 
Streams, Fax:their commodious. Seat, as. 
toithe Tygde of ,the Srreights, or Bal-: 
tigue; or'any parts. of the. Ocean, I ſee 


no-advantage they have of, molt parts, 


of England; and they, muſt certainly: 
yield ro-many..we ;poſleſs,.;if;, we had: 
ather equal. circumſtances; £0. value, 
them. 

The lowneſs -apd,, flatnels.iof their 
Lands, makes, in; a great meaſure the, 
richneſs :of i, their  Soil;z that, is eaſily 
overflowed ;eyery: RD as the, 
whole - Country, at that kaſpn, ſeems 
tolye-undes Water, whi Belg Spriag, 1s 
driven out again by The » But; that 
which mengs The Earth, ſpoils the Mr, 


which woyld gbeall Fo 998 Mil, if 
it were not glear'd by the ſharpneſs of 


their Froſts, - which never fail with eve-. 


ry Eaſt Wind. for about four Months. 


af rhe years and arg muglfiercer. than) 
in 


G.* 
o 


Chap.;III; Of their Situation. 


in-the'ſame-Latitude with: us, becauſe 
that Wind comes to them over a mighty 


ledgth of dry: Continent-; but is moiſt» 


ned by-theVapours, or ſoftned by - the 


warmth 'of the Seas motion, before 1 It 


reaches us. ' 

And this 1s/the greateſt difadvaentags 
of Trade they receive from their S1- 
tuation , ' though neceſſary to their 
Health; ;; becauſe many tiines their Ha» 


vens are all-ſhut up. for-two: or three, 


Months .with Ice, when ours are open 


- and free, 


The. fierce ſharpneſs of- theſe Winds 
makes. the,changes of. their Weather 
and Seaſons. more violent -and =1 
ling, than jo any place! Tl; know; ſo-as 
a warm faint Air turns-in a night 0 
a ſharp Froſt, with the Wind coming 
into the North-Eaſt ; And the contrary 
with another change. of. Wind. The 
Spring is: much ſhorter, and leſs agrees 
able, than with us; itha-Winter much 
colder, and ſame parts'pf the» Summer 
much hatter;-and I haye known-more 
than- once, the violencs'-of . one give; 
way to that..of the othep, like the cold 


Fit of an Ague-to the hotzwithout 20y 


good temper between. 
The flargeſs of their Land expoſes 
It 


ins, 
— 
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Of rherr Scituation. Chap.IlIl. 
it-to the danger of the Sea, and: for- 
ces them to.infinite Charge, in the 'con- 
tinual Fences-and Repairs of their Banks 
to: oppole it ; Which employ' 'yearly: 
more-Men, than all-the Corn: of the 
Province of Ho#ard could maintain, 
(as one of their. chief Miniſters has 
told me.) They have lately found the 
common Sea-weed to be the beſt Ma- 


terial for theſe 'Digues, which: faſtens 


with a thin mixture of Earth; yields 
a little to the force of the':'Sea, and 
returns when the Waves give back: 
Whether, they are thereby' the ſafer 
avainſt Water, as; they ſay, Houſes that 
ſhake are againſt Winds or whether, 
as pious Naturaliſts obſerve, all things 
carry about them that which ſerves 
for a Remedy - Wi the miſchiefs they 
do in the World. | 
The extreme moiſture of the Air, I 
rake to be the occaſion of -the great 
neatneſs in their Houſes, and clean- 
lineſs in their Towns. For without - 
the help of thoſe Cuftoms, their 
Country would not be habitable by 
ſach crowds of People, but the Air 
would corrupt upon every hot ſeaſon, 
and expoſe the Inhabitants to general 
and gnfecious Dileaſes ; Which they 
. | hardly 


Chap. III. Of their Scituation. | 
hardly eſcape three Summers together, 
eſpecially about Leyden, where the Wa- 
ters are not ſo eaſily renewed, and for 
this reaſon, I ſuppoſe, it is, that Leydez 
is found to be the neateſt and cleanlieft 
kept, of all their Towns. 3 

The ſame moiſture of Air makes all 
Metals apt to ruſt, and Wood to 
mould ; which forces them,by continu- 
al pains of rubbing and. ſcouring, to 
ſeek a Prevention, or Cure : This makes 
the brightneſs and cleanneſs that ſeems 
afkeQed in their Houſes, and is call'd na- 
tural to them, by people who think no 
further. So the deepneſs of their Soil; 
and wetneſs of Seaſons, which would 
render it unpaſlable, forces thera, : noe 
only to exaQneſs of Paving in: their 
Streets, but to the expence of ſo long 


Cawlies between many of their Towns; 


and in their High-ways.. As indeed, moſt 
National Cuſtoms are the Effe& of ſome 
_ unſeen, or unobſerved, natural Cauſes, 


or Neceſlities. 19 
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CHAP. IV... 
/, Of their People and Diſpoſitions. 


T* HE People of Ho!lazd may be 
4 divided into theſe ſeveral Claſles: 
The Clowns or Boors, (as they call 
them,) who:cultivate. the Land. ' The 
Mariners or.:Schippers, who ſupply 
their Ships,and. Inland-Boats. The Mer- 


chants,or Traders, who fill their Towns: 


The -Rexteerers, or Men. that. live in 
all their chief Cities upon the Rents 
or Intereſt of Eſtates formerly acqui- 
red in their Families: Andthe Gentle- 
men, and Officers of their Armies. 


_-.-- Thefirſt are a.race of People diligent \ 


rather than laborious; dull and flow 
of : Underſtanding, and ſo not dealt 
with by haſty words, but managed ea- 
fily by foft and fair; and yielding to 
plain Reaſon, if you give them time 
to underſtand it. In -the Country 
and Villages, not too near the great 
Towns, they ſeem plain and honeſt, 
and content with their own ; ſo that 


if 
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* Chap.IV. Of their People, &c: 
if, in bounty, you give them. a Shilling 
for what 1s: worth but a. Groat , they 
will take: the- current price, and: give 
' you the reſt again; if you bid them 
take it, they. know: not... what ' you 
mean, and ſometimes ask, tf you are: 
Fool. - They know. no - other Good; 
but the - ſupply of what Nature re- 
quires, ahd the: common -increaſe of 
Wealth. "They feed moſt upon Herbs, 
Roots, :and- Milksz and by'that means, 
| I ſuppoſe, neither their Strength, nor 
Vigor, ſeems .an{werable-to- the Size, or 
' Bulk, of thejr Bodies. i gr 2-494 
- The Mariners are a. plain, but much 
rougher, People; whether:from the E- 


kment- they:live in , or -from their. 


Food, which .1s.. generally Fiſh, and 


Coro, and heartier [than that. of - the- 


Boors.” - They are Surly, and. Ill-man- 
_nef?d, which' is: miſtaken for ' Pride ; 
but, I believe, 4s .leatnt; as all: Manners 
are, by the converſation we uſe. Now 
theirs lyingonly among one another, or 
with Wirids..and Waves, which are 
not mov'd or, wrought. upon by any 
Language, ';or- Obſervance; or to be 
dealt with; but by Pains, and by Pa- 
tiencez Theſe are” all the Qualities 
| their Mariners have learnt 3 tir 
our 
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four is' Paffivt rather than A@:ve ; and 


Of their People; Chap. IVY. 


their Language is litcle more, than 


what is of neceflary uſe to their Bu-_ 


ſineſs. | & x Ly HOY 
The Merchants and Trades-men, 


both the greater and Mechanick, li- 
ving in Towns that are of : great re- 


fort, both by Strangers and Paſſengers 
of their own,, are more Mereur:al, 
(Wit being ſharpned by Commerce 
and Converſation 'of Cities, ) though 
they are not very inventive, which' is 


thegift of warmer Heads ; yet are they 


great in imitation, and ſo far, many 


 rimes, as goes beyond the Originals: 
+ Of mighty Induſtry, and conſtant Ap- 


plication to the Ends they propoſe 
nd perſue. They make uſe of. their 


kill, and their Wit, to take advan- 


tage of other Mens Ignorance and 
Folly, they deal with: Are great Ex- 
aCters, where the Law is in their own 
Hands. In other Points, where they 
deal with” Men that underſtand like 
rhemfſelves, and are under the reach of 
Juſtice and Laws, they are the plain- 
eſt arid beſt dealers: in the World ; 
Which ſeems not to grow fo much 
from a Principle of Conſcience, or 
Morality, as from a Cuftoca-or Habit 

| | untro- 


Chap. IV. and Diſpoſitions: 
introduced by the neceſſity of Trade 
among them, which depends as much 
upon Common-Honeſty; as War does 
- upon Diſcipline ; and without which, 
all would break up, Merchants would 
turn Pedlars, and Soldiers Thieves. 
Thoſe Families which live upon 
their Patrimonial Eſtates in all the 
preat Cities, are a People differently 
bred and manner'd from the Traders, 
though like them in the modeſty of 
Garb and Habit, and the Parſimony 
of living. Their Youth are generally 
bred up at Schools, and at the Uni- 
verſities of Leydez or Utretcht, in the 
common ſtudies of Human Learning, 


but chiefly of the Civil Law, which 


is that of their Country, at leaſt as 
far as it is ſo in Fraxce and Spain. 
(For, as much as I underſtand of 
thoſe Countrys, no Deciſions or De- 
crees of the Civil Law, nor Conſti- 
tutions of the Roman Emperors, have 
the force or current of Law among 
them, as is commonly believed, but 
only the force of Reaſons when al- 
kdged before their Courts of Judica- 
ture, as far as the Authority of Men 
eſteemed wiſe, paſſes for Reaſon : Bur 
the ancient Cuſtoms of rhoſe ſeveral 

be: M Cowun- 
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Ced their chief Councils, in the trme. 
of my reſidence among them, and not _ 


Of their People Chap. IV, 
Countrys, and the Ordonnances of their 
Kings and Princes, conſented to by the 
Eſtates, or in Fraxce vertfied by Parli- 
aments, have only the ſtrength and 
Authority of Law among them.) 
Where theſe Families are rich, . theit 
Youths, after the courſe of their ſtu- 
dies at home, travel for ſome years, as 
the Sons of our Gentry uſe to do 3 but 
their Journeys are chiefly into Ezg/and 
and France, not much into 1:aly, ſel: 
domer into Spaiz, nor often into the 
more Northern Countrys, unlefs in 
company or train of their publick 
Mimfters. The chief end of their 
Breeding, 1s, to make them fit for the 
ſervice of their Country in the Magi 
itracy of their Towns, their Provin- 
ces, and their State. And of theſe kind 
of Men are the Civil Officers of this 
Government generally compoſed, be- 
ing deſcended- of Families, who have 
many times been conſtantly in the Ma- 


giſtracy 'of their Native Towns for 
many Years, and ſome for ſeveral, 


Ages. 


Such were moſt 6r all of the chief 


Miniſters, and the perſons that compo- 


Men 
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Chap. IV. and Diſpcſitiots. | | 

Men of mean or Mechanick Trades, as 1b 
is commonly received among Foreign- 
ers, and makes the ſubject of Comical 
Jeſts upon their Government. This 


does nor exclude many Merchants, or 


Traders in groſs, from being often ſeen 
in the Offices of their Cities, and 
ſometimes depured to their States; Nor 
kveral of their States, from turning 
their Stocks in the inanagement of 
ſome very beneficial Trade by Ser- 
vants, and Houſes maintained to that 
purpole. But the generality,.of the 
States and Magiſtrates are of the other 
ſort ; Theit Eſtates conſiſting in the 
Penſions of their Publick Charges, in 
the Rents of Latids, or Intereſt of 
Money upon the Cantores, or in Actions 
of the Ea/t-Indy Company, or in Shares 


upon.the Adventures of great Trading- | 


Merchants. | | 

| Nor do theſe Families,  babituated as 
It were to ' the Magiſtracy of their- 
Towns ahd Provitices, uſually arrive 
it preat or exceſſive Riches ; The Sa- 


aries of Publick Employments and_. 
ntereſt being low, but the Revenue of 


inds being yet very much lower; 
ind ſeldom exceeding the profit of Tw6 


Bi the Hungred... They content tliefti= 
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Of their People Chap. IV. 


ſelves with the honour of being uſeful 
to the Publick, with the eſteem of 
their Cities or their Country, and 
with the eaſeof their Fortunes ; which 
ſeldom tails, by the frugality of their 
living, grown univerſal by being (l 
ſuppoſe) at firſt neceſſary, but ſince ho- 
nourable, among them. 

The mighty growth and exceſs of 
Riches is ſeen among the Merchantsand 
Traders, whoſe application lyes whol- 
ly that way, and who are the better 


content to have ſo little ſhare in the 


Government, deſiring only ſecurity in 
what they poſſeſs; Troubled with no 
cares but thoſe of their Fortunes, and 
the management of their Trades, and 
turning the reſt of their time and 
thought to the divertiſement of thcir 
lives. Yet theſe, when they attain great 
wealth, chuſe to breed up their Sons in 
the way, and Marry their Daughters 
into the Familes of thoſe others moſt ge- 
nerally credited intheir Towns,and ver- 
ſed in their Magiſtracies ; And thereby 
introduce their Families into the way of 
Government and Honour, which conſiſts 
not here in Titles, but 1n Publick Em- 
ployments. = 
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Chap. IV. and Di/poſitions. 
of their Gentlemen or Nobles, who,1n the 


Province of Holand, (to which I chiefly 
confine theſe Obſervations, are very 


few, moſt of the Families having been 


extinguiſhed in the long Wars with 
Spain. But thoſe that remain, are in 
a manner all employ'd in the Military 
or Civil Charges of. the Province ar 
State. Theſe are, in-their Cuſtoms, and 
Manners, and way of living, a good 
deal different from the reſt of the Peo- 
ple ; and having been' bred much a- 
broad, rather affect the Garh of their 
Neighbour-Courts, than the Popular 
Air of their. own Country.. They vas. 
lue themſelves more upon their No+ 
bility, -than Men do in other Coun- 
trys, where *tis more, common ; and: 


would think themſelves utterly diſho- 


noured by the Marriage of one that 


were not, of their Rank, though it- 


were to make up the broken Fortune 
of a Noble Family, by the Wealth of 
a Plebearn, ; They ttrive to imitate the 
French in their Mzen, their Cloathes, 


their way of Talk, of Eating, of Gal- 


lantry or Debauchery ; Andare, in my 
mind, ſomething worſe than they would 
be,. by a TeCting to. be-better than they 
need; making ſomeriines butiil Copics, 
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whereas they might be good Orig. 


.pals,. by .refining or, imptroying the 


Cuftoms and Virtues proper to their | 
own Country and Climate. They are 
otherwiſe -an Honeſt, Well-natur'd, 
Friendly,and Gentlemanly ſort of Men, 
and acquir"themſclves generally with 
Honour and Merit, where their Cqun. 
try.employs hem.  - BEES 3 
The Officers of their Armies live 
after the Ctiſtoms and Faſhions of the 
Gentlemen-; And ſo do many Sons of 
the rich Merchants, whio,' returning 
from travel abroad, have more deſigns 
upon their 'own pleaſure, and the va- 
pity of appearing, than upon the Ser. 
vice of their Country z' 'Or, if they 
pretend to enter into that, it is rather 
by the Army than the State, And all 
theſe are generally deſirous to ſee a 
Court in their Country, that they 
may value themſelves at home, by the. 
Qualities they havelearnt abroad ; and 
make a Figure, which agrees better 
with their own Humour, and the man- 
ner of Courts, than with the- Cuſtoms 
and Orders, that prevail in morg Po-. 
pular Governments. © 
Theſe are fome Cuſtoms, or Difpox 
ſizions, that ſeem to run generally 
| through 


* 
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through all theſe Degrees of Men a- 
mong them; As great Frugality, and 
order,'in their Expences. Their com- 


moa Riches lye in every Man's having, 


more [than he ſpends ; 'or, to ſay it 
more ptoperly,: In every, man's ſpend- 
ing leſs than he has coming 1o, be thar 


what it will: Nor. does it enter into 


Men's heads among them, That the com- 
moh port or courſes of Expence ſhould 
equal the Reveriue ; and when this hap-, 
pens,they think at leaſt they have liv'd 
that year ro no purpoſe ; .. And the 
train of _ it diſcredits a Man among 
them, as-much as any vitious or pro» 
digal Extravagance does in other Coun- 
trys. This engbles every Man to bear 
their extream. Taxes, and makes them 
leſs ſenſible than they would be in 0- 
ther places: For he that lives upon 
Two parts in Five of. what he has 
coming in, if he pays Two more to 
the State, he does bur part with what 
he ſhould have laid up, and had no 
preſentuſe for ; Whereas, he that ſpends 
yearly what he receives, if he pays but 
the Fiftieth part to the Publick, it goes 
from him like that which was neceſfary 
to buy Bread or Clothes for himfeit or 
his Family, - 
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This:makes the beauty and ſtrength 
of their Towns, the commodiouſneſs 
of travelling in their Country by 
their Canals, Bridges, and Cawleys; 
the pleaſantneſs of their Walks, and 
their Grafts in and near all their Ci- 


| ties; And in ſhort, the Beauty, , Con- 


venience, and ſometimes Magnificence, 
of their Publique Works, .to which eve- 
ry Man pays as willingly, and. takes as 
much pleaſure and vanity jn them, as 
thoſe of other - Countrys , do in the 


ſame circumitances, among the Poſſeſ- 


fons of their Families, or private In- 
heritance. What they can ſpare, bes 


ſides the neceſſary expence of - their 


Domeſtick > the Publick ' Payments, 
and the common courſe of {till en- 
creaſing their Stock, is laid out in the 


Fabrick, Adornment, *or: Furniture of 


their Houſes:: Things not ſo tranſitory, 
or ſo prejudicial to Health, and to Bu- 
neſs, as the conſtant Exceſles and 
Luxury of Tables 3 Nor perhaps alto- 
gether ſo vain as the.extravagant Ex- 
pences of Clothes and Attendance; At 


| leaft, theſe end wholly ina Man's ſelf, 


and the fatisfaEtion af his perſonal Hu- 
mour; whereas the other make not 
only the Riches of a Family, but con- 
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Chap. IV. and Diſpoſitions.. 
tribute. muck towards the publick Beau- 
ty and Honour of-.a Country. +. | 
. The order in caſting. up their :Ex- 
' pences. is ſo great' and. general, that 
no Man. offers. at -any. Undertaking, 
which he is not prepared for, and Ma- 
ſter of his Deſign, before he begins ; 
ſo as:I have neither obſerved norcheard 
of any Building : publick or private, 
that has not been finiſhed. in the time 
deſigned for it. So are their Canals, 
Cawlſeys, and ,Bridges 3 ſo was: their 
way from the Hague to Skeveting, a 
Work. that might have become”: the 
old Romans, conſidering how ſoon: it 
was diſpatcht, The Houſeat the Haze, 


builr purpoſely-for.caſting of Cannon, 


was finiſht in one Summer, during th@ 
heat of the firſt Engliſh War, and lookt 
rather like a deſign of Vanity. in their 
Government , than Neceſſity or Uſe. 
The. Stadthouſe of - Amſterdam has been 


left. purpoſely: to. time, without any *' 


limitation in the-firſt- Deſign, either of 
that, or of Expence ; both' that the 


Diligence and the Genius of ſo many 


ſucceeding Magiitrates ſhould be em- 
ploy'd in the colleCtion of :all- things, 
that could be'eftecmed proper to en- 
creaſes the Beauty or GY of 
| Tat 
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- that: Structure ; And perhaps alittle ts 
reprieve the experiment of: a cutrent 


Prediction, That the Trade of that City 
ſhould begin to fall the ſame year: the 
Stadthoufe ſhould be/finifht, ' as it did at 
Antwerp. i fo 00; 7-1 

Charity: ſeems to. be: very National 
among them, though it be regulated 
by :Orders of the 'Country ,- and 'not 


* uſually mov*d by the common Objefts 


of Compaſſion, But it 'is ſeen in. the 
admirable Proviſions that are made out 
of is for all-ſorts of Perſons' that can 
want;;: or -ought to be kept, in' a-*Go+ 
vernment.: Among the many and va- 
r10us Hoſpitals, that are in every Man's 
curidfity' and talk -that” travels their 
Country, I was affetted with 'none 
more than that of the aged Sea-Men 
at Exchuſyens, which is contrgged, fi- 
niſhed, and ordered, as if it were done 
with a kind intention of ſome well-na- 


*tur'd Man, That thoſe, who had paſt 


their whole lives 1n the Hardſhips and 
— of the Sea, ſhould find 
a Retreat ſtor'd: with all the Eaſes and 
Conventences, that Old-age rs capable 
of feeling and enjoying. © And here I 
met with the only rich Man, that Tever 
ſaw in my life: For one of theſe old 
' Sea-Men 
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Chap. IV. and Diſpoſtions. 
Sea-Ven entertaining mea good while 


with. the plain: Stories of his Fifty 


ears Voyages and Adventures, while 
I was viewing. their Hoſpital,' and the 
Chyrch adjoining ; I gave himat'part- 
ing. a plece of- their .Coin: about the 
value of a Crown ; 3 He took it ſmij- 
ling,. and pfter'd: 1t© me 'again but 


when I refuſed it, he askt: me; 'iwhat he 


ſhould do with; Money? for -all' that 
ever. they , wanted, was provided for 
them at: their. Houſe. 1 left him- to 
overcome his. Modeſty as he could'; 
but. .a Ser vant:;coming} after- me, aw 


| him give ir t9:a little Girt that 'open'd 


the Church:door, as -ſhe. paſt -by: him 
Which made; me'refle& upon the fan- 
taſtick calculation; of Riches and Po- 
yerty that 15 current in the 'World, by 
which.a Man that wants a Million, iS 
a Prince He that: wants but a Groat, 


15 ai\Beggar ; and this was a poor Mats 


that wanred nothing at all. - 


In general, All-Appetites and'Paſſi- 


ons ſcem t0. run. lower and: cooler 
here, than in:other Countrys where I 
have converſt.  Avarice may be excep-= 
ted. And yet that ſhauld not'be fo 
violent, where it feeds only upon In- 
duſtry and Parſimony, as where it 


breaks 


x77 


Of their People Chap. TV. 
breaks. out into: Fraud,  Rapine, and 
Oppreſſion. But Quarrels are ſeldom 
ſeen among them, unleſs in their Drink, 
Revenge rarely heard of, or Jealouſie 
known. |. Their Tempers are not alery 
enough for-:Joy, or any unuſual ſtrains 
of pleaſant Humour ; nor warm enough 
for Loye. | This is talkt of ſometimes 
among the younger Men, but as a 
thing they. have heard of, rather than 
felt :, and as a diſcourſe: that becomes 
them, ratherithan affefts them. I have 
known ſome among: them, that perſo- 
nated Lovers well enough ; but none 
that I;ever; thought were at heart'in 
Love; ;:: Nor any.. of: the Women, thar 
ſreem'dat all to earewhether they were 
{9.or no. . Whether it-be,that they are 
{uch lovers of: their Liberty, as not'ro 
bear.. the ſervitude of a Miſtreſs, any 
more than that of a Maſter ; Or, that 
the dnineſs.of their Air render them leſs 
{uſceptible of more refined Paſſions 3 Or, 
thiaghey are diverted: from it by the 
genera] ibtention every Man has upon 
his bufineſs, . whatever it 1s ; (nothing 
being.ſo:-mortal an Enemy of Love,that' 
{ſuffers noRival, as any bent of thought 
anuther: way.) © © # 


The 
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The {ame Cauſes may have had the 
ſame Effes among their Married Wo- 
men, who have the whole care and 
abſolute management of all their Do- 
meſtick ; And live with very gene- 
ral good Fame; A certain ſort of 
Chaſtity being hereditary and habitual 
among them, as Probity among the 
Men.. 

The ſame 'dulneſs of Air may «diſ- 
poſe them to that ſtrange aſſiduity and 
conſtant application of their Minds, 
with that perpetual Study and Labour 
upon any thing they deſign and take 
in hand. Thus gives them patience to 
perſue the queſt of Riches by ſo long 
Voyages and Adventures to the Indies, 
and by ſo long Parſimony as that of 
their whole Lives. Nay, I have (for 
a more particular example of this Diſ- 
poſition among them,) known one Man 
that was employ'd Four and Twenty 
years about the making and perfecting 
of a Globe, and another above Thirty 


about the inlaying of a Table. Nor 


does any Man know, how much may 
have been contributed towards the 
creat things in all kinds, both pub- 
| lick and private, that have been at- 
chieved among them by this one Hu- 
mour 


mour ,of never giving over what they 


imagine may be brought to pals, .nor 


leaving one {cent to follow another 


they meet with; Which is the pros - 


perty of the lighter and: more ingeni- 
- ous Nations; And the Humour of a 
Government being uſually the ſame 
with that of the perſons that compoſs 
it, not only in this, bur in all other 
points ; ſo as, where Men that govern, 
are Wiſe, Good; Steddy and Juſt, the 
Government. will appear ſo teo ; and 
the contrary, where they are other- 
wiſe. I 


may encline them to the Entertain* 
ments and Cuſtoms of Drinking, which 
are ſo. much laid to their charge, and, 
for ought I-know, may not only be 
neceſſary to their Health, (as they ge- 
nerally believe 1t,) but to the: vigour 
and improvement of their Underſtand- 
ings, ' in the midſt of a thick foggy 
Air, and ſo much coldnefs of Temper 
and Complexion. For though the as 


or exceſs of Drinking may deſtroy 


Men's Abilities who live in better Clt- 
mates, and are of warmer Conſtitu- 
tions 3 Wine -to hot Brains being like 
Oyl to Fire, and making the Spirits,by 
tov 
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The ſame Qualities in their Air 


Chap. IV. and Diſpoſutions. 
too much lightneſs, evaporate. anto 
ſmoak, and perfeCt aiery imaginations ; 
Or, by too much heat, rage into Fren- 
zy, or at leaſt into Humours and 
Thoughts, that have a great mixture, 
of it 3 Yet on the other ſide, it may. 
improve Men's Parts and Abilities of 
cold Complexions,and in dull Air ;. and 
may be neceſſary to thaw and move 
the frozen or unactive- Spirits of the 
Brainz To rowſe ſleepy Thought, and 
refine grofler Imaginations, and. per- 
haps to animate the Spirits . of the 
Heart, as well as enliven thoſe of the 
Brain : Therefore the old Germans 
ſeem*d to have ſome. reaſon in their 
Cuſtom, not to execute any great Re- 
ſolutions which had not been twice 
debated, and agreed at two ſeveral 
Aſſemblies, one in an Afternoon, 


and rother in a Morning ; Becauſe, 


they thought, their Counſels mighr 
want Vigour when they were ſober, 
as well as Caution when they had 
drunk. 

Yet in Holland I have obſerved ve- 
ry few of their chief Officers or Mini- 
ſters of State vitious in this kind ; Or, 
if they drunk much, *twas enly at ſer 
Feaſts, and rather to acquit oO 

than 
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than of choice or inclination'; And for 


* the Merchantsand Traders, with whom 


it is cuſtomary, They never do it in 
a Morning , nor till they come from 
the Exchange, where the buſineſs of 
the day is commonly diſpatcht ; Nay, 
it hardly enters into their Heads, that 
*is lawful to drink at all before that 
time ; but they will excuſe it, if you 
come to their Houſe, and tell you how 
ſorry they are you come 1n a Morning, 
when they cannot offer you to drink ; 
as if at that time of day it were not 
only unlawful for them to drink them- 


ſelves, but ſo. much as for a ſtranger 
_ todoit within their Walls. 
The Afternoon, or, at leaſt, the Even-. 


ing-is given to whatever they find 
will divert them ; And is no more than 
needs, conſidering how they ſpend the 
reſt of the day, in Thought, or in 


Cares; in Toils, or in Buſineſs. For 


Nature cannot hold out with conſtant 


| labour of Body, and as little with con- 


ſtant bent, or application, of Mind : 


Much motion of the ſame parts of the 


Brain either wearies and waſts them too 


- faſt for repair, orelſe ( as it were )fires 


the wheels”, and ſo ends, either in ge- 
neral decays of the Body, or diftraQti- 
| ons 
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much Care and Thought, or of great 
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ons of the Mind ( For theſe are uſu- 
ally occaſfion'd by perpetual motions 
of Thought about ſotne one Objed ; 
whether it be about ones ſelf in ex- 


ceſſes of Pride; or about another in 


thoſe of Love, or bf Grief. ) There- 
fore none are {o excuſable as Men of 
buſineſs, for giving up their times of 
leiſure to any pleaſures or diverfions 
that offend no Laws, nor hurt others 
or themſelves: And this ſezms the rea- 
ſon, thar, in all Civi] Conſtitutions, not 
oaly Honours, but Riches, are annex- 
ed to the Charges of thoſe who gos 
vern; and upon whom the Publique 


Cares are meant to be devolved : Not 
only, that they may not be diſtrafted 


from theſe, by the Cares of their own 


Domeſtique or private Interefts ; bury 


that by the help of Eſteem, and. of 
Riches, they may have thofe Pleaſures 
and Diverfions 10 theit reach, which 
idle Men neither need nor deſerve, 
but which are necefſary for the re- 
freſhment,or repair, of Spirits, exhauſt- 


ed with Cares, and with Toil, and 


which ſerve to ſweeten and preſerve 
thoſe Lives that would otherwiſe wear 
out tco faſt, or grow too uneafie in 
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the, Service of the Publique. . 
| The Two CharaCters,that' are left by 
the old 


 Queruntur ( Fabii 
Vaientis)Legiones,or- 
bari [e forts ſſimorum 
virorum auxilio, ve- 
geres 3llos £9 tor bel- 
lorum auores non 
abrumpend»s ut cor- 
; valid:ifimos ar- 
eus. Tacit. Hiit. 
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Romana Writers, of the ancient 


Batavi of Hollanders , ate, 


That they were both the 
braveſt among the German 
Nations, and the .moſt ob(ti- 
nate Lovers and Defenders of 
their Libertyz Which made 
them exempted.. from all 
Tribute by the Romans, who 
only Soldiers of their Nation, 


to make up ſome of their Auxiliary- 


Omnium harum 
gentium virtute pre- 
cipu; Batave non * 
m:/tum ex rip4 fed 
Inſuiam Rhens am 
mis colunt, Tacit. 
de Mor. Gef. 


Bands , as they' did in former 


Ages of thoſe Nations in {14 


that were their Friends,and Al- 


- lies. The laſt diſpoſition ſeems 


to have continued conſtane 
and National among them, ever 


ſince that time, and never to have 
more appeared, than in the Riſe and 
Conſtitutions of their preſent State. 
It does not ſeem to be ſo of the Firlt, 
or that the People in general can be ſaid 
now to be Valiant, a quality, of old, fo 
National among them, and which, by 
the ſeveral Wars of the Counts of Ho/- 
land, (eſpecially with the Frizons,) and 


by the deſperate Defences madeagainlſt 


the Spanzaras, by this People, in the bes 
| g1n01Ngs 
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piovirig> of clicjr State; ſhould ſtem tg 
trave: lafte#longy atid fo have but late- 
ly -decayed';; That 18, firice the whote 
ipplicdtion:6f their Natives has been 
rern'd to "Cotfimerce and Trade, afid 
the veinof their Domeſtique' Lives ſo 
much to Parfimony; (by Circutnſtances 


which wilt be the ſabje&@ of another | 


Chapters) and ſitice the-main ofall their 
Forces, and body of their Army, has 


beefi cottpoſed;: and continually ſupplii- 


ed out of their Neighbour-Nations. 
*- For Soldiers arid Merchants are not 
found; by experience, to be more in- 
cedmpatible in their abode, than the 
Difpolitions and Cuſtorns ſeem to be 
differetit, that fender a People fit for 
Trade, and for War. The Sotdier thinks 


of a ſhort life and a merry. The Tra- 


der thinks upon a long, and a pain- 
ful. One intends to rftake his For 
tanes ſiiddenly by his Courage, by Vi- 
Qory, atid Spoil: The Yother ſlower, 
but ſurer, by Craft, by Treaty, and 
by- Induſtry. - This makes the firſt 
franc and generous, and throw away, 
upon! his Pleaſures, whas has been got- 


ren' iti one Danger, and may either be 


loft, or repaired, in the next. The 


other wary and frugal, and loath ro 
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part. with in-a day; what: he has been 
labouring for a Year, and has no hapes 
to recover ,:but by the ſame paces of 
Diligence and Time.' One aims only 
to preſerve what. he has, as the'frait 
of his Father's pains5 or, what he ſhall 
get, as the fruit of his, own : T'other 
thinks the /price of a -little Blood. is 
-more than'of a great: deal of Sweat ; 
and , means to live upon other Men's 
Labours, and poſſeſs in' an hour, what 
they have been years in acquiring : 
This makes -one love to I've under 
ſtanch Orders and Laws ; While t'o- 
ther- would have all depend upon Ar- 
- bitrary Power and Will. The Trader 
reckons upon growing Richer, and 
by his account Better , the longer he 
hives; which makes him careful of his 
Health, and his Life, and ſo apt to be 
orderly and temperate in his Diet ; 
While the - Soldier is Thoughtleſs, or 
prodigal of both 3 and having not 
his Meat ready at hours, or when 

he has a mind to it , Eats full and 
greedily, whenever he gets it 3 And 
perhaps difference of Diet may make 
greater difference in -men*s natural 
Courage; than is commonly Thought 


of. 
| For 
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thatw ic 8 Bore natural »7and ſo 
Borg! 2uſ ſome Countries . than 
hers, Tem 30 ariſe from. t : heat 
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Rag And pA hs Action. 
1S "may e Pal ang Oe why the Gen- 


\trypinall places: of th World, are bra- 
Dn the Praſntry, whoſe Hears 
$4 elled, CEP ly, by: Slavery, b t 
Jorg and Ponta:  Fpad, the "A 
5 FOveryt, Thisis 2: cauſe, why 


© 
wols 


Teoma, and Commdualty of 
En, Bf are generally braver than in 
96 gr, Countries,- becauſe by the Plen- 

and Cobſtityrions, of the Kirigdom, 
_ are ſo'much eaſier in their Rents 
309; their Faxes, and fare {0 much 
N 3 better 
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borer # and fuller, than thoſe, of their 


g"any the? tion, 
ehiaf;* Fr: lect oj 
E - Rs, And's ampt 
both tht irds and the'BEafts, 
{till findtlidfe far BY, be 
be the Heres" and the 


thi js ary, the F 
bearer bf ed "pe Len ah 
Plants. 19h pk, there. cinÞ 6p a 


ed but-r; eppigns © to-thr FB 
which Fi - ad ung t 0 60 
whereas the Courige dF tHe! Bees 
te 69 Where but 18 Fz Fr? 


there, on certag ge E; 7 ind 
the Ove 7, bil the Col e we Son: 
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ally at Land, ') and'mak 5 of 
. Nations; * Giefly in their” Milice 3 3 


the Arts 'of "Trade, 'as' well 2s Feiics 
and their great Parfimogy. in Djet,3 nd 
eating ſo Very little Flefb, C which the 
common' People fcldom 4b, above-bnce 
. week M mhy have helpr to 'debafe 
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Chap. IV. and Diſpoſtions. 
much the ancient valour of the Na- 
tion, at lea , In the occaſions of Ser- 
vice at Land. Their Seamen are 
much better ; but not ſo gqod as thoſe 
Wk TE who are generally | brave 5 
hich, I ſuppoſe, comes by theſe ha. 
ving upon. all gccaſtons turn'd ſo much 
more to Privateering, and Menof Warz 
and thoſe of Holland, being generally 
employ'd 1 in Trading and "Merchant- 
hips; While their Men of War are 
Mann'd by Mariners ofall Nations,who 
are very numerous among them, but 
Tecial , thoſe of the Ea;:lard Coaſts 
of Germany, Sueaes, Daxes , and Nor- 
WEeLFAans. 
_ *Tis odd, that Veins of Courage 
ſhould ſeem to run like Veins of good 
Earth in a Country, and yet not only 
thoſe of the Province of Hainault 
among the Spaxiſþ, and ! of Gelderland 


among the Urited Provinces , are 


eſteemed better Soldiers than the reſt; 
But the Burghers of. Valenciennes 


among the Towns of Flanders, and of 


Nimmeguen among thoſe of the lower 
Gelder, are obſerved to be particularly 
brave. But there may be firmneſs and 


conſtancy of Courage from Tradition, 


as well as of Belief: Nor methinks 
72 4 A 


* 1 
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ſhould any Man know how to be a 
Coward, that is brought up with the 


Opinion, That all his Nation or City 


have ever been valiant. 

' Tan fay nothing of what is uſually 
laid to their charge, about their being 
Cruel, beſides, what we have ſo often 
heard of their barbarous uſage to 
fome of our Men in. the Eaſt-Izdies, 
and what we have ſo lately ſeen of 
their Savage Murther of their Penſio- 
ner de Wit; A Perſon that deſerv'd 
another Fate, and a better return from 
his Country, after Eighteen years ſpept 
1n their Miniſtry, without 'any care of 
his Entertainments or Eaſe, and little 
of his Fortune. A Man of unwearied 
Induſtry, inflexible Conftancy, ſound, 
clear, and deep Underſtanding, withun- 
tainted Integrity ; ſo that whenever he 
was blinded,” it was. by the paſſion he 
had for that 'which he eſteemed the 
oo00d and intereſt of his. State. This 
teſtimony 3 is juſtly due to him from all 


thatpraCtiſed him; and is the more wil- 


lingly paid, fince there can be as little 
Intereſt ro fatter AS honour to reproach, 
the dead. But this aCtion of that people 
may be attributed to the misfortune 
of their Country ; ; and is fo yh 

90ts 
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Chap.IV. «rd Diſpoſitions. | 
the appearance of their Cuſtoms and 
Diſpoſitions, living, as I ſaw them, un- 
der the Orders and Laws of a quiet 
and ſctled State, and one-muſt confeſs 
Ma-.kind to be a very various Creature; 
and none to be known, that has nor 
been ſeen in his Rage, as well as his 
Drink. = nt £52 FT 

They are generally not ſo long liv'd, 


as in better Airs ; and begin to decay 


early, boch Men and Women,eſpecially 
at Amſterdam ; For, at the Hagae, (which 
Is their beſt Air) I have known two 
conſiderable Men, a good deal above 


Seventy, and one of them in very good 
Senſe and Health : But this is'not fo. 
uſual-as it is in England, and in Spain, 


The Difeaſes of the Climate ſeem to 
be chiefly the Gout and the Scurvys 
but all hot and dry Summers bring 


| fome that are infeQious among them, 


eſpecially into Amſterdam and Leyden : 
Theſe are uſually Fevers, that lye moſt 


in the Head, and either kill ſuddenly, 


or languiſh Jong before they recover. 
Plagues are not fo frequent , at leaſt 
not in a degree to be taken notice of, 


_ for All ſuppreſs the talk of them as 
much as they can, and nodiſtinction is 


made in the Regiſtry of the dead, nor 
| much 
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ne, or ealily ſatisfied. For this ſeemy 
to be the Die of People that are 
idle. or think themſelyes bur 1ll enfer- 
n'd, and tribute every fit of dull 
ahh; or Imagination, to a formal 
we le, W] ich they have found this 
dame for 3 Whereas, ſuch Fits are 1n- 
Cidens to all Men, at one timeor other, 
from the f ne of of Indigeſtion, from the 
common alceratians of ſome inſenfible 
degrees in 


* Ub: tempeſt as 6 cels mobilis humor Health, and 
Mutavere vias, & Fupiter bumidus Auſtris, r 
Denſfat,crant que tara modo, © que denſa relaxat vigor * - 50D, 
Vertuntur ſpecies animorum, 79 pefora motus f rom ſo me 


hal 0 pr from their being ever 


Nunc alios, alios dum -nubila ventus agebat chan ges or 

Concipiunt,binc i/le avium concentus m agris 

Et late pecudes, ovantes gutture corvie | OE roaches 
Virg. FAG chang C 


in Winds 
and Weather, which affe® the finer Spi- 
rits of the Brain, before they grow ſen- 
fible ro other partsz And are apt to al- 
cy 
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LEAeM of rg of whateyer 
3 repreſents my us By Vir" Imagitiati- 
ons, whit We ate fo afefted. "Yer this 
Efe& ipndt'ſo trons, but that BilieR, 
or: ittefitidn' of 'T'h E *cominionly 
either Felt fs, e or diverts/ it; "And tho 
who underſtatid the holds '6Fit,Tet'it 
paſs, 5 ndYetdinito them Rlves.” By ir cf 
as ary \Frep Fo or know pot, from” Whence 
w_ BE _— un Yeats: theix 

cads with 'Notibr 
yeralHappiineſ: 66 Unhaph end 4 
pon every "Fl Fit fed i685 
bi the ebruiet6n of their", ies, theit 
ls, '@rt] Ts (eral uk 


by Re ah: I. ale meh R 
Nofiin their Minds, and, are: Ho? 27up 
worn” it Mo t — our return 


| Efpecta a they” a It 
bfrert mfr to by ore Fanta As 
happens in ſme. particular "Conftity- 
| Blue and more 'generally'in uncertain 
Clinkres, efp ER Wy, if inproved by 
accidents of 4Il Health, or ill Forfune. 
But'this is a Diſcaſe too refin'd for this 
Country and People,” who are well, 


when they are not 11; and pr 


#7 
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When they: AkE not, troubled; are. con- 
4tenr, becauſethey chink littlggfiit;: and 
feek; their Happineſs, 1n;: th&c9mmeN 
- .Eaſes and Commodities of;;Life, or the 
encreaſe of Riches 3 Not, ramaſing them: 
Klves with. the more ſpeculative ;COn- 
xrivaaces of Paſſion, or. .rebnements . of 
eat 10 ;albi. >: 
9 To. conclade. this Chapters, Holler 
"15A Country, w] here the. Earch 1s. better 
than the. Air, . and: Profit,, mare-in re 
queſt than , Honour ; Where-..there..is 
more Senſe than, Wit, , More. agod Na: 
ture. rhan. good, Humor,;.' And more 
Wealth: than, Pleaſure; Whers; a Man 
1d chaſe ares to: 'Frayel,thanco 
ive. * Shall find More things -40;< 
Eve, than deſi fire; A nd ;more. Pe ons 
o; eſteem than to love;: ; Butithe lame 
alities and. Diſpoltions do, not. var 
| a. -private, Man-and a State,ner make 
a2\Conyerfation; agtecable »-And a Go; 
verniment Great 3; Nor is ituplikely,that 
ſome very great King might make but 
a very. ordinary priate Gentleman, and 
ome very extraofdinar Gentleman, 
might, be @pable of nb Pa ve 
7 mean Frince. of 
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Of their RE E-1I'GION. * © 


} _Intend' not here to ſpeak of Religi-. 
r | 1 ofiarallas a Divine, bit as'a mere” 
. | Secular Man, when I obſerve the occa- 
; || ons that ſeen to have eſtabliſhrit in 
- | the Forms,or with che Liberties, where- 
- | with it iS now attended 'in.the Unrzed. 
; | Provinces. . Thelieve, the Reformed Re- 
) | ligion was introduced there, as well as 
. | it Ezg/and, and the many 6ther Coun-. 
; | tries where it 1s profeſs'd, .by the ope- 
 E ration of Divine Will and Proyi- 
, & dence ;' And by the ſame, T believe the 
© Roman Cartholique was .continued. in 
| France: Where it ſeemed, by the con-. 
| ſpiring of ſo many Accidents in. the 
beginning of Charles the © Ninth's 
Reign, to be ſo near a change. And 
whoever doubts this, ſeems to queſtion 
' not only the Will, but the Power, of 
God. Nor will it at all derogate from 
the Honour of a Religion, to have. 
been planted in a Country, by Secular 
\ & 7 Means, 


Of their Religion. Chap. V. 
means, or_Civil Revolutions, which 


have, long fi ſince , ſucceeded to thoſe 


Miraculous Operations that made way 
for Chriſtianir 0 the * thrdra 'Tis 
enough, that God [mighty infuſes be- 
lief into the Heartsof Meg,.or elſe, or- 
dains it to grow out 0 Religious En- 
quiries and Inſtructions; An 
wherever the ike rall ty 7 Of i 


come : by the! E Fieane, 0 UE lie 
it 1s by rhe i Frek. of this TON, ur Faire 
intro duced dries and 
nh th eel eli 10 0 of fi 
Country: 3 | Was th 6 RE rmed 0: 
feffibn _ qd into Þ: EL; land, Scot-. 
land, Sued ex, De enmark , Iahd , ati 


many arts. O f Germaby. .So. was the 
Roman-Catholquz reſtored in France 
and in ' Flanders ; where,notwithſtand- 
ing the grear'  Coniculfions! that were 
made i in the Government by the Hu 
gonots and' the. .Gueuſes, yet they were 
Never e teknjed, ig either of thoſe Coun- 
tries, to amount, further than the Se- 
venth or Eight) part of the People., 

nd whoſever defi igns the change. of 
Religion | in a Coutitry, or 'Govera- 
ment, by any other means than that of 
a general converſion of the 'ople, or 
rhe greaceſt Part of them, deſigns all 


the 
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Chap.V. Of thtis Rillgitn. 
the Mifchiefs to 4 Nation, that ule 
uſher in, 6r attend, the rwo.gftare Reta 
ſtetnpers of a State, Civil \ ar, 2 DE p 
ranny Which ate YIORne, © , Opps reffi- 
on, Coadley, Rap pine, Inte» & Tre 
juſtice, and,in ſhort, the fa OY Es 
For oft of fAuman Blood, 4nd the Eonfall- 


_ off of all Laws, Orders, #1 Virtues; 


among, Men. 

Such = rg oroogh s his f &gubt 
are ſomething moxe than the E diſp at 
Opinions of any kg or any p Deen. 
hr Aſſembly of Men, can be worth; 
fince the great and general. End of alt 
Religion, next to Men s Happineſs h wt 
afrer, i is their Har oprnes here ; As af 
pears by the Cord miatidrdentd 6f Go, 
being the beſt and greatelf Moral al 
Civil, as well as Divine, Precepts, that 
have been given to a Nation; And by 
the Rewards propoſed to-the Piety.: of 
the Jews, throughout the ©! ld Tefta- 
ment, which were the Bleſſin&of this 
Life, as Health; length of Age, number 
of Children, Plenty Peace, or Vi- 
tory. 

Now the way to our future Happi: 
neſs, has been perpetually diſputed 


CR oe the World, and muſt be fefr, 


to the Impreffions made upon 
every 


at la 
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every Man's Belief; and Conſcience, ei- 
ther by natural, or ſupernatural, Argu- 


ments and Means; which Impreſſions 
| Men may diſguiſe or difſemble, bur no 


Man can refſt. For Belief is no more 
in a Man's Power, than his Stature, or 
his Feature ; And he that tells me , I 


. rfivſt change myy Opinion for his, bes 
| cauſe *tis the truer and the better; 


without other Arguments; that haveto 
me the force of Conviftion, may as 
well tell me, I muſt change my Grey 


| Eyes, for others like his that are Black, 


becauſe theſe are lovelier, or mare in 
eſteem. He that tells me, I muſt in- 
form my Self ; Has reaſon, if I do it 
not : But if I endeavour it all that I 
can, and perhaps, more than he ever 
did, and yet ſtill differ from him ; 
And he, that, it may be, is idle, will 
have me ſtudy on, and inform myſelf 
better, and ſo to the end of my life; 
ThenlT eaſily underſtand what he means 
by informing, which is, in ſhort, that 
I muſt do it, till I come to be of his 

Opinion. | | 
If he, that, perhaps, perſues his Plea- 
ſures or Intereſts, as much, or' more, 
than I do; And allows me to have as 
good Senſe, as he has tnall other mat- 
| ters; 
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Chap. Tc of their Rellzion.” 
ters,, tells ine .I ſhould be of his opi- 


nion , but "that Paſſion or Totereſt 
blinds me; naleſs he can convince me 


how, or where, this lies, he is but 
where he was , only pretends to know. 


me better than I do my ſelf, who can- 


- Not imagine, why I ſhould not have as ©" 


much care of my Soul, as he has of 
BSE ,© 

'A man that tells me .my Opanions are 
abſurd or ridiculous, impertinent or un- 
reaſonable, becauſe they differ from 
His, ſcems to intend a Quatrel inſtead 
of a Diſpute;z and calls me Fool, or 


Mad-man, with alittle more Grclint- 


ſtance; though, perhaps, 1 pals for one 
as well in my ſenſes as he, as pertinent 
'1n. talk, and as. prudent ia life : Yet 
theſe are thecommon Civilities,'in Re- 
Tigious Argumeat , of 'ſaffitient' and 
conceited men ,; who talk niuch 'of 
Right Reaſon, and mean always their 
own; and make their private imagi- 
nation the meaſure of general Truth. 

But ſuch language determines all be- 
tween us, and; the Diſpute cones to 
end in three words at laſt, which it 
might as well have ended in at: firſt, 


That he is ig the right, and l am inthe 


wrong. 
O The 
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Of their Religion, , Chap..V. 
- The other great End of Religion, 
which is our "dr ineſs here, has been 
generally agreed on by all Mankind, 
as appears in tlie Records of 


Eiunt diverſe reſ- all their Laws, as well as all 


publice ex Ccivium 
moribus,qui,quocungy 


their Religians, which come 


fluxerint, cetera ſe £0 be eſtabliſht by the COnCur- 


_ rapiunt. Plat. d& once of Men's Cuſtoms and 


Trality, in which they have ney Git 
0 


| Opinions; though in the la- 
ter, that concurrence may- have been 
produced by Divine Impreſſions or 1n« 
fpirations. For all agree in Teaching 
and Commanding,in Planting and Im- 
proving, not only thoſe Morab Virtues, 
which canduce to the felicity and tran- 
quillity of every private Man's Life ; 
bur alſo thoſe Manners and Diſpoſitions 
that tend to the Peace, Order, and 
Safety of all Civil Societies and: Go- 
vernments among Men. "Nor could 1 
ever underſtand,. how thoſe, who call 
themſelves,and the World uſually calls, 
Religious. Men,; comme, to put ſo great 
weight upon thoſe: Points of Belief 
which Men never have agreed in, and 
ſo lictle upon thoſe of Virtue and Mo- 


diſagreed. Nor, why a State ſhould 
venture the Subverſion of their. Peace, 
and their Order, which are certain 
| Goods, 
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Of their Religion. 
Ggods, and ſo univerſally eſteemed, for 
the propagation of uncertain or con- 
teſted Opinions 

. . One of the great Cauſes of the firſt 
Revolt in the- Low- Countries, appeared 
tobe,. The Oppreſiion of Mens Conſei- 


195 


ences, or Perſecution in their Liberties, ' 


their Eſtates and their Lives,upon pre- 
tence off Rehgion. And this at a time, 
when there ſeemed to be a conſpiring 
Diſpoktitipa in moſt Countries of Chrr- 
Rtendom;toſeek theReformation of fome 
abuſes, grown 1n the DofEtrine and Diſ- 
tipline of the Church,either by theRuſt 
of. time, by. Negligence, or by Hurtan 
Inventions; Pailions and-Intereſts. The 
Tigid oppolition given at Rome to this 
general Humour, wasfollowed by a de- 
te&tion of mighty numbers in all thoſe 
{eyeral Countries, who, profeſſed to re- 
form themſelves, acording to ſuch Rules 
as they thought were neceſlary for the 


'Reformation of the Church. Theſe 


perſons ;-theugh they agreed in the 
main of diſowning the Papal Power, 
and reducing Belief troth the Autho- 
rity-of Tradition to That of the Scrip- 


ture ; Yet they differ'd much among 


themſelves inother circumſtances, eſpe- 
cially of Diſcipline, according ro the 
O 2 Perſua- 
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Perſuaſions ' and Impreſſions of the 
Leading Doctors 1n their ſeveral Coun- 
trys. So the Reformed of France be. 
came univerſally Caloinifts 5 But for 
thoſe of Germany, though they were 
venerally Lutherans, yet there was a 
great. mixture both of Catvinifts arid 
Axabaptiſts among them.- - -/- : 

The firſt Perſecutions of -thefe Re- 
formed aroſe in Germany, in the time 
of Charles the Fifth, and! drove great 
numbers of them dowry 1nta' the Se. 
venteen Provinces, eſpecially.” Holand 
and Brabaxt, where the Priviledges of 
the Cities were greater, and'the' Em- 
peror*s Government was leſs ſevere, as 
among the SubjeCts of his own Native 
Countrys. This was the occafion, that 
in the year 1566, when, upon the firſt 
InſurreQion in- F/a»ders, thoſe of- the 
Reformed. Profeſſion began 'to form 
Conſfiſtories, and levy Contributions 


among themſelves, for fupport of their 
Common Cauſe ; It was reſolved, upon 


conlultation,among the Heads of them, 
that for declining all differetces among 


themſelves, at a'time of common ext- 
gence, The publick Profeſſion of their 
Party ſhould be That of the Lutherans, 


though with liberty and indulgence to 


thole 
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thoſe of different Opinions. By the U- 


nion., of Uereche concluded in 1579, 
Each of the Provinces was left to or- 
der the matter of Religion, as they 
thought fir and moſt conducing to the 
welfare'of their Province ; With this 
proviſion, that every man ſhould re- 
main free in his Religion, and none be 
examined or entrapped for that caule, 
according to the Pacification at Gazr. 
Bar in the year 1583, it was enatted by 
general agreement, That the Evangelt- 
cal Religion ſhould be only profeſſed 
inall the Seven Provinces: Which came 
thereby to be the eſtabliſh Religion of 
this State. 

The Reaſons, which ſeemed to induce 
them to this ſettlement, were many, 
and of weight ; As firſt , becaule by the 
Perſecurtions arrived in Frazce, (where 
_ all the Reformed were Ca/vini#s)mul- 
titudes -of People had retired qQut of 
that Kingdom into the Low Conntrys ; 


And by the great commerce and con- 


tinual intercourie with Exglend, where 
the Reformation agreed much with the 
CalviniFs in point of Doctrine, though 
more with the Lutherans in point of 
Diſcipline, Thoſe Opinions came to be 
credited and propagated more than any 
O 2 other 
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other, among the people of theſe Pro- 
vinces, ſo as the numbers were grown 
to be greater far in the' Cities of This 
than of any other Profeffion.” Second: 
ly, the Succours and Supplies both of 
Men and Money, by which' the'weak 
Beginoingsof this Commonwealth were 
preſerved and fortified, came chiefly 
from Exglazd, from the Proteſtants of 
France, (when their affairs were ſuc- 
ceſsful ) and from the Calviniſft Princes 
of Germany, who: lay neareſt, and were 
readieſt to relieve them: ' In the next 
place, becauſe thoſe of this Profeſſion 
ſeem'd the moſt contrary and violent 
apainſt the Sparierads, who made them-« 


ſelves Heads of the Roman-Catholicks 


throughout Chriſtendom, and the ha- 
tred of Spain, and their Dominion was 
ſorooted in'the Hearts of this People, 
that it had influence upon them in the 
very choice of their Religion. And 
lefty, becauſe, by this Profeſſion, all 
ts and'JuriſdiQtion of the Clergy 

or Hierarchy being ſuppreſſed, there 
wasno Eccleſiaſtical Authority left to 
riſe up and trouble or fetter the Civil 
Power ; And all the Goods and Pol- 
ſeſſions of Churches and Abbies were 
ſeized wining into the hands ofthe ob 
| wr W a 1 
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which made a great encreaſe of the pub+ 


lick Revenue.,: a thing the moſt ne. 


ceffary for the-fupport of their Govern: 
. .: There might perhaps be added one 
Reaſon more, which was particular to 
one of the. Provinces : For, whereas in 
moR, if not all, other parts of Chriſten- 
gom;: the: Clergy. compoſed one of the 
Three Eſtates; of the: Country , and 
thereby ſhar'd- with the Nobles and 
Commons in their Influences upon the 
Government ;; That Order never made 
any part of the Eſtates in Hol{and,nor 
had any Vote in their Aſſembly,which 
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conliſted only of the Nobles and the 


Cities;and this Province bearing always 
the greateſt {way in the Councils of the 
Union, was moſt enclined tothe ſettle- 
ment of that Profefiion, which gave 
leaſt pretence of Power or Juriſdiftion 
to the Clergy, and ſo agreed moſt with 
their own ancient Conſtitutions. 

Since this Eftabliſhmeat, as well as 
before, the great care of this State has 


eyer been, to favour no particular or 


curious Inquiſition into. the Faith or 
Religious Principles of any peaceable 
Man, who came to live under the pro- 
tetion of their Laws, agd to ſuffer 
O 4 | 
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no Violence or Oppreſſon upon any 
Mans. Conſcience', whole- Opinions 
broke not out into Expreflions or ACti- 
ons of ill conſequence to the State, A 
free'/Form of Government either ma- 
king way for. more freedom in Religi- 
on; or elſe, having newly contended ſo 
tar themſelves for Liberty in this point, 
they thought it the moxe unreaſonable 
for them to. oppreſs others. Perhaps 
while they were ſo threatned and en- 
danger'd .by Foreign Armies, they 
thought it-the more neceſſary to pro- 
vide againſt diſcontents within, which 
can neyer be dangerous, where they are 
not grounded-or: fathered upon Op- 
preſſion in point either of Religion or 
Liberty. .'But-in thoſe two Caſes, the 
Flame ofren' proves moſt violent in a 
State, the - more *tis ſhut up, or the 
lagger.concealed. 


:!'The'Romasn Catholick Religion Was. 


alone excepted-from the common pro- 
tection” of their Laws, making Men 
(as the States believed') worſe: Sub- 
jects thamthe reſt, by the acknowledg- 
ment'ofl @Foreign 'and Superiour Ju- 
riſdiction;; For fo muſt ' all Spiritual 
Power. :nceds-be', as grounded upon 
areater: Hoes and Fears than-any C 1 
_ ain... __vth 
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vil, atleaft, where-ever the perſuaſions 
from Faith are as ſtrong as thoſe from! 
Senfe ;' of which there are ſo many. 
Teſtimonies recorded: by the Martyr- 
doms, Penances, or Conſcientious Re-- 


ſtraints and Severities, ſuffered by infi- 
nite Perſons in all forts of Religions. 
Beſides, this' Profeſſion ſeemed {till 
a retainer of the Spaniſh Goverament, 
which was then the great Patron of it 
in the world : Yet, ſuch was the care 
of this State'to give all men eaſe 1n 
this point, who ask no more than to 
ſerve God, and fave their own Souls, 
in their own. Way and Forms ; that 
what was not provided for by the 
Conſtitutions of their Government, was 
ſo, in a very great degree, by the Con- 
nivance of their Officers, Who, upon 
certain conſtant Payments from every 
Family, ſuffer the exerciſe of the Ro- 
max-Catholick Religion in their ſeve- 
ral Juriſdictions, as free and caſe, 
though not ſo cheap and ſo avowed, 
as the reft, This, I ſuppoſe, has been 
the reaſon, that though'thoſe of this 
Profeſſion are very numerous in the 
Country, among the Peaſants , and 
conſiderable in the Cities ; and not ad- 
mitted to any publick charges ; 2 
they 
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they ſeem-to' be a ſound piece of the 
State, and faſt jointed in with the reſt; 
And have neither givenany difturbance 
to the Government, nor-expreſt any in- 


 clinations to a change, or to any Fo- 


reign Power, either upon' the former 
Wars with Spain, or the later -Inva- 
ſions of the Biſhop of Munſter. 

Of all other Religions, every Man en- 


- Joys the free exerciſe in his own Cham- 


ber, or his own Houſe, unqueſtioned 
and uneſpied : And if the Followers of 
anySett grow ſo numerous 1n any place, 
that they affe& a publick Congregati- 
on, and are content to purchaſe a place 
of Aﬀembly, to bear the charge of a 
Paſtor or Teacher, and ta pay for this 
Liberty tothe Publick ; They go and 
propoſe their deſire to the Magiltrates 
of the place where they relide, who in- 
form themſelves of their Opinions, and 
manners-of Worſhip ; and if they find 
nothing in either, deſtruftive to Civil 
Society, or prejudicial to the Confſti« 
tutions: of their State, and content 
themſelves with the price that 1s offer'd 
for the purchaſe of this Liberty, They 
ealily allow. it ; But with the conditi- 
on, That one or more Commillioners 
ſhall be appointed, who ſhall have free 
admiſſion 
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admiſſion at all their Meetings, ſhall be 


both the Obſervers and V Vitneſſes of 


all that is Acted or Preached among 
them, and whoſe Teſtimony ſhall be 
received concerning any thing that 
paſſes there to the prejudice of the 
Statez In 'which caſe, the Laws and 
Executions areas ſevere as againſt any 
Civil Crimes. ” 

\ Thus the #ews have their allowed 


Synagogues in AmZerdam and Rotter- 


adam; Andin the firſt, almoſt all SeCts, 
thatare known among Chriſtians, have 
their publick Meeting-places ; and 
ſome whoſe Names are almoſt worn 
out 1n all other parts, as the Browz!ſts, 
Femiliſts, and others : The Arminians, 
though they makea greatName among 


- them, by being rather the diſtinftion 


of a Party in the State, than a SeCt 
in the Church; yet are, in compariſon 
of others, but few in number, though 
conſiderable by the perfons, who are 
of the better quality, rhe morelearned 
and intelligent Men, and many of them 
in the Government. The Anabaprifts 
are juſt the contrary, very numerous, 
but in the lower ranks of people, Me- 
chanicks and Sea-men, and abound 


The 
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The Cal{viniFs make the Body of the 
people , and . are poſſeſſed of all the 
publick Churches in the Dominions 
of the State,. as well as of the only 
Miniſters or Paſtors, who are maintain- 
ed by the Publick ; But theſe have 
neither Lands , nor Tithes , nor any 
authorized Contributions from the peo- 
ple, but certain Salaries from the State 
upon whom they wholly depend : And 
though they are often very bold in 
taxing and preaching publickly againſt 
the Vices, and ſomtimes the innocent 
Entertainments, of perſons moſt confi. 
derable 1a the Government, as well as 
of the Vulgar; yet they .are never 


heard to cenſure or controul the pub- - 


lick Aﬀtions or Reſolutions of the 
State : They are, in general, through- 
out the Country , paſſionate Friends 
to the Intereſts-of rhe Houle of Orazze ; 
And, during the intermiſſion. ef that 
Authority , found ways of expreſiing 
their affefions to the Perſon and For- 
tunss of this Prince , without offend- 
ing the State, as it was then conſtitu- 


ted. ' They are fierce Enemies of the 


Arminian Party,whole Principles were 
thought to lead them, in Barzevelt's 
time, towards a conjunion, or at leaſt 
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compliance, with the Spaniſh Religion 
and Government-z Both which , tlie 
Houſe of Orange,in the whole courle of 
the War,endeavoured to make trrecons 


cileable with thoſe of the'Stare; © 2 


Ir is hardly+to be imagined; how all 
the violence and” ſharpneſs/ Which a& 
companies® the differences df Religion 
in other gm_ » leems to be ap 
 peaſed or ſoftned” here, bp theigeneral 
freedom. whit all men”enjby, either 
by allowance or connivanee 5 Nor,thow 
Fation and'Ambition are'thereby dif 
abled ro colour 'their Thtereffed and 
Seditions Deftgns with the pretences 
of Religion, which has coft the' Chri: 
tian World fo -much bleod- tor theſe 
/aft Hundred and fifry years: No man 
can here complaih of preffare® in his 
Conſcience} * Of being forced to any 
publick profeſſion of - ' his'- private 
Faith ; Of being: reſtrained* from his 
own manner of worſhip in-Hhis Houſe, 
or obliged 'to any other abroad: : And 
whoever asks more in point ''of- Reli- 
gion, without the undiſpute&evidence 
of a particitlar 'Miſhon from Heaven, 
may be juſtly ſuſpeQted, not to ask for 
God's ſake, but for his'own ; fince 


pretending to Sovereignty, inſtead of 


Liberty 
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Liberty; i in-Opinion, is.indeed pretend. 
ing the {ame 1n_ Authority too, which 


conſiſts chiefly.in- Opinion ; And what 


Man; or. Party , ſoever, can. gain the 
commog, and firm belief,.of being moſt 
immediately, inſpired, inftruQed;or fa- 
vaurediof God, will eaſily. obtain. the 
Prezogative of being moſt honour'dand 
obey'd by Men. 1 

But ia this. Commonwealth, no Man 


having any. reaſon to. complain of op- 


Faring b in -Conſcience ; and no. Man 


FALW 


—— -none ! in = Ftkons and 
little in Converſation, where itlerves 
but, for entertainment. and variety. 
They azgue-without intereſt or anger ; 
They differ. without eninicy or ſcorn; 
and They.agree without confederacy, 
Men liyk together, like Citizens of the 
World, tedb the common ties 
of Humanity , nd by the bonds of 
Peace; under. the unpartial protection 


of indifferent Laws, .' with equal en- 


couragement of all Art and Induſtry, 


 andequal.freedom of Speculation. and 


Enquiry ; All Men enjoying their ima- 
ginary excellencies and acquiſitions of 
| knows 
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Chap. 'V.., of their Religion. 
knowledg,with as much {afety,as their 
more realPoſſeſſions and Improvements 
of Fortune. . 'The Power.of Religion, ar 


 mong them; where. it 1s, hes ineyery 


Man's heart'; The appearance of it-.1s 
bur like a piece of Humanity,by whi 
every.one. alla moſt into the company 
or converſation of thoſe, whoſe cuſtan 
and Humours, whoſe Talk and Diſpay 
ſitions, he likes beſt : And as in_ other 


places, 'tis in, every Man's choice.) zich 


whom he will eat or lodge, with whom 


o0.. to Td 5, Or : to. Court z Sq-it 
ſcems.ro be here, with whom he.xyul 
Pray ox go. to Church, -or Aſſociate 
in the Service and. Worſhip of God; 


4 1 
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Nor. is, any more notice. taken ji qr 


more cenſure paſt ,- of ;what e 
one chuſes. in theſe. caſes,, than. ,in;th 
+ cn AR 

I believe the force of Commerce, 
Alliances,and Acquaintance, ſpreading 
ſo far as they do in ſmall Circuits, 
(ſuch as the Province of Holand) may 
contribute much to make converſation 
and all the Offices of common life, ſo 
calie, among ſo different Opinions, of 
which ſo many ſeveral perſons are of- 
ten in every Man's Eye; And no Man 
checks or takes offence at Faces, or 
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© Of their Religion, Chap: Y, 
Cuſtoms, or Ceremonies, he'ſtes every 
day, as atithoſe he hears of in places 
far diſtant, 'and perhaps by 'partial re' 
Htions, and-comes to fee' late im; his 
life; and after he has a= Jr 'poſ- 
feft by patflion'. or prejndice againſt 
tlem. However it is, Relipion may 
poſſibly do more good in other places, 
but it does leſs hurt here; And where. 
ever' the invifible effets of it. are the 
Yeateſt and moſt advantapeous, Tam 
Tere, the viſibleare ſo in' this Coun. 


 #rp5 by thecontinual and undiſturbed 


"Civil Peace of their Government for ſo 
T6658 a courſeof years; And'by ſo migh- 
thereaſe of their people, 'wherein 
will appear 'to'conſiſt chiefly the vaſt 


Ihr of their Trade and Riches, and 
Bs | 


nſ&quently the ftrength and greatneſs 
of their State. a7 
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*"T IS, evident to thoſe, who have 
| read the moſt, and travel'd far- 
thett, , that .no Country. can be found 
either 1n this preſent Age, or upon Re- 
card of any .Story , where. ſo vaſt a 
Trade has _ managed, as inthe nar- 
row coirpaſs. of .the Four aaritios 
Provinces of this Commonwealth; Nay; 
it is generally eſteemed, that they have 
more Shipping belongs rg them, than 
there does. to all the reft of Europe. 
Yet they haye no Native Commodi- 
ties towards the Building or Rigging of 
the ſmalleſt Veſſel ; Their Flax, Hemp, 
Pitch, Wood, and Iron, coming all from 
abroad , as Wool, dogs for cloathing 
their Men,., and Corn for feeding ther, 
Nor. do I kgow. any thing properly of 
their own growth, that is contiderable 
either for their own neceffary uſe;. or 
for. Traffick with their Neighbours: 


belides. Butter z Cheeſe, and Earthen 
OE 7 IF + |: * m_ 


Of their Trade. Chap. VI: 
Wares. For Havens, they 'have not 
any good upon their whole Coaſt : 
The beſt are Helverfluys, which has no 
Trade at all 3 and. Fluſingne, which has 
little,in compariſon of other Towns in 
Holland : But Amfterdam, that trium phs 
in the ſpoils of Li-bo» and Antwerp, 
(which before engroſt the greateſt 
Trade of Europe and the ladies, ſeems 
to be the moſt incommodious Haven 
they have, being ſeated uppn ſo ſhal- 
low Waters, that ordinary Ships cannot 
come up to it without the advantage 
of Tides; Nor great ones without 
unlading. The entrance of the Teſel, 
and paſſage over the Zrader-Sea, is 
more dangerous than a Voyage from 
thence to Spain, lying all in blind 
and narrow Channels ; ſo that it eaſily 
appears, that 'tis not an Haven that 
draws Trade, but Trade that fills an 

Haven, and brings it in vogue. Nor 

has Holand grown rich by any Native 
_ Commodities, but by force of Induſtry ; 
By improvement and manufafture of 
all Foreign growths; By being the 
general Magazine of i and fur- 
aiſhiog all parts with whatever the 
Market wants or invites ; And by their 
Sca-men, being as they have a wa 
ccn 
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been call'd, the common Carriers of the 
TIL 8 
. Since the ground of Trade cannot 
be deduced from Havens, ; or Native 
Commodities, (as may well be conclu- 
ded from the ſurvey of Holand, which 
pos the leaſt and the. worſt; and of 
Ireland, which has the moſt and the 
beſt, of both.,;) it; were not amiſs ro 
conſider , from what other ſource it 
may be tnore naturally -and certainly 
derived :, For if we talk of Induſtry; 
we are ftill as mniuch to ſeek, what ir 
is that makes , people. induſtrious itt 


one Countty; and idle in another, . . I 


conceive the true original and groutid 


of Trads, to be, great multitude of 


people crowded into ſmall compaſs of 


Land, whereby all things neceſſary ro 
lifs become: dear, and all Men, who 
have poſſeſſions, - are induced. to Par- 
ſimony ; but thofe who have none, 


are forced to induſtry .and labour, or 
Elſe to want.. . Bodies that are vigorous, 
fall ro labour,; Such as are not, ſupply 
that defeCt by ſome ſort. of. Inventions 


or Ingenuity. Theſe Cuſtoms ariſe firft 
from Necefficy, but -encreaſe by Imitas 
to, and grow in rie.ts be habirual 
in a C6untry 5 116 (ma they "wy 
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rally break out 1nto Trade, both becauſe, 


-whatever they want of their 'own, thar 
is neceſſary to ſo many Mens Lives,muſt 
be ſupply'd from abroad; and becauſe, 
by the multitude of people ; and {mal- 
neſs of Country, Land grows 1o deat, 
that the Improvement of Money, that 
way, 1s inconfiderable, and ſo turns to 
Sea, where the greatneſs of the Profit 
makes amends tor the Veature. 

This cannot be better illuſtrated; 
than by its contrary, which appears 
no where more thanin Ire/and;Where, 
by the largeneſs and. plenty of the 
Soil, and ſcarcity of People, all things 
neceſlary to Life are ſo cheap, that an 
induſtrious Man, by two days labour, 
may. gain enough to feed him the reſt 
of the week; Which I take to be a 
very plain ground of the lazineſs at 
tributed to the People : For Men na- 
turally prefer Eaſe before Labour, and 
will not take pains, if they can live 
idle; though, when, by neceflity, they 
have been inured to it, they cannot 
leave it, being grown a cuſtom necel- 
Jary to their Health, and to their very 
Entertainment ; Nor perhaps. is the 


Ee hange harder, from conſtant aſs! 
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Labour, than from conſtant Labour to 
Eaſs. 

This account - of the Original of 
Trade, agrees with the experience of 
all Ages, and with the Conſtitutions 
of all places, where 'it has moſt flou- 
riſhed in the World, as Tyre, Carthage, 


Athens, Syracuſe, Aerigentum, Rhodes, 
Venice, Holland; and will be 1o- obvi- 


ous to every Man, that knows and'con- 


 fadets the ſcituation, the extent, and 


the nature, of all thoſe Countries, that 
it will need no enlargement Upgn the 
(Ions: 

By theſe Examples, which are all of 
Commonwealths, and by the decay, Or 
diſſolution, of Trade; in the Six firſt, 
whet they came” ts: be conquered, or 
ſubjeMed to Arbitrary Dominions, it 
might” be: concluded , that. there is 
ſomething, in that form of Government, 
proper and natural to Trade, in a more 
peculiar manner. But the height it ar- 
rived to at Bruges and Antwerp, under 
their Princes, for four or five deſcents 
of the Houſe of Burgundy, and two'of 
Auſtria , ſhews, it may thrive under 


good Princes and Legal Monarchies, as 


well 25 under Free States. Under Ar- 


bitrary and Tyrannical Power, 1c mult 
"TY of 
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of necellity decay. and diſſolve, be. 
cauſe 'this empties a Country of Peo- 
ple, whereas tlie others fill it ; This 
extinguiſhes Induſtry,” whilff Men are 
in doubt of enjoying themſelves what 
they: get, or leaving it to. their Chil- 
dren,; The others encourage it, by -ſe- 
ouring Men of both : One fillsa, Coun- 
try with Soldiers, and the other with 
Merchants; Who were never yet 
known to live well together, becauſe 
they cannot truſt one another : And as 
Trade cannot live without, mutual eruſt 
among private Men ; ſoit cannot grow, 
or. thrive, to any great degree, without 
a confidence both of publick and privats 
ſafety, and conſequently a, traſt xn. the 
Government ,' from- an; opinion of its 
Strength, Wiſdom;and Juſtice ; + Whiclt 
muſt;be grounded either upon the Per< 
ſonal Virtues and Qualities of a Prince, 
or elſe upon the Conſtitutions and. Or- 
ders of. a. State: + 5:; * 

+ It appears to every. Mans eye who. 
hath travelld Holand, and obſerved 
the number and vicinity of their great 
and: populous * Towns ard Villages, 
with the prodigious improvement of 
almoſt eyery ſpot: of ground: in the 
Country , and tho great multitudes 
"Hg TW 1” conſtantly 
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conſtantly emaploy'd in their Shipping 
abroad, and their Boats at home, That 


no other known Country in the 


World, -of the ſame extent, holds any 
proportion with-this .1in numbers of 
Peoplez And if that be the great 
foundation of Trade, the beſt account 
thar can be' given of theirs, will be, 
by conſidering the Cauſes and Acci- 
dents, that have ſerved to force or in- 
vite fo vaſt a confluence of People in- 
to their Country. In the firſt rank 
may be placed, the Civil-Wars, Cala- 
mities, Perſecutions, Oppreſſions, or 
Difcontents, that have been {ſo fatal to 
moſt of their Neighbours, for ſome 
time hefore as well as ſince their State 
began. _ 

The Perſecutions for matter of Re- 
Iigion, in Germany under Charles the 
Fifth, ia Fraxce under Henry the Se- 
cond, and in Erg/and under Queen 


Mary, forced great numbers of People 


out of all thoſe Countrys, to {helcer 
themſelves in the ſeveral Towns of the 


Seventeen Provinces, where the ancient 


alerts of the Country, and Privi- 
edpes of the Cities, bad been invio- 
ate under {o long a ſucce(ſon of Prin- 
c£5, _and- gave protection to theſe op- 

P 4 preſſed 
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preſſed ſtrangers, who 611d their Cities 
both with People and Trade, and rai- 
fed Antwerp to ſuch an heigth and re; 
nown , as continued till the Duke of 
Alva's afrival ih © the Low-Countrys. 
The fright of this Man, and the Or- 
ders he brought , and Armies to exe- 
cute them, ' began to' ſcatter the 'Flock 


_ of People that for fome rirhe had been 


neſted there 3'So as,in very few Months, 
above: a Hundred Thouſand: Families 
removed out. of the Covntry: But 
when the Seven Provinces Efited, and 
began to _— themſelves with fac: 
ceſs, under the :condutt of ,the Prince 
of Oranze; and the countenance ' of 
Exglana and Fraice,” and the Perſecu: 
tions for Religion began 1 to.grow ſharp 
in the Spaniſh Provinces, all the Profeſy 
ſors of the Reformed Religion, and 
haters of the Spaniſh Dominzon, retir'd 
:nto the ſtrong Cities of this Comma: 
wealth, and gave the ſame date. to the 
growth of Trade there, and the decay 
of it at' Antwerp. © | © 
The. long Civil. Wars, * at firſt of 
Frante, then, of Germiuzy, and laftly of 
Exgland, ſerved to encreaſe the ſwarm 
in - this Country, not only 'þy ſuch as 
were py at home, bur* great 
bo oe Rs nunbers: 


( 
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numbers of peaceable Men, 'who came 
here to ſeek for quiet in their Lives, 
and ſafety in ' their Poſſeſſions. or 
Trades 3” Like thoſe Birds that upon 
the 'approach of a rough Winter-lea- 
ſon,leave the Countrys where they were 
born and bred, flye away to ſome kinder 
and ſofter Climate, and never return 
rill the Frofts are palt, and the Winds 
are Jaid at home. * peu 

The invitation theſe People had, to 
fix rather in H/4z4 than'in many bet. 
fer Countrys, ſeems to have' been, af 
firſt, the great ſtrength of their Towns, 
which by their Maritime Scituation, 
and the I" flatneſs of their* Country, 
can with their Sluces overflow all the 
ground about them ar ſuch diſtances; 
as to become inacceſſible to any Land- 
Forces. And this natural ftrength has 
been improv'd;, "eſpecially at Amſter- 
dam, by all the Art and .Expence that 
could any ways contribute towards the 
defenice of the 'place; 

Next, was the Conſtitution of. their 
Government , by which, neither the 
States-General, nor the Prince, have any 
power to invade any Man's Perſon or 
Property within the precinCts of their 
Fs. Nor could it : be fear'd that the 
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Senate of any Town ſhould confpire to 
any ſuch violence nor if they did, 

could they poſſibly execute it, havin 
no Soldiers in their pay,and the Burgers 
only being employ'd in. the, defence of 
their Towns, and execution of all Civil 
Juſtice among them. | 
| Theſe Circumſtances gave fo great a 
credit to the Bank of Amſterdam ; . And 
that was another invitation for People 
to come, - and lodge here what part of 
their Money they could tranſport, and 
knew no way of ſeeuring at home, 
Nor did thoſe People only lodge Mo- 
neys here, who came. over into the 
Country g. but many more, who never 
left their.own ; Though they provided 
for a retreat, -or againſt a Horm, and 
thought no place-fo ſecure as this, nor 
from whence they might fo eaſily draw 
their Money, into. any parts of the 
World. POT INE i | 
Another Circumſtance, was, the ge- 
neral Liberty and Eaſe, not only in 
point of Conſcience, but all others 
that ſerve to the commodiouſneſs and 
gh of life ; Every Man following 
his own, way, minding his own buli- 
neſs, and little enquiring into other 
Mens ;: Which, I ſuppoſe, happen'd by 
0 
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ſo great a concourſe of people: of ſe 
veral Nations, different Religions and 
Cuſtoms,asleft nothing ſtrangeor new ; 
And: by the general humour, bent all 
upon Induſtry:, whereas Curiolity is 
only proper to idle. Men. | 
Beſides, it has ever: been: the great 
Principleof their State, running through 
all their Provincesand Cicies,even with 
emulation, to make their Country the 
common refuge of all miſerable Men ; 
From whole protection, hardly any Al- 
liance, Treaties, or Fntereſts, have-e- 
ver been able to divert ar'remove them. 
So as, during: the- great dependence 
this State had upon Fraxce, inthe time 
of Henry the Fourth,all: the Perſons dif 
rraced at that Court or baniſht that 
Country, made this their common Re- 
treat ; | Nor could the State ever be 
prevail'd with, by any- inſtances of the 
French Amballadors, torefuſe them the 
uſe and liberty of common' lifgandiair, 
under the: protection of their Govern- 
pe NS 2: hat 
 Fhis firmneſs: inthe State, has been 
one of the circumftances, that has in- 
vited ſo.many unhappy Men out of all 
their Neighbourhood, and indeedfrom- 
moſt:parts.of Exrope, to: ſhelter therg- 
TREBB 4265 OP | ſelves 
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felves from the blows of Juſtice, or of 
Fortune. Nor indeed does any Coun- 
try {cem fo proper to. be made uſe of 

vpon ſuch occaſions, not only in.reſpe&t 
of ſafety, but. as a place that. holds {o 
conſtant and eafie. correſpondencies 
with all parts of the Worldz And whi- 
ther any Man may draw whatever Mo- 
pey he has at his diſpoſal in any other 
placez Where neither Riches expoſe 
Men to. danger, . nor Poverty to con- 
tempt3 But onthe contrary , where 
Par{zmony 1s honourable, whether it be 
neceſlary or no-3. and he that is forced 
by--his Fortune. to live low, may here 
alone-live in faſhion, and upon. equal 
terms (in appearance.abroad), with the 
_ ehiefeſt of -their Miniſters, and richeſt 
of their Merchants: Nor 1s it eaſily 
wagin'd,how great an effect this Con. 
ſtitutionamong them, may,in courſe of 
time have had-upon the encreaſe both of 
their People and their Trade. Þ 

-::As. the two firſt invitations of Peo.- 
ple into this Country, were the 
ftrength of their Towns , 'and nature 
of: their Government 3 So, two others. 
haye.grown with the courſe: of time, 
and:progreſs of their Riches and Po- 
wer: Ong 15. the Reputation of their 
ICS: | Govern- 
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Government, -riſing from the obſer- 


vation of the Succeſs of their Arms, the. 


Prudence of their Negetiations, the 
Steddineſs of their Counſels, ' the Con- 
ſtancy of their Peace and Quiet at home, 
and the Confiderarion they hereby arri- 
ved at among the Princes and States of 


Chriſtendom. From all theſe, Men 


crew t0.a general opinion of the Wiſ- 
dom and Conduct of their State ;- and 
of 1ts being eftabliſht uponFaundations, 
that could not .be ſhaken by any com- 
mon. Accidents, nor conſequently in 
danger of any great or ſudden Revo- 
lutions;- And this is a mighty induce- 
. ment to induſtrious People to comeand 
1nhabit a Country, who ſeek not only 
ſafety under Laws from Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion, but likewiſe under the 
ſtrength and good conduct of a State, 
from the violence of Foreign Invaſions, 
or of Civil Commotions. 

The other, is, the great Beauty of 
their Country (forced in time, and by 


. the improvements of Induſtry,in ſpighr - 


of Nature, ) which draws every day 
ſuch numbers of curious and idle per- 
ſons to ſee their Provinces, though not 
to inhabit them. And. indeed therr 
Country is a much better __ 
can 
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than a Wife; and where for perſons 
who are well at home; would be content. 
to live ; but where none that have time 
and Money ro ſpare, would not for 
once be willing to travel ; And as Eng 
land ſhews, in the beauty of the Coun- 
try, .what Nature can arrive at 3 fo 
does Holand, in the number, greatneſs, 
and beauty of their Towns, whatever 
Art can bring to paſs, . But theſe and 
many other matters of Speculation a- 
mong tliem, filling the Obſervations of 
all common Travellers, ſhall miake no 
part of mine, whoſe deſign is rather to 
diſcover the Cauſes of their Trade and 
Riches, than to relate the Effefts. | 
" Yet it may be noted hereupon, as a 
piece of wiſdom in ariy Kingdom or 
State, by the Magnificence of Courts, 
or of Publick StruQtures ; By encou- 
raging beauty in private Buildings, and 
the adornment of Towns with plea- 
fant and regular plantations of Trees ; 
By the celebration of ſore. Noble Fe- 
ftivals or Solemniries ; By the inſtitu- 
tion of ſome great Marts or Fairs ; and. 
by the contrivance of any extraordi- 
nary and renowned Spettacles, to/ in- 
vite and occation, as much and as of- 
ten 5s. caty be; the concoutſe of buiſie 
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or idle People from the neighbouring 
or remoter Nations, whoſe very pal- 
ſage and intercourſe is a great encreaſe 
of Wealth and of Trade, and a ſecret 
incentive of People to inhabit a Coun- 
try, where Men may meet with equal 
advantages,and more entertainments of 
life, than in other places. Such were 
the O!yzpick and other Games among 
the Greczans 5; Such the Triumphyg, 
Trophees, and Secular Plays of old 
Rome, as well as the SpeCtacles exhi- 
bired afterwards by the Emperors, 
with ſuch ſtupendous effets of Art 
and Expence, for courting or enter- 
taining the People ; Such the Jubt- 
lees of new Rome ; The Juſts and Four- 
naments formerly uſed in moſt of the 
Courts of Chriſtendom 3 The Feſtivals 
of the more celebrated Orders ofKnight- 
hood 3 And in particular Towns, the 
Carnavals and Faires ; the Kirmeſhes, 
which run through all the Cities of the 
Netherlands, and in ſome of them,with 
a great deal of Pageantry, as well as 
Traffick, being equal baits of Pleaſure 
and of Gain. 

- Having rhus diſcover'd, what has 
laid the great Foundations of their 
Trade, by the multitude of their People, 
which 
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which has planted and habituated In- 


_duſtry among them, and, by that, all 


ſorts of ManufaCture z As well as Par- 


< imony, and therebv general Wealth : 


'T ſhall enumerate very briefly, ſome 
_ Other Circumſtances, thar ſeem, next 
-to theſe, the chief Advancers and En- 


couragers of Trade in their Coun- 


tr 

Low Intereſt, and dearneſs of Land, 
are effe&ts of the multitude of People, 
.and cauſe ſo, much Money toslye ready 
for all Proje&s, by which gain may be 
expected, 'as the cutting of Canals, ma- 
king. Bridges and Cawſies, levelling 
Downs, and draining Marſhes, beſides 
all new eſſays at Foreign Trade, which 
are propoſed with any probability of 
advantage. . 

. The uſe of their Banks, which ſecures 
Money, and makes all Payments eaſie, 
and Trade quick. _ 

The Sale by Regiſtry, which was 
introduced here and in Flazders in the 
time of. Charles the Fifth, and - makes 
all Purchaſes ſafe. 

The Severity of Juſtice, not oaly 
againſt all Thefts, but all, Cheats, and 
Covnreridha of any .Publick Bills, 


(which is capital among them,) and 
even 


? 
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even againft all common Beggars, who 
are diſpoſed of either into Work 
houſes, or Hoſpitals, as they are = 
or -unable. to labour, . : 

' The Convoys of Merchant-Fleets i in- 
to all parts, even in time of Peace,: bur 
eſpecially into. the Srreights ; ;: which 
give their Trade Security againſt many 
unexpetted Accidents, and their-Nations 
Credit abroad, and breeds up Sea-mon 
for their Ships of War.. 

The. lowneſs of their Cuſtoms, and 
eaſineſs of paying-them, which, with 
the freedom of their Ports, invite both 
Strangers and Natives to.bring Commo- 
ditics hither, not only as to a Market, 
but asto a. Magazine; where they. lodge 
fill they are invited abuodd! to other and 
better Markets.  , 

- Order and ExaCtneſs in managing 
their Trade, which brings their Com- 
modities in Credit abroad. -. This was 
firſt introduced by ſevere Laws and Pe- 
nalties, :but is lince- grown into Cu- 
ſtom. . Thus there have been. above 
Thirty ſeveral Placarts about the man, 
ner of curing, pickling, and barrelling, 
Herrings. Thus all Arms made at. De 
trecht are, forfeited , * if; ſold without 
mark; or marked without Trial. AndE 
M obſerved 


Of their Trade, Chap. Vi, 


obſerved in their T-d4iax- Houſe, that all 
the pieces of Scarlet, which are ſent in 
great quantities tothole parts; are mark- 
ed with the Engliſh Arms, and Inſcrip- 
tions in Engliſh ; by which they main- 
tain the credit gain'd to that Commo- 


dity, by our former Trade to parts," 


where *tis now loſt or decay'd. 
The: Government manag'd either by 
Mea that Trade, or whoſe Families have 
riſen by it, or who have themſelves ſome 
Intereſt going in other Mens Traffique, 
or, who ate born and bred in Towns, 
the Soul and Being whereof conſiſts 
wholly in Trade, which makes ſure of 
all favour, that, from- time to time, 
grows neceſſary, and can be given it by 
the Government. : 
The cuſtom of every Towns affeQ- 
ing ſome particular Commerce or Sta- 
ple, valuingit ſelf thereupon, and ſo 
improving it to the greateſt height, as 
Fluſingue, by that of the Weſt-Indies ; 
Midaleburgb, of Frefich-Wines ; Terveer, 
by the Scotch Staple; Dore , by the 
Engliſh Staple and RheniſhWines ; Rot- 
zerdam, by the Engliſh and ScotchTrade 
at large, and by French Wines; Leyades, 
by the Manufatture of all forts of 
Stuffs, Silk, Hair, Gold -and —— 
| aer- 
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Haerlem, by Linen 5 Mixt-Stufts; and 
Flowers; Delf, by Beer, and Dutch- 


Purcelanez Surdam, by : the built of 


Ships ; Enchuſyen and Mazlandſluys , 


by Herring-Fiſhing ;: Frie=/and, by the 
Greenland-Trade ; and Amſterdam, by 
that of the Eaſt-1ndes, Spain, and the 
Stretghts. 2465: . | xi j_ 
+ The great application of the whole 
Province: :to the Fiſhing-Trade, upon 


the, Coaſts of Ezg1azd, and : Scotland, 


which employs an.intredible number of 
Ships and Sea-men;: and ſupplies moſt 
of the Southern parts of Esrope with a 
rich and neceſſary Commodity., «: 

; The laſt, T ſhall mention; is, the 


mighty advance they, have made td- 
wards engroſling the:whole.Commerce 


of the Eeft-Tnazes, : by their Succeſles 


againſt: the Portugneſſes, * and by their 
many :Wars and Victories againſt rhe 
Natives , : whereby. they. have forced 
them to Treaties of Commerce, . ex- 
cluſive to-all. other. Nations, : and to the 
admiſtion. of . Forts to be bui't upan 
Streights and Paſſes, thar command the 
 Entrances, into the Traffck .af ſuch 


places. .: This Is: been, atchieved by 
ehe.multityde of their People and. Ma- 
riners; that has been.able to fyrniih 

joy 2 every 
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every year fo many great Ships for 
fuch Voyages, and to ſupply the loſs of 
ſo many Lives, as the changes of Cli- 
mate have coſt, before they learnt the 
method of living 10 them : By the vaft- 
neſs of the Stock that has been turn'd 
wholly to that Trade ;\- \And by the 
conduct and application of the Eaft- 
Indy Company, who have managed it 
like a Commonwealth, . rather than a 

Trade ; And thereby raifed a State in 
the ſzaies , governed indeed by the 
Orders of the Company , . but other- 
wiſe appearing to thofe'Nations like a 
Sovereign State, making War and Peace 
with their greateſt Kings, .and able to 
bring to Sea Forty or Fifty Men of 
War, and Thirty thouſand Men at Land; 
by the modeſteft computations. The 
Stock of this Trade, - :beſides what it 
turns to in France, Spain, Italy, the 
Streights, and Germany, makes them fo 
great Maſters in the Trade of the Nor- 


thern parts of Exrope>as Muſccpy,. Po- 
land, Pomerania, and alkthe Baltzque 5 


where the Spices, that ar&an Iuaian 
Drug, and Exropean Luxury, .command 
all the Commodities of thoſe Coun- 
tries, whichare ſo neceſſary to Life, as 
their Corn 3 and to Navigation, as 

| ” Hewp, 
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Hemp-,; -Pitch , Maſts, -Planks, and 
Iron. ... 
Thus the Trade of this Country is 
diſcoyered: to be' no effeft:of common 
contrivances, - of natural diſpoſitions or 
ſituations, or of trivial accidents ; But 
of a great. concurrence, of. Circum: 
ſtances ,. along courſe of Time, force 
of Orders and Method , which never 
before met iq the World to ſach: a de- 
gree, or with ſo prodigious a Succels, 
and-perhaps never will again. Having 
grown- (to fam up all,) from the ſci; 
tuation of: :their Country ,' extended 
upon. the Sea, divided by two ſuch 


Rivers as the Ryze and the Fen 


with the Vicinity of the Ems, Weſer, 
and 'Elve ; From the confluence of 
peopk out of. Flanders” , England, 
Fraxce, and Germany, invited 'by the 
Strength of their Towns, and by the 
Conſtitutions and Credit. of ho Go- 
vernment ; by the Liberty of Conſci- 
eiice, -and ſecurity of Lite and Goods, 
{;fubjetted only to conſtant Laws; ) 
From general Induftry and Parſimony, 
occaſioned by the multitude of People, 
and. ſmalneſs of Country; From 
cheapneſs. and” ealineſs.of Carriage by 
convenience of Canals; From low Uſe, 
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and dearneſfof Land, which turn'/Mo. 
ney to Trade ; the Inſtitution of Banks; 
Sale by Regiſtry ; Care of - Convoys ; 
Smalneſs of Cuſtoms;Freedom of Ports; 
Order in Trade ; Tntereft of :Perſons in 
the Government ;' particular 'Traffick 
affeQed ro particular places ; *Applica: 
tion to the Fiſhery; and Acquiſitions 
12 the Eafe Indies: + a SARSSTE 

©:.Itis' no conſtant Rule, That Trade 


makes Riches * for there' may be a 


Trade, that impoveriſhes a Nation :. As 
is not-going ' often to Market, ! that 
enriches the 'Country-man ; *but, 'on 
the contrary, if, every time he comes 
there, he buys ro a greater value than 
he ſells, he grows the: poorer, * the off- 
fier he goes 2 But, the only and cer- 
tain Scale of Riches, ariſing from Trade, 
in a Nation, 1s the proportion of what 


1s exported for the Conſumption of 


others," to what is imported for their 
oo ED >» | oe REY 

| The. true ground of this proportion 
lies 'in the general 'Induſtry- and Par- 


fimony ot a People, Or 1n;the contrary 


of both.'': Induſtry encreaſes the Nz- 
tive Commodity, either inthe produ& 
of the Soil, -or tte Manufaftures- of 
the Country., which raifes ——__ 
uh ; "Þ--# 1-4 Eo @ 
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for. Exportation,  .Parfimony leſſens the 
conſumption of their own, as well as 
of Foreign, Commodities '; and not; 
only abates the Importation by the laſt, * 
but encreaſes the Exportation by the 
firſt; for, of all Native Commadities, 
the' leſs is - conſumed in a Country , 
the more is exported abroad ; there 
being no Coinmadity, bur, at, one price 
or: other, will: fiod a Market, whieh 
they will be. Maſters of, who can at+ 
ford it cheapeſt; : Such, are always the 
moſt induſtrious. and. parſimonious Peo- 
ple, who can thrive by Prices,” upon 
which, the Lazy. and Expenſive cannorg 
live, & offa Ns 
The vulgar miſtake, [ELhat Importa- 
tion, of Foreign Wafes, if purchaſed 
abroad with Native Commodities, and 
not; 'with. Money, : does not make a Na- 
| tion poorer, 1s but what eyery Man, 
that gives himſelf leiſure to.chink, muſt 
immediately reCtifie, by finding out, 
that, : upon, the end of an Account be- 
tween. a Nation, and all they deal 
with abroad, whatever the Exporta- 
tion wants in'value, to balance.that. of 
the', Importation, mult of negeflity be 
made _up with ready Money. p 
-_ By this. we find out.the Foundation 
os 2 Los | Q 4. , of 
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of the Riches of Holand, as of cheir 
Trade by the Circumſtances already re- 
hearſed.: For never any Country tra- 


ded ſo much, and confumed fo little : 


They: buy infinitely ,' ' bur *ris + to {ell 
again, either upon improvement of the 
Commodity, or at a better Markets 


They 'are- the great Maſters of the {n> 


aian Spices, -and-of the 'Perſian Silks; 
brit wear plain Woollen,. and feed ups 
on their own Fifh and Roots. -* Nay 
they ſell the fineſt of their own Cloth 
to France, and buy coarſe out of Exg<- 
hizd for their own wear. 'They ſend 
abroad the beſt of their own Butter, 
into all parts, and buy the cheapeſt out 
of. Ireland, :or the North of Exg1azd; for 
their-own uſe. In ſhort, they furniſh 
infinite Luxury, which they never-pras 
Giſe5 and traffique- in Pleaſu rs, which 
they never taſte. > - 

The Gentlemen and. Officers of: this 
Army: change their Cloaths aad?their 
Modes like their Neighbours. .'' Butas 


mong the. whole tody. of the 'Civit 


Magittrates, the Merchanrs, the rich 


Traders; and Citizens:iti perieral, the: 
Faſhions continue fill the Tame; ; "And: 


others, as conſtant atnong the'Sea-men' 


and Boors ; So. that - Men leave: off: 
HE FE : 10 bo "_e" 
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their Clothes , only, becauſe they are 
worn out, and not aule they are out 
of Faſhion. 

Their great Forezgn -a'Conſornptich IS 
French: Wine and Brundy ; - But thar may 
be allow'd them, as the ofly Rewar 
they enjoy of all their pains, _ 
that alone, which makes them rich and 
happy i their voluntaty Poverty, who 


ould etherwiſe ſeern poor andwretcli- 


ed intheirreal Wealth. Beſides, what 
they ſpen@in Wine, they fave in Cott 
to makeorher Drinks, which is bouplit 
from Foreign parts.''' And fponapreſ- 
ſure of their Rfairs, - we Tee now for 
two years rogether, they have: dettied. 
them{e}ves even this Comfort, 'artic 
4ll their Sorrows, 'and mite-up in pa 
fiveFortitude, whatever they' have wants 
ed drop iy : . 
as it happens, that much gom 
conſtatitly ak cit tn nach gol 
or” '-1n. the Labor of Seataring- meil 5 
_ and little 'coming + to be confumed 
at 'homie; - rhe reſt” returns in Coin, 
and fills the Contry #o that, dex 
that more Silver is' ſeen in. Fan, 
_ among the common Hands and Pirfes, 
than Braſs either in Spaix or in France ; 
Though 'one > be. Cle rich in the - beſt 
fe Nan 
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Native Commodities, and the other 
drain all the Treaſuries of the Weſt. 
Indies. 

- By all "this account of their Trade 
and Riches, . it will appear, That ſome 
of our Maxims are not ſo certain, as 
they are current, in our common. Po- 
liticks. As firſt, That Example and 
Encouragement v f Exceſs and Luxury, 
if .employ'd in the conſumption of 
Native oy pena is of ER: 


caey ©. a ww +4 


hat _—_ in Native will — Ar in 
Pretes Commodities ; And- thqugh 
the Example ariſe among idle Perſons, 
yet t the Imitation. will. run into all De- 
prees, even of thoſe Men'by whoſe In- 
duftry the Natiqn ſubſiſts. And beſides, 
the more of our own we ſpend , "the 
leſs we ſhall have. to ſend, abroad and 
ſo. it. will come-to Paſs that while we 
drive a vaſt. Trade, : yet, by. buying 
much more than we ſell, we ſhall ' 
come to be poor 2. : Whereas. when. we 
*% drove 
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drove. a very ſmall Traffique abroad, 
_ Fet'by ſelling ſo much 'more, than we 
bought, we were very rich in propor- 
tion to our Neighbours. This appear'd 
in' Edward the Third's time, when we 
maintain'd ſomighty Wars in Frazce, 
and carried *our victorious Arms into 
the heart of Spain ;'' Whereas, in the 
28th Year of that King's Reign, the 
Value, 'and Cuſtom, of all our Ex- 
Ported Commodities,” amounted 'to 


294194]. —17 5, —24. And. that of 


Imported,but to 38970/.— 03 s.— 064. 
$9, as there mult haveenter*d'that Year 
1hto the Kingdom in Coin, or Bullion, 
(or elle have grown a Debt to the Na- 
tion) 2552141.—135.—08 4. And yet 
we then' carry'd out our Wools un- 
-wrought, and brought 1in' a great part 
of our Cloaths from Flanders, © 

- Anothet common Maxim is, Fhat if, 
by any Foreign Invaſion, or Servitude, 
the State, and corſequently'the Trade, 
of Holland, ſhould be"ruin'd, the laft 
would of cotirſe 'fall- to our ſhare in 
Enzland,”* Which is no- conſequence: 
For it would: certainly*break into ſ{e- 
veral pieces, and ſhift, either to us, to 
Flanders , to the Hans-Towns, or any 
obher parts, according as the moſt of 


thoſe 
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thoſe circumſtances ſhould any where 


concur to. invite. it, ( and the; likeſt to 
ſuch, as appear-to have. formerly 
drawn it into Holland, by ſo mighty 
2 confluence of People, - and ſo gene- 
ral a yein of Induſtry and Parſimony 
among them. And whoever pretends 
£0 equal their growth in. Trade and 
Riches, by other ways than ſuch as 
are already' enumerated, will prove, 1 
doubt, either to deceive, or to, be de- 
A third-is, Fhat if that State were 
reduced to great Extremities, 1o as to 
become a. Province. to. ſome greater 
Power, they would chuſe our Subje- 
£tion rather. than any other ;- or choſe, 
at leaſt, that. are, the Maritime, and 
the richeſt of. the Provinces. But it 
will be more reaſonably concluded, 
from all the former Diſcourſes, That 
though they may be divided by ab- 
folute Conqueſts, - they, will never di- 
wjde themſelves by:confept, but all fall 
c.ne.way,.and, by common. Agreement, 
make the beſt Terms theyjcan for their 
Country, as. a- Province, !-if not as a 
State: And ;before they come to ſuch 


4 wt 


anextremity; they wilhfixft ſeek to be 


admitted, a5 a Belgick-Gircle, 1n the 


Empire, 
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Empire (which they were of old ;) and 
thereby receive the proteCtion of that 
Mighty Body, which (as far as great 
and ſmaller things may be: compar'd) 
ſeems the likeſt rheir own State in-1ts 
main Conſtitutions,but efpecially in the 
Freedom or Sovereignty | of the Impe- 
rial Cities. . And this F have often 
heard their Miniſters ſpeak of, as their 
laſt refuge, in caſe of being threatned 
by too ftrong and fatal a Conjun- 
ature | 
And if this ſhould happen , the 
Trade of the Provinces would rather 
be preſerved or encreaſed, than any 
way broken or deſtroy'd by ſuch an 
alteration of their State, becauſe the Lt- 
berties of the Country . would conti- 
nue what they are, and the Security 
would be greater than now it 1s. . 

The laſt I will mention, is of another 
vein ; Thatif the Prince of Orange were 
madeSovereign of their Country,though 
by Foreign Arms, he would be a great 
Prince, becauſe this now appears to 
be ſo great a State. Whereas, on the 
contrary, thoſe Provinces would ſoo 
become a very mean Country. For 
ſuch a Power muſt be maintain'd by 
force, as it would be acquir'd, and as 

| indeed 
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indeed all abſolute Dominion muſt be 
in:ithoſe Provinces, This would raiſe 
general Diſtontents ;. and thoſe,. perpe-+ 
cual Seditionsamong the Towns, which 
would.change the Qrders of the Coun+ 
try,, endanger the Property of Private 
Men, and ſhake the Credits and Safety | 
of the Government 2: Whenever this 
ſhould happen, the-People would ſcat+ 
ter, , Induſtry would faint, Banks would 
difſolve, and Trade would decay to ſuch 
a degree, as probably, in courſe of time; 
their. very Digues would be no longer 
maintained by.the Defences, of .a weak 
People againſt fo. furious an Invader 
but the Sea would break in upon their 
Land; and leave. their. chiefeſt. Cities 
| _ Fiſher-Towns, as they were of 
Old.. " | OSHS, =: hy) 
Without any ſuch great Revoluti- 
ons,. I am of opinion, That Trade has, 
tor ſome years ago, paſt its Meridian, 
and. begun ſenſibly. to decay among 
them 2: Whereof there ſeem to. be ſe» 
veral Cauſes; as firſt, the general 
Application, that ſo many other Nati- 
ons have made to it, within theſe two 
_ or three and twenty years. -For -{ince 
_ the Peace of Muxſter ,. which.reſtored 
the quiet of Chriſtendom in 1648, 
not 
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| not only Szedex and' Denmark, but 


France and England, have more parti- 
cularly, than ever before, buſied the 
Thoughts and Counlſels of their ſeveral 
Governments, as well as the Humours 
of their People, about the matters of 
Trade. In — 
Nor has this happen'd without good 
degrees of Suicce; though Kingdoms 
of ſuch extent, that have other and 
Nobler Foundations of Greatneſs, can- 
not raiſe Trade to ſuch'a pitch as this 
little- State ,, which had no other to 
build upon ; no more'than a Man, who 
has a fair and plentiful Eſtate, can fall 
to Labour and Induſtry; - like one that 


has nothing elſe to truſt to for the 


ſupport of his Life. But however, all 
theſe Nations have come of late to 
ſhare largely with them; and there 


{ſeem to be grown too many Traders - 


for Trade in the World, ſo as they 
cani hardly live one by another. ' As 
in a great populous Village, the firſt 
Grocer, or Mercer, that ſets up amoog 
them, grows preſently rich, having all 
the Cuſtom ; till another, encouraged 
by his ſucceſs, comes to ſet up by him, 
and ſhare in his Gains ; at length ſo 
many fall to the Trade, that nothing ts 
gor 
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got by it; and ſome mult give over, of 
all muſt break. 

. | Not many Ages caſt; Venice and Flo- 
rexce poſleſt all the Trade of Europe ; 
The bg” Yep ManufaQtures 5 But 
the firſt by their Shipping: And the 
whole by of Perſia and the Indies, 
whoſe . Commygdities, - were brought 


(Thoſe by . Land, and Theſe by the 


Arabian-Sea,) .to 'Egppr, from whence 
they were fetcht by the Yenerian Fleets, 
and diſperſed into moſt of the parts of 
Earop: : And in thoſe times we find 


the whole Trade of England was dri- 


yen by Penetians, + lorentines 4 and 
Lombards. The Eafterlings, whowere 
the Inhabitants of the. Hans-Towns, 
as Dantzic, Lubeick, Hambargh, and 
others upan that Coaſt ; , fell next 
jato Trade, and managed all thar of 
theſe Northern parts for many years, 
and brought it firft down to. Brnges, 
and from thence to Antwerp. . The fitit 
Navigations of the Portugueſſes to the 
Eaft-lndies broke the greatneſs of the 
Venetian Trade, and drew it to Lisboz ; 


And the Revolt of the Netherlands, 


that of Antwerp to Holland. ' But in 
all this time, . The other and greater 
Nations of Exurope concern'd a 3: 
ittle 
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little in it 3 Their Trade was Wat ; 
Their Counſels and Enterpriſes were 
buſied in the quarrels of the Holy 
Land, or in thoſe between the Popes 
and the Emperors (both of the ſame 
Forge, engaging all Chriſtian Princes, 
and ending in the greatneſs of the Ec- 
cleſfiaſtical State throughout Chriſten- 
dom :) Sorfietimes in the mighty Wars 
between England and France, between 
Fraice and Spain: The more general, 
between Chriſtian and Turks; Or more 
particular quarrels between leſſer and 


Neighbouring-Princes. In ſhort, whe 


Kingdoms and Principalities were in 
the World like the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen in a Country ; The Frees- 
States arid Cities, like the Merchants 
and Traders: Theſe at firſt. deſpiſed 


by the others ; The others ſerv'd and 


rever'd by them ; till by the variobs 


courſe of Events in the World, ſome 
of theſe came to grow Rich and Pow- 
efful by Induſtry and Parſimony ; And 
ſome of the others, Poor by War and 
by Luxury : Which made the Traders 
begin to take upon them, and carry it 
like Gentlemen ; and the Gentlemen 
| begin fo take a fancy of falling ro 
Trade. By this ſhore account it will 

| R. app-ar 
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appear no wonder, either that particu- 
lar places grew ſo Rich, and ſo Migh- 
ty, while they alone enjoyed almoſt 
the general Trade of the World; nor 
why not only the Trade in H«ol/anad, 
bur the advantage of it in general, 
ſhould ſeem to be leſlen'd by ſo many 
that ſhare it. 

Another cauſe of its decay 1n that 
State, may be, that, by the mighty 
progreſs of their Eaſt-India Company, 
the Commodities of that Country 
are grown more than theſe parts of 
the World can take off; and conſe- 
quently, the Rates of them muſt needs 
be leſſened, while the Charge is en- 
creas'd by the great Wars, the Armies, 
and Forts, neceſſary to maintain, or ex- 
tend, the Acquiſitions of that Company, 
in the {zdies. For, inſtead of Five, or 
Six Eaſt-India Ships,which uſed to make 
the Fleet of the Year, they are now 
riſen to Eighteen or Twenty, ( Ithink 
Two and Twenty came in one Year'to 
the United Provinces.) This is the rea- 
| fon, why the particular perſons of that 
Company in Holand, make not 1o 
great advantage of the ſame Stock, as 
thoſe of ours do in Exgland ; Though 
their Company be very much richer, 

| and 


Chap. VE . Of their Trade. 


and drives a far greater Trade than ours, 
which is exhauſted by no charge of 
Armies, or Forts, or Ships of War : 
And this 1s the reafon, that the Datch 
are foxced. to keep ſo long: and ſo much 
of thoſe Commodities in their Maga- 
Zines here,, and to bring them our, 
_ only as the Markets call for them, or 
are able to. take oft; And why they 
bring ſo much leſs from the [zdies, 
than they were able to do, it there 
were vent. enough. here :. As I remem- 
ber one of their Sea-men, newly land= 
ed out of rheir Eaft-1-d y Fleer, in the 
Year 69, upon diſcourſe in a Boat bes 
tween Def and Leyder, ſaid , he had, 
{cen, before he came away, three heaps 
of Nutmegs burnt at a time, each of 
which, was: more than a {mall Church 
could hold', which he pointed at in a 
Village that was 1n fight. 

Another Cauſe may be, the great 
cheapneſs of Corn, which has been 
for theſe dozen Years, or more, gene- 
ral in all theſe parts of Europe, and. 
which has a very great influence upon 
the. Trade of Holland. For a great 
vent of India» Commodities ( at leaft 
the Spices, whichare the groſs of them) 
uſed tobe made into the Northern 

| R 2 | Parts 


parts of Europe, in exchange for Corn, 
while it was taken off at good rates 
by the Markets of Flanders, England, 
France, Spain, or Italy ; In all which 
Countrys it has of late years gone ſo 
low, as to diſcourage the Import of ſo 
_ quantities, as uſed to come from 
Poland and Pruſſia, and other parts of 
the North. Now the leſs value thoſe 
Nations receive for Corn, the leſs they 
are able to give for: Spice, which is a 
great loſs to the Dutch on both ſides, 
leſſening the vent of their [z4ia» Ware 


in the Northern, and the Traffick of 


Corn in the Southern, parts. The cauſe 
of this great cheapneſs of Corn ſeems 
to'be, not ſo much a courſe of plenti- 
ful and ſeaſonable years, as the gene- 
ral Peace that has been in Ezrope ſince 
the year 59 or 60; by which ſo many 
Men and ſo much Land have been 
turned to Husbandry, that were before 
employ'd in the Wars, or-lay waſted 
by them 1n all the Frontier-Provinces 
of France and Spain,as well as through- 
out Germany, before the Peace of Muzx- 
ſfter ; and in England, during the Adti- 


ons or Conſequences of a Civil War ; 


And Plenty grows not to a height, 


but by the Succeſſion of ſeveral peace-- 


ful 
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full as well as ſeaſonable Years. 
The laſt Clauſe T will mention, is 
the mighty enlargement of the City of 
Amſterdam, by that which is called the 
New Zown; The Extent whereof is- 
ſo ſpacious, and the Buildings of ſo 
much greater Beauty and Colt than | 
the Old, that it muſt have employ'd a 
vaſt proportion of that Stock which 
in this City was before wholly turned 
to Trade. Beſides, there ſeems to have 
been growing on for theſe later years, 
a greater Vie of Luxury and Expence 
among many of the Merchants of that 
Town, than was ever formerly known; 
Which was obſcrved and complained 
of, as well as the enlargement of their 
City, by ſome: of the wileſt of their 
Miniſters, while I reſided among them, 
who deſigned ſome ang) Ag by 
Sumptuary Laws; As knowing the 
very Foundations of their Trade 
would ſoon be undermined, if the ha- 
bitual Induſtry, Parſimony, and Sim- 
plicity of their People, came to be 
over-run by Luxury, Idleneſs, and Ex- 
cels. However it happen'd, I found it 
agreed by all the moſt diligent and cir- 
cumſpect Enquiries I could make, that 
in the years 69 and 70, there was 
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hardly any Foreign Trade among them, 
beſides that of the Inadzes, by which 
the Traders made the returns of their 
Money, without loſs; and none, by 
which the common Gain was above 


Two or Three in the Hundred. So, as 


it ſeems to be with Trade, as with the 
Sea, (irs Element,) that has a certain 
pitch, above which, it never riſes in the 
higheſt Tides; And begins to Ebb, as 


ſoon as ever it ceaſes to Flow ; And 


ever loſes ground in one place, pro- 
portionable to what 1t gains 1n anoq- 


CHAP. 


NO. ——_—_ ww TI —_— * & = 


CHAP. VIL 


Of their FORCES and REVENUES, 


HE Strength, and Forces, of a 
Kingdom, or State, were meaſy- 


| red informer Ages, by the Numbers of 
Native and Warlike Subjects, which 
they could draw into the Field, upon 


any War with their Neighbours. Na- 
tional Quarrels were decided by Na- 


tional Armies, not by Stipendiary For-: 


ces, (raiſed with Money, or maintained 
by conſtant Pay. ) In the ſeveral King- 


_ doms and Principalities of Exrope, the 
| Bodies of their Armies were compo- 


ſed, as they are ſtill in Polazad, of the 
Nobility and Gentry, who were bound 


- to attend their Princes to the Wars, 


with certain numbers of Armed Men, 


accorcing to the tenure and extent of 


the ſeveral Lordſhips, and Lands, they 
held of the Crown : Where theſe: were 
not proportionable to the occaſion, 
the reſt were made up of Subjects 
drawn together by love of their Princ”, 
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or their Country ; By defire of Cony 
queſt and Spoils, or neceſſity of de- | 
fence ; Heid together by Allegiance or | 
Religion ; And Spirited by Honour, | 
Revenge, or Avarice (not of what they | 
could get from their Leaders, but from | 
their Enemies.) A Battel] or two, 
fairly fought, decided a War 3 and a 
War ended the quarrel of an Age, 
and either loſt or gain'd the Cauſe or 
Country contended for : Till the 
change of Times and Accidents brought | 
it toa new deciſion ; Till the Virtues 
and Vices of Princes made them 
{ſtronger or weaker, either in the love 
and Obedience: of their People, or in 
{uch Orders and Cuſtoms as render'd 
their Subjects more or leſs Warlike or 
Etteminate. Standing-Forces or Guards 
1n conſtant pay, were no where uſed 
by lawtul Princes in their Native or 
Hereditary Countrys, but only by 
Conquerors in ſubdued Provinces, or 
Lſurpers at home; And were a de- 
fence only againft Subjects, not againſt 
Enemies. 

Theſe Orders ſeem firſt to have been 
changed in Exrope by the two States 
of Venice and Holland ; Both of them 
{mall in Territories at Land, and thoſe 
| et6n ied 
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extended in Frontier upon powerful 
Neighbours : Both of them weak in 
number of Native Subjects ; and thoſe 
leſs warlike at Land, by turning 1ſo 


much ro Trafick, and to Sea ; But 


both of them mighty in Riches and 
Trade ; Which made them endeavour 
to balance their Neiphbours Rrenath 
in Native SubjeQs, by Foreign Scipen- 
diary Bands; And to defend their 
Frontiers by the Arts of Fortification, 
and ſtrength of places, which might 


draw out a War into length by Sieges, 


when they durit not venture 1t upon 
a Battel; And ſo make it many times 
determine by force of Money, rather 
than of Arms. This forced thoſe Prin- 
ces, who frontier'd upon theſe States 
ro' the ſame proviſions; Which have 
been encreaft by the. perpetual courſe 
of Wars, upon the Continent of Ex- 
rope, ever fince the riſe of this State, 
until the Peace of the Pzrexees, between 
| Princes bordering one upon the other 
and ſo, ready for ſudden Inroads or 
Invaſions. 
The Force therefore of theſe Pro» 


vinces is to be: meaſur'd, not by the 


number or diſpoſitions of their Sub- 
jects, Lut by the ſtrength of their Ship- 
ping 
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ping, and ſtanding-Troops, which they 
conſtantly maintain, even 1n time of 
peace; And by the numbers of both 
which, they have been able to draw 
into the Field, and to Sea, for ſupport 
of a War: By their conſtant Revenue 
to maintain the firſt; And by the tem- 
pora 7 ns they have been able to 
furniſh, for ſupply of the other. 

'Iwill nor enumerate their Frontier 
Towns, (which is a common Theme, ) 
or the Forces neceſſary for the Garri- 
ſons of them. Nor the Nature and va- 
riety of their Taxes and Impoſitions, 
. though I have an exa@q Lift of them 
by me, expreſſing the ſeveral Kinds, 
Rates, and Proportions , upon every 
Province and Town; But this would 
{well a Diſcourſe, with a great deal of 
tedious matter, and to little purpote. 
I ſhall rherefore be content only to 
obſerve, what I have informed myſelf 
of their Forces, and Revenues 1n gene- 
ral, from perſons among them, the belt 
able to give that account. 

The ordinary Revenue of this State, 
conlifts, either itn what 1s levied 1n the 
conquered Towns, and Country of 
Brabant, Þ landers, or the Rhixe s Which 
is W holly adminiftred by the _ 
0 
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of State: Or elſe, the ordinary Fonds, 
which the Seven Provinces provide 
every Year, according to their ſeveral 
proportions, upon the petition of the 
Council of State, and Computation of 
the Charge of the enſuing year, given 
in by them to the States-General. And 
this Revenue commonly amounts to 


About One and twenty Millions of Gil- 


ders a Year; Every Million making 
about Ninety thouſand pounds Sterling, 
intrinſick value. 

The chief Fonds out of which this 
riſes, Is the Exciſe and the Cuſtoms: 
The firſt is great, and ſo general, that 
I have heard it obſerved at Amfterdam, 
Thar, when ina Tavern, acertain Diſh 
of Fiſh is eaten with the uſual Sawce, 
above Thirty ſeveral Exciſes are paid, 
for what is neceſſary to that ſmall Ser- 
vice. The laſt are low and ealie, and 
apphed particularly to the Admiralty. 

Out of this Revenue is ſupplied 
the Charge of the whole Milice, 
of all Publique Officers of the State, 
and Ambaſladors, or Miniſters a- 
broad, and the Intereſt of about 
Thirteen Millions owing. by the States- 
General. | 


| The Standing-Forces ia the Year 70. 


upon 
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upon ſo general a Peace, and after all 
Reformations, were Twenty Six Thou- 
ſand two Hundred Men, in Ten Regi- 
ments of Horſe, conſiſting of Fifty 
Troops ; And Nineteen of Foot, con- 
fiſting of Three Hundred and Eighty 
Companies. The conſtant charge of 
theſe Forces Rood them in Six Millions 
One Hundred and Nineteen Thouſand 
Gilders a year. 

Their Admiralties, in time of Peace, 
maintain between Thirty. and Forty 
Men of War, employ'd in the ſeveral 
Convoys of their Merchants Fleets, in 
a Yquadron of Eight or Ten Ships to 
attend the A4lzerives and other Corſaires 


. 1n the Mediterranean; And ſome al- 


ways lying ready in their Havens for 


. any ſudden accidents or occaſidns of 


the State. The common Expence of 
the Admiralties in this Equipage, and 
the built of Ships, is about ſix Millt- - 
ons a year. 

Beſides the Debt of the Generalty, 
the Province of Hollavd owes about 
Sixty Five Millions, for which they pay 
Intereſt at Four in the Hundred ; Bur 
with ſo great eaſe and exaCtneſs = 
in Principal and Intereſt, that no Ma 
ever demands it twice ; they _— 
Lare 
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take up whatever Money they delired. 
Whoever is admitted to bring in his 
Money, takes it for a great deal of fa- 
vour; And when they pay off any 
part of the Principal, thoſe, it belongs 
to, receive it with Tears, not knowing 
how to diſpoſe of it to Intereſt, with: 
{uch Safety and Eaſe. And the common 
Revenue of particular Men lies much 
in the Cantores, either of the Gene- 
rality, or the ſeveral Provinces, which 
are the Regiſtries of theſe publique 
Debts. 7 0.5 

Of the ſeveral Impoſts, and Exciles, 
thoſe that are upon certain, and immo- 
vable Poſſefltons (as Houſes and Lands) 
are colleCted by the Magiſtrates of the 
ſeveral places, and by them paid in to 
the Receivers, ' becauſe both the num- 
ber and value of -rhem are conſtant, 
and eaſily known. Thoſe which ariſe 
out of uncertain. Conſumptions, are 
all ſet out to Farm3- and to him that 
bids moſt, ſome every three Months, 
ſomeevery ſix, and ſome yearly. 

- The Collection, Receipt, and Diſtri- 
bution of all Publique Montes, are 
made, without any Fee to Officers, 
who receive certain conſtant Salaries 


from the State, which they dare not - 
encreale 
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encreaſe by any private praiſes, or Ex- 
tortions 3 So, whoever has a Bill. of 
any publique Debt, has ſo much -rea- 
dy Money in his Coffers, being paid 
certainly at call , without charge, or 
troublez and afſign'd over in any-pay- 
ment, like the beſt Bill of Exchange. 
 Theextraordinary Revenue 15, when 
upon ſome great occaſions, or Wars, 
the Generality agrees to.any extraor- 
dinary Contributions; As ſometimes 
the Hundredth penny of the Eſtates of 
all the Inhabitants ; Pole, or Chimney- 
ney-money 3 Or any other Subſidies, and 
Payments, according as they can agree, 
and the occaſions I which have 
ſometimes reached 
Impoſitioa upon every Man that -tra- 
vels in the common ways of their Coun- 


try, by Boat, or in a'Coach ; in Wagon, 


or on Horſeback. | 

By all theſe means, in the firſt Year 
of the Engliſh War, in 16653 There 
were raiſed in the Provinces, Forty 
Millions, of which Twenty- two 1n the 
Province of Hollazxd. And upon the 


Biſhop of Muxfer's invading them, at 


the ſame time by Land , they had. in 


the Year 66, above Threeſcore thou- - 


ſand Land-men in Pay; And a Fleet 
of 


0 far, as even to an 
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of above an Hundred Men of War at 
Sea. we” 
The Greatneſs of this Nation,at that 
time, ſeems juſtly to have raiſed the 
Glory of ours; which, during the 
years 65 and 66, maintained a War, 
not only againſt this Powerful State, 
but againſt the Crowns of France and 
Denmark, in conjunction with them: 
And all, at a time, when this King- 
dom was forced. to ſtruggle at home 
with the calamitous Effects of a ra- 
ging Plague, that, in Three months of 
the firſt year, {wept away incredible 
numbers of People; and of a prodi- 
o1i0us Fire, that, in Three days of the 
ſecond, laid in Aſhes chat Ancient and 
Famous City of LOND O MN, (the 
Heart and Center of our Commerce 
and. Riches, ) conſuming the greateſt 
part .of its Buildings, and an im- 
menſe proportion of its Wealth. Yet, 
in the mid'ſt of theſe fatal Accidents, 
thoſe two Summers were renowned 
with. Three Battels 'of the mightieſt 
Fleets that ever met upon the Ocean 5 
whereof Two were determined by 
entire and unqueſtiva'd Viftories, and 
purſuit of our Enemies into their 

very 
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very Havens. The. Third having be- 
gun by the unfortunate diviſion of 
our Fleet, with the odds of Ninety 
of their Ships againſt Fifty of ours ; 
And in ſpight of ſuch diſadvanta- 
ges, having continued, or been re- 
newed for three days together (where- 
in we were every Morning the Ag- 
greſſors,) ended at laſt by the equal 
and mutual Weakneſs or Wearineſs 
of both' Sides, the maims of Ships 
and Tackling, with want of Powder 
and Ammunition ; Having left unde- 
cided the greateſt Aftion that will 
perhaps appear upon Record of any 
Story. And in this Battel, Monſieur 
de Wit confeſt to me, That we. 
gain'd more Honour to our Nation, 
and to the invincible Courage of our 
Sea-men, than by the other two' Vi- 
Ctories. That he was ſure, their Men 
could never have been brought on the 


. two following days, after the difad- 


vantages of the firſt ; And he belie- 
ved no other Nation was capable of 
it, but Ours. 

I will not judge, how we came to 
fail of a glorious Peace in the Six 
Months next ſucceeding , after = 

| ors 
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fortune ' of our laſt Viftory; and with 
the Honour. of the: War : But as 
any rough Hand can break a Bone, 
whereas much Art and Care are requt- 
red to ſet it again, and- reftore 1r- to 
Its firſt ſtretigth and proportionz So 
*tis an eaſie part in a Miniſter of 
State, to engage a Wars but *tis g1- 
ven to few to know the times, and 
find the ways, of making Peace, Yet 
when after the {enſible events of an 
unfortunate Negligence , an indiffe- 
rent Treaty was concluded at Breda 
in 67 ; Within Six Months following, 
by an Alliance with this State in 
January, 1668. ( which was received 
with incredible Joy and Applauſe 
. among them, His. Majeſty became 
the unqueſtioned Arbiter of all the 
Afﬀairs of Chriſtendom ; Made a Peace 
between the two Great Crowns, 2t 
Aix-la-Chapelle, which was avowed 
by al! the World, ro be perfectly His 
Own; And was received with <qual 
Applauſe of Chriftian Princes abroad, 
and of his Subjects at homes And 
for three years ſucceeding, by the 
unſhaken Alliance and Dependance of 
the United States, His Majeſty res 
9 mained 
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Mmained Abſolute Maſter of the Peace 
of Chriftendom, and in a —__— 
giving Bounds to the greateſt, as well 
as ProteCftion to the weakeft, of his 
. Neighbours. 


CHAP. VIE. 
The Cavſes of their F ALL in 1673, 


FW T. muſt be avowed , That as This 
2 State, in the courſe-and progreſs of 
its Greatneſs for ſo many years paſt, 
has  ſhined like a Comet 3 So 1n the 
Revolutions, of. this Jaſt Summer, Ir 
ſeem'd to fall like a Meteor, and has 
equally amazed the World by the one 
and ' the other: When we conlider 
ſuch a Power and Wealth, as was re- 
lated in the laft Chapter, to have 
fallen in a manner proſtrate within the 
ſpace of one Month: So many Fron- 
tier Towns, renowned in the Sieges 
and Actions of the Spaniſh Wars, en- 
ter'd .IiKke open Villages by the Frexch 
Troops, without defence or almoſt de- 
nial : :Moſt-of them without any blows 
at all, and all of them with ſo few: 
Their great Rivers, that were efteem- 
ed an invincible ſecurity to the Pro- 
vinces of Holland and QOtrecht, paſſed 
with as mucheaſe, and as {mall refiſt- 

S 2 ance?, 


The Cauſes of Chap. VIII: 
ances, as little Fords : And in ſhort, 
the very hearts of a Nation ſo vali- 
ant of old, againſt Rowe, ſo obſtinate 
againſt Spain, . now ſubdued, and, in 
a manner, 2bandoning all before their 
Danger appeared : We may juſtly have 
our recourſe to the ſecret and fixed pe- 
riods of all Human Greatneſs, for the 
account of ſuch a Revolution: Or ra- 
ther, to the unſearchable Decrees, and 
unreſiſtable force, of Divine Prov 
dence ; Though it feems not more im- 
pious to queſtion it , than to meaſure 
it by our Scalez Or reduce the iſſues 
and Motions of that Eternal Will and 
Power, to a conformity with what 1s 
elteemed Juſt, or Wiſe, or Good, by 
the uſual Conſent, or the narrow com- 
prehenſion, of poor Mortal Men. 

- But, as in the ſearch, and conſidera- 
tion, even of things natural and com- 
mon, our Talent, I fear, is to Talk 
rather than to Know ; So we may be 
allowed to Enquire and Reaſon upon 
all things, while we do not pretend 
to Certainty, or call that Undeniable 
Truth, which 1s every day denied by 
Ten thouſand ; Nor chald Opinions 
Unreaſonable, which we know to be 


held by ſuch, as we allow to be Rea- 
| ſonable 
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ſonable Men. I ſhall therefore ſet down 


ſuch circumftances, as to me ſeem moſt 


evidently to have conſpired in this Re- 
volution; leaving the Cauſes leſs dil- 
cernable, to the ſearch of more diſcern- 
ing Perſons. 


And firſt, I take their vaſt Trade, 


which-was an occaſion of their Great- 
neſs, to have been One likewiſe of 
their Fall, by having wholly diverted 
the Genius of their Native Subjects, 
and Inhabitants, from Arms, to Traf- 
fique, and the Arts of Peace ; Leaving 
the whole fortune of their later Wars, 
to be managed, by Foreign and Mer- 
cenary Troops ; which much abaſed 


the Courage of their Nation, (as was 
obſerved in another Chapter,) and 


made the Burghers of ſo little moment 
towards the defence of their Towns ; 


Whereas, in the famous Sieges of Har-. 


lem, Alemar, and Leyden, They had 
made ſuch brave and fierce defences, 
as broke the Heart of the Spaniſh Ar- 
mies, and the fortune of their Af- 

fairs. 
Next, was the Peace of Muſter, 
which had left them now, for above 
Twenty years, too ſecure of all Inva- 
fions, or Enemies at Land; And fo 
$:E> S 3 turn'g 
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turn?d' their whole application to the 
ſtrength of their Forces at Sea z Which 
have been fince exerciſed with two Ez- 
2liſh Wars inthat time, and enlivened 
with the {mall yearly Expeditions 1ato 
the Strezehts againſt the Al/gerines, and 
other Cor/xirs of the Mediterranean. 

Another was, their too great Parſi- 
mony, in Reforming. ſo many of their 
beſt Foreign Officers and Troops, up- 
on the Peace of Munſter ; whoſe Va- 
lour and Condudt had been ſo great 
occaſions of inducing Spais to the 
Counſels and Concluſions of that 
Treaty. 

But the greateſt of all others, that 
concurr'd to weaken, and indeed break; 
the {trength of their Land=Milice, was, 
the alteration of their State , which 
happen'd by the Perpernal Edi of 
Holland, and Weſt-Friezland, upon the 
death of the laſt Prince of Oyazge, 


for excluſion of the: Power of Stadt- - 


holder in- their Province, -or at leaſt 
*+the {ſeparation of it from the Charge 
of Captain-General. Since that time, 
tie main deſign, and application of 
thoſe Provinces, has been, to work out, 
by degrees, all the old Officers, both 
Native and Foreign, who had been 
for- 
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formerly Sworn to the Prince of Orazpe, 
and were ſtill thought affeQionate to 


| the Intereſt of that Family ; And to 
| fill the Commands of their Army, with 


the Sons, or Kinſmen, of Burgomaſtets, 
and other Officers, or Deputies in the 
State, whom they eſteemed ſure to the 
Conſtitutions of their Popular Govern- 
ment, and good enough for an Age, 


where they ſaw no appearance of E- 


nemy at Land to attaque them. 
But the Humour of Kindneſs to the 


young Prince, both in the People, and 


Army, was not to be diſſolved, or dil- 
perſed, by any Medicines, or Operati- 
ons, either of Rigor or Artificez But 
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grew up inſenſibly, with the Age of the c;ev;e os. 
Prince , ever preſaging fome Revolu- co velue 


tion in the State, when he ſ{houl 


d arbor «eV 
Fama 


come to the years of aſpiring, ard ma- Marcell, 


naging. the -general Aﬀed&ions of rhe 
People: Being a Prince, who joyned 
to the great Qualities of his Royal 
Blood, the popular Virtues of his 
Country ; Silent and Thoughtful ; Gi- 
ven to hear, and to enquire; Of a 


— ſoundendſiteddy Underſtanding z Much 


firmneſs in what he once reſolves, or 
once denies 3 Great Induſtry and Applt- 
Cation to his Buſineſs; Little to his 
Sy 4 P:ea- 
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Pleaſures: Piety in the Religion of 
his Country, but with Charity to q- 
thers; Temperance unuſual to his 
Youth, and to the Climate; Frugal in 
the common management of his For- 
tune, and yet magnificent ypon occa- 
fon ; Of great Spirit and Heart, aſ- 
piring to the Glory of Military AQti- 
ons , with ſtrong Ambition to grow 
Great, but rather by the Service, than 
the Servitude,of his Country. In ſhort, 
A Prince of many Virtues, without any 
appearing mixture of Vice. 

In the Ezg/iſh War, begun the year 
65. the States disbanded all the Ezgliſh 
Troops, that were thenleft in their Ser- 
vice, diſperſing the Officers and Soldi- 
ersof our Nation, who ſtaid with them, 
iatoother Companies, or Regiments, of 
theirgwn. After the Frezch Invaſion 
of Flaaders, and the ftri&t Alliance 


| between Expland and Holland in 68, 


1 hey 4&id the fame by all the French 
that were remaining 1n their Service, 
So as the ſeveral Bodies of theſe two 
Nations, which had ever the greateſt 
part in the Honour and Fortune of 
their Wars, were now wholly diſſolved, 
ind cheir ſtanding-Milice compoſed in' 
a manner, all of their own Natives, 
encrvated 
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enervated by the long Uſes and Arts of 
Traffique, and of Peace. 

But they were too great a Match 
for any of the ſmaller Princes their 
Neighbours in Germany 3' And too ſe- 
cure of any danger from Spaziz, by 
the knowledge of their Forces, as well 
as Diſpoſitionsz And being ſtrictly 
Allied both with Ezg/azd and Suedey, 
in two ſeveral Defenſive Leagues, and 


in one common Triple Alliance ; They 


could not foreſee any danger from 
France, who, they thought, would ne. 
ver have the Courage, or Force, to en- 
ter the Liſts with 1o mighty Confede- 
rates; and who were ſure of a Con- 


junQion, whenever they pleaſed, both 


with the Emperor and vpazz. 

Beſides, They knew that France 
could not atraque them, without paſ- 
ſing through Flanders, or Germany: 
They were ſure Sp4iz would not ſuffer 
it through the firlt, if they were backer 
, 1n oppoſing it, as foreſeeing the 1n- 

evitable loſs of Flarders, upon that of 


Hyland: And they could hardly be-. 


lieve, the paſſage ſhould be yielded by 
a German Prince, contrary to the ex» 
preſs Will and Intentions of the Em- 
peror, as well as the common =_ 
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of the Empire: So that they hoped 
the War would, at leaſt, open in their 
Neighbours Provinces, for whoſe De- 
fence they reſolved to employ the 
whole Force of their State. And would 
have made a mighty reſiſtance, if the 
Quarrel had-begunat any other Doors, 
but their own. 

They could not imagine a Conjune 
tion between Ezgland and France, for 
the ruine of their State ; For, being 
unacquainted with our Conſtitutions, 
they did not foreſee, how we ſhould 
find our Jntereſt in it, and meaſured 
all States, by that which They efteemed 
to be their Intereſt. Nor could they 
believe, that other Princes and States 
of Exxope would ſuffer ſuch- an addition 
to be made to the Power of Fraxce, as 
a Conqueſt of Holand. 

Befides theſe publick Confiderations, 
there were others particular to the 
Factions among them ; And ſome of 
their Miniſters were neither forward 
nor ſupple enough ta endeavour the 
early breaking, or diverting, ſuch Con- 
junctures, as threatned them 3 Becauſe 
they were not without hopes, they 
might end in renewing their broken 
Meaſures with France ; Which thoſe o 
rne 
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the Commonwealth-Party were more 


enclin'd to, by foreſeeing the influence 


that their Alliances with. Exeland muſt 


needs havein time, towards the reſta- 
ring of the Prince of Orange's Autho- 
rity: And they thought at the worſt, 
that whenever a pinch came, they could 
not fail of a ſafe bargain in one Mar- 
ket or other, having ſo vaſt a Trea- 
{ure ready to employ upon. any good 
occaſion. 


Theſe Conſiderations made thern com- 


mit three fatal Overſights in their Fo- 
reign Negotiations : For they made 
an Alliance with Zzglazd,. without en- 
gaging a Confidence. and. Friendſhip - 


They broke their Meaſures with France, 


without cloſing new ones with Spazz : 
And they reckon'd upon: the Afiſtances 
of Sweden, and therr Neighbour-Prin- 
ces of Germany, without making them 
ſure by Subſidiary Advances, before a 
War began» , 

Laſtly, The Prince' of Orange was 
approaching the Twe and twentieth 


year of his Age, which the States of 


Holland had, {ſince their Alliance with 
His Majeſty in 1668, ever pretended, 
ſhould be the time of advancing him 
to the Charge of Captain-General, and 

| Admiral 


267 


The Cauſes of Chap. VIIT. 
Admiral of their Forces, though with- 
out that of Stadtholder. But the nearer 
they drew to this period, which was 
like to make a new Figure 1a their 
Government ; the more deſirous ſome 
of their Miniſters ſeemed, either to de- 
cline, or to reſtrain, it. On the other 
fide, the Prince grew confident upon 
_ the former Promiſes, or, at leaſt, Inti- 
mations, of Holland, and the concur- 
ring diſpoſitions of the other Six Pro- 
vinces to his advancement: And his 
Party, ſpirited by their hopes, and the 
great Qualities, of this young Prince, 
( now grown ripe for Action, and for 
Enterprize,) reſolved to bring this point 
ro a fudden decifion, Againſt which, 
the other Party prepared, and united 
all their Defences; So, as this ſtrong 
Diſeaſe, that had been ſo long working 
in the very Bowels of the State, ſeem'd 
juſt upon its Criſis; When a Conjun\, 
&ion of Two Mighty Kings brought 
upon them a ſudden and furious Inva- 
fion by Land and Sea, at the ſame time, 
by a Royal Fleet, of above Fourſcore 
Ships ; and an Army, of as many thou- 
fand Men. | "AAS 
- When the States ſaw this Cloud rea- 
dy to break upon them, (aftera long be- 


 lief 
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lief rhat it would blow over, ) They 
began, not only to provide ſhelter at 
home, with their uſual vigor ; but to 
look out for it abroad, though both too 
late. Of the Princes that were their 
Allies , or concern'd in their danger, 
Such as were far off could not be in 
time; The nearer were unwilling to 
ſharein a danger they were not.enough 


prepar'd forz Moſt were content to ſee. 


the Pride of this State humbled ; Some, 
the Injuries, they had received from 
them, revenged ; Many would have 
them. mortified, that would not have 
them deſtroyed ; And ſo all reſolved to 
leave them to weather the Storm, as 
they could, for oneCampaniz ; Which, 
they did. not believe, could go far to- 
wards their ruin, conſidering the great- 
neſs of their Riches, number of their 
Force, and ſtrength of their Plates. 
The State, in the mean” time, had en- 
creaſed their Troops to Seventy thou- 
ſand Men, and had begun to repair the 
Fortifications of their Frontier Towns: 
But fo great a length of their Coun- 
try lay open to the French Invaſion, 
by the Territories of Co/ez and Liege ; 
And to the Biſhop of M«zfter, ( their 


inveterate Enemy, )-by Weſtphalia, that 


they 
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they knew not where to expeCt, or 
provide againſt, the firſt danger : And 
while they divided their. Forces and 
Endeavours towards the ſecuring of ſo 


-— many Gariſons, they provided for 
. None to any purpoſe but Maeftricht ; 


Which the . French left behind them, 
and fell in upon the Towns of the 
Rhine , and the Heart of their Pro- 


 vinces. | 


Beſides, Thoſe Miniſters, who had 
ſtill the dire&tion of Aﬀairs, bentitheir 
chief application to the Strength and 
Order of their  Fkket , rather than of 
their Army : Whether more peckt at 
Enzlend than France, upon the War, 
and. manner of entring into it ; Or,be- 
lieving that a Victory at Sea: would be 
the way toa Peace with ths Crown ; 
Or,hoping their Towns would not fall 
ſo faſt, but that, before three. or four 
were loſt, the buſineſs at Sea would 
be decided 3 Or perhaps content, that 
ſome ill Succeſſes ſhould attend the 
Prince of Orazge at his firſt entrance 
upon the Command of their Armies, 
and thereby contribute to their Deſigns 
of reſtraining the Authority,while they 
were forced to leave him the Name, of 
Captain-General. This,indeed, was not 

likely 
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likely to fail, conſidering the ill con- 
ſtitution of their old Army, the haſty 
Levies of their new , and the heighrth 
of the FaQtions now broken out in 
the State ; Which left both the Towns 
and the Troopsin ſuſpence,under whoſe 
Banners they fought, and by whoſe 
Orders they were to be govera'd, the 
Prince's, or the States, 

There happen'd,at the ſame time, an 
accident unuſualto their Clumate,which 
was a mighty Drowth 1a.the begig- 
ning of the Summer, that left their wa- 
ters fordable in-places, wherethey uſed 
to be navigable for Boats of greateſt 
burthen. And this gave. them more 
trouble and diſtraction in the defence, 
as their Enemies more facility in the 
paſſage, of thoſe great Rivers, which 
were eſteemed no {mall ſecurity of their 
Country: | 

And 1n this poſture were the Afﬀairs 
of this Commonwealth, when the War 
broke out, with thoſe fatal Events, that 
muſt needs attend any Kingdom, or 

State, where the violence of a Foreign 
Invaſion happens to meet 'with the di- 
ſtrated eſtateof a Domeſtique 'Sedition 
or Diſcontent, which, like 11. Humours 
1a a Body, make any ſmall wound dan- 
geroms, - 
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gerous, and a great one mortal. They 
were ftill a great Body , but without 
their uſual Soul ; They were a State, 
but it was of the Di/-united Provinces. 
Their Towns were without Order ; 
Their Burgers without Obedience;Their 
Soldiers. without Diſcipline ; And all 
without Heart : Whereas, in all Sieges, 
The Hearts of Men defend the Walls, 
and not Walls the Men: And, indeed, 
it was the Name of Ergland, joyning 
in the War againſt them, that broke 
their Hearts, and contributed more to 
the loſs of ſo many Towns , and ſ6 
much Country , than the Armies of 
Mzunſter, or of France. So that, upon 
all circumſtances conſfider'd, it ſeems 
eaſier to give an account, what it was 
that loſt them fo much, than what 
ſfav'd them the reſt. | 
No Man at play ſees a very great 
Game, either in his own, or another's, 
Hand, unexpettedly loſt, buthe is apr 
to conſider, whether it could have been 
faved, and how it ought to have been 
play'd. The ſame Enquiry will be na- 
tural upon the Fall of this' State, and 
very difficult to reſolve. - _— 
 Aﬀer the mighty growth of the 
French,and decay of the Spaniſh preach 
whic 
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which drew on the Invaſion of Flan-_ 
ders 1n 1657. This State had a very 
hard Game toplay ; Either they muſt 
ſee Flanders whclly loft, and France 
grown to confine upon them, (whom 
they liked as an Ally, but dreaded as 
a Neigbbour ; ) Or elſe, they muſt join 
with France todivide Flanders betweeti 
them ; Bur they knew what it: was to 
ſhare with the Lion : Or, they muſt 
joyn with Spaiz to defend Flanders 
againſt France, that is, with rheir old 
Enemy, againſt their old Friend : Or 
laſtly, They muſt joyn with Exg/and for 
the defence of Flanders ; Neither 
breaking with Fraxce, nor cloſing with 
Spain ; and frame an Arbitrage, but of 
ſomthing a rough natute; rather pre- 
{cribing than mediating a Peace, an 
threatning a War upon that Crown 
that refuſed it. | 

They choſe the laſt, and wiſely, as 
all men thought ; But though this Al- 
liance was happily planted, yet it was 
tinhappily cultivated, and fo the Fruit 
came to fall, and the Root to wither 
upon the firſt change of ſexſons, in 
ſach a manner, and to ſuch a degree, 
as we have lately ſeen. Whether they 
told have prevented a ——_ 
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of Ezgland with France, ſhall be no 
part of my Subject ; For I pretend not 
to know, or to tell, Secrets. of State; 
and intend theſe, not for the Obſer va- 
tions of an Ambaſſador, but ofa pri- 
vate man as Iam, and ſuch as any Gen- 
tleman might eaſily have made, who 
had reſided above two years, as I did, 
in Holland ; and had been, as I was, a 
little enclined to obſerve. TI ſhall only 
ſay, That the ConjunCtion of Ezg/and 
with Fraxce was to this State, like one 
of thoſe Diſeaſes, which, the Phyſicians 
{ay, are hard to diſcern, while they are 
eaſie to cure 3 but when once they 
come to be plainly diſcovered, they 
are paſt remedy. 

But, as Holland had ever acfended 
it ſelf againſt Spain, by Exgland and 
France ; So it ought to have done 
againſt France, by England and Spain, 
and mrovided early againſt their own 
danger, as well as that of Flanders, 
by improving andadvancing their Con- 
federate League with Exg/azd and Swe- 
den, into a ſtrict Defentive-Alliance 
with Sp4iz,as a Principal in the League. 
Andby agreeing with that Crown, to 
furniſh between them ſome conſtanc 
Subſidiary Payments to Sweaey, for the 
ſupporc 
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ſupport of their ſtanding-Forces, even 
in time of Peace. This was the deſire 
of Spain, the Intereſt of all that meant 
to ſecure the Peace of Chriſtendom ; 


and the opinion of ſome of the Dutch 


Miniſters, though not of the Chiefeſt, 
till it was too late : And the omiſſion 
of This, was the greateſt fault ever 
committed in their Politicks ; and pro- 
ceeded in a'great meaſure from their 
ancient animoſi Ity to Spaiz ; Which as 
it was the beginning, ſo, by this effe&t, 
it almoſt prov'd the end of their 
State. 

When the War began in the midſt 
of the Conjunttures related, ?*Tis hard 
to ſay, what could have defended them; 
But as menin a Town, threatned with 
' a-mighty Siege,abandon their Suburbs, 
and flight thoſe Out-works which are 
either weak of themſelves, or not well 
defenſible for want of Men-; and re- 
folve onely to make good thoſe Poſts 
- which they areable-fully to man, and 
eaſily to relieve ; becauſe the loſs of 
every ſmall Out- work does not only 
weaken the Number, but fink the Cou+ 
rage, of the Gariſon within. 


'So this State, which came to be in 


a manner befieged by the mighty and 
2 numerous 
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numerous Armies of France and of 


Munſter , ought, in my opinion, to 


have left themſelves but three Out-_ 
works to maintain ; (I mean,three Poſts 
ſtanding without the Lines, that enclo- 
ſed the main Body of their Provinces: ) 
'Theſe ſhould have been Maeftrichr We- 


{el and Coeverden. © They ſhould: have 
flighted all chereſt of their places, that 


Tay without theſe upon the Rh7ze, or 
in Overyſſe/; and drawn the Men 1nto 
theſe Towns, -10 as to have left them 
ratherlike Camps, than Garifons, that 


13s, Eight thouſand Foot, and twothou- 


ſand Horſe ia Maeſtricht, -as many in 
IWefel, and half the nuniber.in Coever- 


den, if the place would, co;uain them ; 


if not, they-might hiye:;formed and 
fortified a. Catnp, with . ſomething a 
greater number, upon, the, next -Vaſs 
anto Friez/axd and Gronjnguen. 
; Ofthe reſt of their Horle, (which 
were, I ſuppoſe, about Five.thouſand) 
with at leaſt. Fifteen thonſand Foot, 
they ſhould have formed a great ſtand- 


ing Camp, within theip Rivers, ſome- 


where near Arahem; Fortifi'd, it with 
Canon; and all the Art that.could be; 


Furniſht it with the greateſt care, and 


Plerty of Proviſions. ' The remainder 
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of their Infantry would have been 
enough for the reſt of their Gariſons ; 
Of which the Towns upon the Tſſel, 
Doesburzh,% utphen, Daventer, anaSwoll, 
would have been in a manner flankt 
(though at ſome diſtance)by the ſtrong 
Gariſons of Weſe/ and Coeverden ; and 
breaſted by the main Camp. -a 

If, with this diſpoſition of their For- 
ces, they had provided well for the 
ſtrength and cefence of Skinkſconce, 
Nimmeguea and Grave, (which would 
likewiſe have lien all within the cover 
of theſe out-Poſts : ) They might, for 
ought I know, have expected the War 
without loſing the heart and ſteddineſs 
of their Counſels, and not without pro- 
. babiliry of makinga defence worth; 
the former Greatneſs and Atchieve- 
ments of their State. 

For a Siege of Maeſtricht or Weſe!/ 
(ſo garriſon'd and reſolutely defended,) 
might not onely have amuſeq, but en- 
danger'd,the Freach Armies; As Coever- 
den might have done that of Munſter. 
The reſiſtance of one of theſe Towns 
would have encreaſed the ſtrength of 
all the reſt : For the Fortune of Bar- 
tels, and Steges, turns npon the hearts 
of men, as they are more or leſs capa- 
-vF | ble 
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ble of general Confidences or Fears, 
which are very much raiſed by Acci- 
dents and Opinions. It would not 
have been within any common Rules, 
to march ſo far into the Country, as 
ro attacque the Burſe or Breda, Nimme- 
gen or Grave, leaving ſuch Camps be- 
hind, as thoſe at Weſel/ and Maeſtrichr, 
and having ſo much a greater before 
them, as that about Arnhem. If any 
of theſe three Poſts had been loſt, yet 
it could not have happen'd without 
good Conditions, and ſo retiring the 
men to ſ[trengthen either the more in- 
ward Gariſons, or the main Camp, 


which would have laen ready to defend 


the Paſſes of their Rivers. And if at 
the worſt,they had fail'd in this, yet the 
French Army muſt afterwards, either 
have attacqued a fortifi'd Camp of 
Twenty thouſand men, or left ſuch an 
Army behind them, when they marcht 
towards Utrecht, and into the heart of 
the Provinces ; Both of which would 
have been Attempts,that,I think, have 
hardly been enterpriſed with ſucceſs 
upon any Invaſion. 

There ſeems at leaft' ſome appear- 
ance of Order and Condudt in this 
Scheme of Defence; Whereas there 

| _—_ was 
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was none, in theirs: But perhaps the 
greatneſs of the Tempeſt from abroad, 
and of the Fations at home, either 


broke the heart, or diſtracted the courle, 
of their Counfels. And beſides, ſuch 


ks 


old Sea-men in fo ſtrong a Ship, thar 


had weathered ſo manyStorms without 
loſs, could not but think it hard, to 
throw over-board ſo much of their 
Lading before This began. Aﬀrer all, 


I know very well, That nothing is ſo 


hard, as to give wile Counſel before 
Events; and nothing fo eaſe, as, after 
them, to make wiſe Reflections. Many 
things ſeem true in Reaſon, and prove 
falſe in Experience : Many, that are 


weakly conſulted, are executed with 


Succeſs. Therefore, toconclude, We 
mult all acknowledg, That wiſdom 
and Happineſs dwell with God alone ; 
And,among mortal men, (both of their 
Perſons and their States,) Thoſe are 
the wileſt, that commir the feweſt Fol- 
lies; and thoſe the happieſt, that meer 
with the feweſt Miſforcunes. | 


FINIS. 


